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Prooue your ſeluer whether yee are in the faith : examine your ſeluer : now 
yee nat your owne ſelues, bow that Jeſus Chrif# is in 306, except yee be 
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W ORSHIPFVLL, HIS 
VERY GOOD PATRONE, SIR Ay- 
6vsTIin Nico Ls, Kaight, Sericant at the 
Law ; the glorious comforts of Grace here, 
andthe beſfedecſf of immortalitie 
4 


fter, 


\ IR, I having been often 
D and much ſolicited with 
F varieticand iteration of 
DN __ importunitic , to 

7 publiſh and let paſſe into 
| Sx the cic of this cenſorious 
world, theſe,thevery firſt fruites. and efſaies 
| of minc imployment and buſinefle in the 

Miniſtecie ; did apprehend and embrace 
this ſeaſon with better contentment, and 
with more cheercfulnes addreſſe and com- 
| pole my ſelfthereunto: becauſe I did fee op- 
| portunitic offered thereby,to let appeare a- 
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RE EpINle Dedicatorie. = 
abrogd my thaykfull icknoyledgemens of 
yourreſpeatull andmorethen ordinary{fa- 
uour-ynto me ;zand a publike teſtimonie of 
your worthic and <xemplaric integritie, in 
diſcharging your hangs, and faithtully dif 


poſing that portion of the Church his pa- 


ttimonie committed toyour truſt andcon- 
ſcience: An aftaire(though'in theſe deſpe- 
rately ſinfull times, fearfully andaccurſedly 


' abuſed)of high and waightie conſequence, 
. and of greatpower; asitſhall bediſcharged 


with conſcience, or corruption ; either tur- 
ther-to-Tuine our Church, and bring it to 
more miſeric and deſolation, or to repaire 
andaduance « tobetrer ſtate & more hap- 
pincſle. For mine qwneparticular,it hath ſo 
pleaſed God toiguide your heart inthis bu- 


fines, andto'bleſie me with his-prouidence, 


thatwherastoo many Patrohes now adaies; 
cither by detaining facrilegiouſlie Gods 
portion,againſt all grounds ofequitic both 
diuinc & humane; or by furniſhing Church- 
linings fimoniacally and corruptly,'do cer- 
rainly pull ypon their own heads, foulesand 
bodics,goods and poſteritic, an heauie and. 
Lol 1 2-84 horrible 
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horrible*curſe;and ſhallthereby make rang; # 
account to be withour fauourat the laſt day: uae poi- 


. led me. B 
affd whereas many worthie men, after they [;,, uteri 


baue wearied and waſted their bodies and '7*v*Þoied 
mindes, their ſpirits and patrimonie in ſtu- a*d«feringe. 


e are curſ(d 


dic, and worne out their hopes with long wi we: 
. . . ſor ye hawe ſpot- 
and tedious expectation, purſuit and de-j,neeum ths 


pendance ;come at —_—_— much adoe, vols noe 
ro no great matters,and when allis done, it 


1s well if they eſcapeall galling and gaſh of 


conſcience, ſuch iis the ftrange iniquitie of 


the times: yet I ſay, ſo worthily have you 
dealt with me;8& ſo yprightly in the Church 
his cauſe, that vpÞon your owne firſtmotion 
you ſent ynto me to accept the place I now 
chioy from you, and offered mie a faire, a 


free and comfortable paſlage to the exer- 


ciſe of my Miniſterie abroa@&; which next 
vnto the ſaluation of mine own ſoute,l hold 
moſt deare and precious; when I neither 
ſought after,northought vpon preferment, 
This yourrare and ſingular bountie, did ar 
the very firſt affe& ime with a ſecret ſenſe of 
an extraordinary obligation,for all inwar 

affcRionarnes, and with a deſire of tepre- 


C3 ſeating 
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ſenting it in ſome viſible forme of outward 
teſtification, But when I did after further 
conſider, firſt how that Sacriledge and K- 
monic,thatdamned couple of crying fins, 
like two raucnous Harpies,and the two in- 
fatiable daughters of the Horſleech, bad 
ſcazdcuen ypon the Heart of our Church, 
readic to rentand teare in peeces her very 
heart-ſtrings, and to ſucke out the inmoſt 
blood and laſt life of our deareſt Mother: 
when I looked aboue meinthis famous V- 
niverſitic where [haueliued, and ſaw many 
Teuerend and learned men, full of the light 
of diuinetruth,and of the water of life,able 


gloriouſlic and comfortablic to illighten - 


many darke places and dric ſoules in this 
land, readic to expire and powre out their 
ſoules in the*boſome of this their famous 
Nurce ; not brought vp by her to dic at her 
breaſts, but if they might hauc honeſt and 
lawfull paſſage, readie and reſolute to en- 
large C ſts kingdome abroad. and to op» 
poſe with all their power, againſt the bloo- 


dic torrent of Poperic and rage of Anti-. 


chriſt : laſtly, when | weighed wichmy ſelfe 
mune 
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mine owne natutall declination and reſol- 
ued ynfirnes, to make a noiſe and ſtirrein 
the world for preferment: I did finde that 
as theſe conſiderations did before giue 
ſmall hope of changing my tation ; ſo 
now-they were of power yet further to 
double the impreſſion of your worthie and 
extraordinaric goodnefle ynto mee, and 
freſhly to renew the thankfull deuorions 
and apprehenſions of mine heart, Out'of 
which hath ſprung in mea thirſting carneſt- 
nes and contention of ſpirit, to returne vn- 
to you,fortheſe temporall fauours, fo farre 


s 
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as the nature of that high Minifſteriall fun- ) 


| Rion, wherein I ſand, ſhall guide me,and 


the power of my poore abilitic can reach; 
the Bleflings of Heauen,and comforts of a 
better world. To which end,l here preſent 
ynto you this Treatiſe, which I haue inten- 
ded to be,ſo farre as my gracious God hath 


giuen me vnderftanding in the point, as it 


were a looking-Glaſſe or Touchſtone, to 
whomſocuer it ſhall pleaſe to take thorow 
notice thereof, for the diſcerning and try- 


ing,in ſome good meaſure, whether he al- 
b readic 
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which truly liue the life of God, and vnder 
the Scepter of his Sonne; or lic as yet en- 
thralledinthe inuifible chaines of-damna- 
tion and death, and vnder the large and 
powertull raigne of Satan.For I am perſwa- 
ded, that in this glorious noontide of the 
Goſpell many thouſands deceive not only 
the world, and others, but euen themſelues 
and their owne ſoules, about their ſpiri- 


tuall ſtare: thinking, if they. finde in them- 


ſelues a freedome trom groſſe and noto- 
rious ſinnes,fairenes of conditions,ciuil ho- 
neſtic,a formall profeſſion of Chriltianitie, 
outward performances of religious ſerui- 
ces, that then their caſe is. good enough for 
heauen ; though there bee wanting the ſa- 


_uing power of inward ſanQification, and 


the. truth of a ſound conuerſion; though 


they bee ſtrangers to the great myſteric of 


Godlinefle, and diſacquainted with a con- 
ſcionable and copſtanrcourſe of Holineſle 
in their Lucs andadtions. Butwe mult con- 


ceiue, thar oucr and beſides thele degrees | 
of gogducſle, with which millions of men 
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, T7 be Epiile Deatcatorie, 
content and deceiue themſclues ;yea, and 
quite beyond, and vtterly without the com- 
paſle ofall worldly glorie,all viſible pompe, 
the moſt admired greatnefle and ſufficiency 
ypon earth, for which a great part of the 
world exchange the euerlaſting happiheſle 
of their ſoules ; there is a Paradiſe of Chri- 
{tian comforts, a Royall Peculiar, a vito- 
rious Simplicitic, a negleted Innocencic, a 
marucilous Light, an inuifible Kingdome, 
an Heauen vpon Earth ; which I call the 
ſtate of Grace; and labour in the enſuing 
Diſcourſe to difference from al perfeQions 
and ſufficiencies attaineable in the ſtate of 
vnregeneration. I meddle not purpoſely 
with the notorious ſinner : for methinkes,in. 
theſe daies of light,there ſhould none ſo wil- 
fully and deeply inwrap himſelfe in dark- 
nes; but thatin his cold blood, and more ſo-.. 
ber conſideration, will acknowledge and 
confeſle, that the ſtate of notorious ſinful; 
nes,is the ſtate of wretchednes and of dearth. 
And that there is rio hope for the Drunkard, 
the Swearer, the Licr, the Vſurer, the vn- 
cleane perſon,the Sabbath-breaker, theSa- 

() crilegious, 
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erilegious, Simoniacall, and ſinners of ſuch 
infamous ranke ; but a fearefull looking for 
of indgement, and, withoutrepentance and 
forſaking their ſinnes,an cternall ſeparation 
both from al poſſibilitic,of grace and ſound 
comfortin this life, and from the fruition of 
the ioyes and bleſlednes of heauen hereaf- 
ter.l therefore endeuour and defireto come 
ncerer and cloſer to mens conſciences, and 
to tell them, that out of a conceit of their 
morall honeſtic, and outward recligioulnes, 
they may perſwade themſcluesthartthey are 
rich and cncreaſfd in fpirituall ſtore, and 
hauc need ofno more for the attainment of 
heauen; when in deed and truth, as concer- 
ning the power of ſauing grace, and fincere 
excrciſe of religion, they are wretched, and 
miſcrable, and poore,and blind and naked. 
In theſe luke-warme times, many there are, 
who with the-fruires of a temporarie fairh; ' 
and ſome light of the generall graces of the 
Spirit,make a faire ſhew, and win good re- 
puration for their ſpirituall ſtare, both with 
their owne hearts, and with the world a- 
broad,when tothe cic of heauenly wiſdom, 
and 
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and intruth, they are bur only Blazing-ſtars, 

and earthly minded, nor fixed in the ſame 

firmament with the Sunne of rightcouſnes, 

norofan heauenly ſtampe. Anditthey riſe 

not higher in their affeions and conuerſa- 

tion from earth and earthly vanitics, when 

their rootleſle graces {hall be withered and 
waſted away, their fall will bee ſudden and 
fearfull ; and their former vaniſhing flaſhes 
of vaine hope for future happineſle, will be 
turned into horror and extremeſt miſcrics 
of dceſpaire. Moſt behooffull then is it for 
eucry man, in time, to ſearch and examine 
himſelfe whether Chriſt Ieſus be in him or 
no. Andit is one of the worthicſt and no- - 
bleſtimployment ofthe ſoule, to refle vp- 
on ic ſelte,and with an yndazeled and vndif. 
ſembling eye thorowly to trie and deſcrie 
cleerely it owne ſtate, whether it be already 
waſhed with the blood of Chriſt, and enli- 
” ued with a ſupernaturall vigour and life of 
grace; or yet lic polluted init owne blood, 
and vnder the power of the firſt death. [ 
wonder how any man can bce at reſt and 
quict,vntill he beaſſured and ſecurd inthis 
(*) 2 point, 


be Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
point, fith vpon it depends his euerlaſting 
eſtatein another world. Nay, fith eucn in 
this world,cuery varegenerate man,let him 
be otherwiſe neucr ſo great, or adored a- 
boue others, neuer ſo abſolute in all other 


'excellencies and perfetions wharſocuer; 


yet being out of the ſtate of grace, isa very 
limbe of Satan,a child of darkneſſe,and one 
of the familie of Hell, The wrath and ven- 
geance of God, all the furie of the kingdom 
of darkneſſe, the rage of all the creatures, 
though hee little chinke ypon ir,are eyerie 
houre readie and addreſt to ſeize vpon him, 
asatraitor and rebell to the higheſt Maie- 
ſtic,and todragge him downe intothe bot- 
tome of Hell. Whereas the ſtate of rrue 
Chriſtians,and Gods faichfull Ones, is moſt 
comfortable and glorious cuen in this life 
inthis vale of teares,and in theſe Taberna- 
cles of clay. For their comforts are not fa- 
ding and earthly, ſpringing out of the ſinfull 
pleaſures & traulitorie glorie of the world ; 
not faſtned ynto honors, greatnes and poſ- 
ſeſſhons,to the encreaſe of Corne,and Wine, 
and Oyle : but they are ofa right noble and 

| | heauenly 
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| heauenly temper;framed and emplanted in 
' the ſanQified ſoule by the ſpirit of all com- 
fort; and therefore euerlaſting and yncon- 
querable, able co keepea man in hearr and 
reſolution againſt the malice and cruelties 
of all aduerſaries,of all creatures. T hey on- 
ly are truly and ſoundly perſwaded by the 
ſweet and ſecretteſtimonie of the ſpirir, and 
by the euidence and experience of their 
ownholy life, that afterthe approching and 
much longed for period ofa few and cuill 
daies,they (hall raigne with God almightie, 
the holy Angels and glorited Saints, in vn- 
utterable and endlefleplcaſures for cuerand 
cuer: and therforeeafily and reſolumely with 
much indignation & contempt, ouer-looke 
and throw our of their kearts, all worldly 
thoughrfulnes, all exceſſive deſires of earth 
and earghly vanities, alLreſtleſſe aſpirations 
after tranſitoric honors, the noble miſeries 
of this wretched life. They alone haue faſt- 
ned the eye of their mindes, illightned from 
aboue with ſauing faith, ypon the vnualu- 
able pretiouſnes arfd laſting beauty of their 
immortall crownes in heauen; andtherfore 
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all the glittering and golden repreſenta-. 
tions, with which the flattering world hath 
formerly deceiued and dazled their eyes, 
appeare tobe nothing bur darknes and de- 
ſolations. Their glorie indeed heere vpon 
earth doth not conſiſt in outward pompe 
and ſtate,ir doth not ſhine tocarnall eyes, it 
is vndiſcernable to the ſharpeſt ſight of 
worldly wiſedome and policie: but inward- 
ly and with ſpiritual fairenes, their diuine 
graces make them ſo truly honorable and 
louely,that ſomewherein Scripture they are 
called che Glory of God,and are as deare vn- = 
to him as the pretious ball and apple of his 
owne eye. T hey arc in ſo high eſteeme and 
account with Angels, that thoſe excellent 
creatures with muchioy & alacrity become 
their Guardians,and ſeruiceableyntothem 
with extraordinarie care and tendernes, All 
the creatures groane, and deſire to bee deli- 
uered into their glorious libertie; and in 
the meane time, with a ſecret and inſenſible 
reuerence, they adore the ſacred charater 
of divinitic thatis ſtampt vpon thetn. All the 
SaintFacknowledge them to bee more ex- 
| cellcat 
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cellentthen their neighbours, of the houſe- 
. hold of God and heires of heauen.Nay,the 
wicked themſelues, many times, are con- 
founded and ſtandamazed at the height of 
Hirit and reſolutipn that poſleſleth their 
hearts,and ar the ſober & yndanted maicſtie 
that ſhines incheir faces. This,and a thou- 
ſand times more then this,is the bliſtull ſtate 
of Gods children cuen inthis life: Howſoe- 
uer they be neglected and trampled vpon 
by the world and wicked men; yet in the 
iudgement of God himtelte, the bleſſed ſpi- 
rits,andall men of trueworth indeed, they 
arc the only Angels vpon carth, and the 
royall citizens of this kingdome of Grace. 
The proſecution of this point would bee 
comfortable, but fo I ſhould be more tedi- 
ous, No more but this rherfore at this time: 
Certaine it is, if a man were crowned with 
the royall ſtate and imperiall command of 
all the kingdomes-vpon earth; if his heart 
were enlarged to the vimoſt of all created 
capacitie,& filledwith all the exquiſite and 
yumixed pleaſures that the reach of mor- 
talitic and moſt ambitious curioſitic could 


poſlibly. 


he Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
poſhbly deuiſe, and might without inter- 


ruption and diſtaſt cenioy them the lengrh . 


of the worlds duration; they were all no- 
thing to the enioyment of the pretious and 
pecreles comforts of the ſtate of Grace,but 
eucn for an houre. I ſpeakethetrurh, I vic 
no Hyperbole,the Spirit of a)l comfort,and 
conſciences of all rrue Chriſtians bearing 
me witneſlſe. Good Sir, let me humbly en- 
treate you witha proportionable zeale and 
feruencie,toecncline and enlarge your afte= 
ions to the purſuic and practiſe of ſo ex- 
cellent and glorious an happineſſe, Which 
that you may doe, I will continuallic 
proſtrate and powre out my ſoule 
in prayer, before the throne 
of Grace and -mercic: 
And reſt, 


Your Worſhips to be 


commanded cuer in 
the LordIeſus, 


Robert Bolton, 


Sala. coef ict .£.. oat. acc ia. ct. 


ad. go 
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TO. THE READER, 


| dD Hriſtian, This Diſconrſe which now 


—< > ſtands ſo cloſe together, was deline- 
4 s J red in fine ſeuerall ſermons but all ts 

a mit indicious and intelligent an- 
ditorie ; therfore there ts a continn- 
ance of matter, coherence, and [iile. 
I muſt entreat thee, ont of thine mge- 
wrong diſcretion, to diſtinguiſh the 
places where they were preacht, «s 
thou ſhalt find the direftion of my ſpeech, and ſome particular 
epplications more naturally and neceſſarilie with indimduall 
reference appropriated thereunto, The reaſons nhy I ſpent the 
woſt of my meditations,and ſticks ſo long in deſcrying and deſci- 
phering the ſkate of ſormall hypocriſie (for therein [ baue trod a 
ſomething unconth and unuſuallpath )are theſe - 

Firſt, | conſidered that in this full light of the Goſpell,a great 
wumber of men appl.. 1d and content themſelues with a ſuper fici- 
all pliftering of a formall profeſſion, outward conformitie to the 
Ainiſtrie of the word,and ſome falſe flaſhes of an vnſound per. 
ſuaſion that they are in the ready and right way to heanen ; when 
as indeed it hath not inwardly illightned their underſtandings 
with ſawing knowledge, heated therr affeftions With true zeae, 
ſubdued 2 finfull thoughts, and noiſome lull s with the power 
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of grace, nor ſoftned and ſanttifica their bearts to yeeld a cheer- 
full, ſincere, and vninerſall obedience thereunto : And ſo after 
a few miſerable daies ſpent in a proſperous ſecurite , they fall 
into the iawes of hell before they miſir»ſt an} ſuch matter ; and 
the pit of deftruttion ſhuts her month vpon them, _—_ 

A new 


- -- ——  —  w wx -—— 


On IC . 


know and acknowledge, their brokey and bankrowt fate in ſpiri- 


twall things, | therefore defire and endeanonr to awake them out 
of their golden dreame of tmaginarie future happines ; that with 
open eyes they may ſee their preſent ſpirituall ponerty, and ſo be- 
times prevent the anger to come, { hope in the Lord, andz1ſv 
hartily, that by a diſpajjionate and thor ow peruſall of this Trea- 
tiſe, they may take ſome ſcantling of their owne eſtate with God; 


andentring 4 ſerious and mparitall ſearch and examination of = 


their conſciences, diſconer and rexeale themſelnes unto them- 
ſelues; and ſo if they belong wnto the exerleſtmg conenant of 
grace, ſtep forward into the ſtate of grace, the paradiſe of true 
Chriſtianitie,and pratliſe of bolineſſe ; that their deare and pre- 
rious ſoules may be ſaued in the day of the Lord leſws, 

Secondly, I did conceine that there is a threefold cord, three 
maine and capitall cauſes, that violently hale downe vponvs 
from heanen many both corporall and ſpirituall plagues, and 
bind them fait to the bowels,and principall parts of thu king- 
dome, and doe daily more and more ripen the inſt wrath of God, 
for the powring ent of his laſt vengeance vpon this ſinfull nati« 
0”. They are theſe: 1, The owerflowing torrent and wunbri- 
dledrage of many crying lines, fearefull abominations, and deſ- 
perate prophanenes. 2, eA ſenſible declination from their firi# 
leur,and decay of 2eale,enen in Chriſtians, 3. A luke warme- 
nes and want of thorownes and ſinceritie in formall profeſſors. 

As for the firſt: By our horrible ſins and hatefull ingratitude 


" formercies without meaſure, and miraculans deliwerances, wee 


groWſo heauie vpon the Lord, that wepreſſe him, and the bowel: 
of his tendereft compaſſions. as a cartis preſſed thatis fyllof 
ſheaues; ſo that it is mepoſſible, but that ſhortly, without great 
bumil:ation and generall repentance, wee ſhould wreſt eut of kis 
bands the vials of bis laſt wrath, and force him to come againſt 
v1 With the beeſome of viter deſolation. It is tober feared ( ſo 
griewons and endleſſe is the impietie and unpenitencie of ths 

land) that hu 'forbearance in the meane time, is, not for any 
hope he hath of 13 ( for what good hath a durable andexiraor- 
dwrarie plague done pon v5?) but onely by reaſon of the eruell 
and implacable inſolencie of our enemics ; becauſe bee us _ 
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Tothe Reader. 


muke v2 4 prey to the Woluesof Rome, and matter of triumph to 

ſ#ch a mercileſſe and murderons generation, Who knowes but 
that the Match had reached vnts the Powder, had mot the Lord 
ont of the bottomleſſe depth of bus onlimited mercies laid hol 
wpon his owne argument, Deut.32.26,27. Ihaue ſaid, I would 
ſcatterthem abrode, I would make their remembrance to 
ceaſe fromamongſt men, ſaue that I feared the furic of the 
enemy,leſt their aduerſaries ſhould waxe proud. Leſt his and 
onr adnerſaries, thoſe breathing dinels the Gunponder Papiſts, 
ſhould too proudly and barbarouſly hawe inſulted it the rumes 
of bis people, and the baniſhment of his glorious Goſpell. The 
Lord gine vs underſtanding hearts to conſider theſe things in 
time, le he come pon vs with his wrath, never more to bee ap- 
peaſed, and teare v5 in peeces When there is none to helpe, May 
any man driue away an hungry Lion in the wood?or quench 
the fire in ſtubble, when it hath once begun to burne? may 
one turne againe the arrow that is ſhot of a firong archer ? 
Tf the Lord once whet hu glittering ſword, and hu hand take 
bold on indgement With purpoſe te roote ont a ſinfull and rebe!- 
lions nation ; there is no po\ver or policie, no multitude of men, 
or magmficence of State, no armour of the mightie, or arme of 
fleſs, ſhall ener bee able to gine any ſucconr, reliefe, or delme- 
rance, 

Concerning the ſecond : Certaine it ts, that onr bleſſings of 
peace,and ſtrength of State, breed by accident much abatement 
of forwardneſſe,and zeale in godlines, ſecret naruotion,and cold- 
nes even in many true Profeſſours, careleſnes m obſerning their 
waies.wearineſſe and vncheerefulneſſe m doing good, and perfor- 
wing boly duties, npreparedneſſe in comming to dinine ſeruicer, 
religions exerciſes,and the Lords Table, ſleightneſſe and wnpro= 
frableneſſetn prayer meditation, Chriflian conference,and dailie 
examination of their conſciences, negle(t of opportunitie in win« 
wing therr brethren -+nto the feare of God, and of working vpon, 
and prevailing with their kindred, acquaintance, familiars and 
families, Thus wickedly and unthankefully turne we the mer- 
e105 of God into occaſions of ſinne, and Joffe our temporall happi= 
neſſe ro waſt and conſume our ſprritnall bleſſing. eAnd the more 
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Ye ure ſecured in our out\Wvard ftate, the more beartleſſewe are 
in the ſermice of God,and the affdires of the life to come, But let 
vs looke vntoit: for as the louder and crying ſinner of this land 
are the great and/trong cartropes ; ſo vndobredly,theſe as leſſer 
cords hane their part and ſome power in drawing vpon vs heaure 
indeements, and in preparing further vengeance,except wee 4- 
wend,aud returne to our htft louc, World to God that we would 
keepe freſh in our minds but this one conſideration : T bat the 
ſame God, which againft the expettation both of heanen and 
earth, of Rame and hell,of dinels and Papiits turned our feares 
and amazements at the death of that glorious Saint, the late 
Oneene,into ſafetre,ard a ſure foundation,by the moſt happie ſuc- 
Cejſion of 2nr gracious Soueraigne, and his roiall ſeed ; can out of 
his inft indgement for our unthankefulneſs and ſecuritie, in the 
very trrning of an hand andcloſing of ax eie, daſh all our hoper, 
and ſhut 1p the whole Body of this flouriſhing kingdom in the pit 
of irreconerable deitruttion, It had bin done had Fauks fired the 
powder : and who knowes What thoſe buſie and bloody heads are 


even now hammering in the ſame kind? Beſides theſe two now 


mentioned,there is another capitall cauſe of Gods heanie diſplea- 
ſure ; which though it make no great noiſe,nor be mach taken no- 
rice of _ earth,yet it is much lothed of God almighty and cries 
l:ud m heauen for vengeance vpon vs: If is a Lukewarmeneſſe, 
and ynzealouſneſſe,acoldand careleſſe mediocritie in ſpirituall 
matters,and as it were, a nentralitie betwixt notorious ſinfulnes 
and ſanmg ſmceritte. When men perhaps with diligence, willmg- 
neſſe and forwardneſſe ſubmit themſelues to the hearing of j 
word;but ſubordmate the power andprattiſe thereof to theireaſe, 
bonours and worldly contentments:1When they wil needs hold an 
outward correſpondence with the world, and yet imwardly main 
taine and nouriſh hope of ſaluation in themſelnes : When they 
Praine their wits, and ſtrige to partake both of tbe comfortable 
fauonr of God,and corrupt faſnioxs of the times;both of the plea« 
fares of their ſweet ſinne, and tbe ſweetneſſe of the true peace of 
Conſcience,which are as inconcurrent as two parallel lines, and 
44 incompatible as light and derheneſſe. Theſe men,thongh in the 
worlds epimon,they b of cimill honelt cariage ,of moderateſpirits, 

and 
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and of a ſtated temper m religion; ard in their owne conceits,rich 
and enriched, and want'nothing, er indeed they are tneere 
ſtaruelmgs,and ſtarls beggers mreſpett of the true riches, and 
laſting treaſeres of ſauing grace, andin the very caſe of thoſe 
(except in the meane time they buy of hum gold, garments and 
oile) which ſhall newer ſee Chriit Ieſwa in his Kmodome to their 
comfort : for Amen,the faithfull and true witneſle bach vowed 
it that he will ſpue ſuch out of bis mouth; and wiſhes much rather 
that they were key-cold, then ſuch formall (britians: His ſpeech 
imports thus much : [ had rather you vere Pagans and tnfidels, 
then profeſſors without z.2ale, Now my chiefe ard ſpeciall aime 
£,with all humble ſubmiſſion tobeiter indgements, and the cen- 
ſure of the Prophers,to lay apen the ſtate of th:ſo men becauſe be- 
ſides their fearefrull deceining their owne ſoules, andparticular 
certame damnation if they ſo continue , they mightily incenſe 
the Lords wrath againit this Land, with an inſenſible and vie 
achnowledgde prouocation, and mainly hazard the continu 
ance of his glorious Goſpel amongit vs. 1t is commonly con- 
ceined indeed, both of themſelues, and of the world 3 that if 
they bee morally honeſt, and out\vzrdly conform-:ble ts the mi- 
niftery of the \vord ; ſo that they bee burtleſſe, and innocent 
in reſpelt of humane inſtice ; that they are alſo, 1 kni\v uot 


how, harmeleſſe aud. gailtleſſe before the Tribunall of God, But 
the Enangelidt telles vs, That that which is highlic. clice- Luke 16.15, 


med among men,. is abomination in the. fight of God : 


e And God himſelfe by Iaiah, That his thoughts are nor gur 16i. 55.9. 


choughts,ncither are his waies our waies, For cerrainely the 
Slate of Luhewarmneſſe, and formalitie in religion, hawſoeaer 
be full of worldly applauſe and happineſſe,and beara away the 
bel vpen earth ; yet it 15 4s burdenſome and hatefull vnto God, 
at lnke-warme water, or the moſt lothſome potion to the niceſt 
ſtomachs: eAnd doth with a more naturall :mportwnitie then 0+ 
ther ſinzes,knock at the gates of dinine inſtice,for the remooneall 
of our canaleitiche,and the glory of bis Goſpel! from among#t vs. 
e All ind: of fines accoramy to their natnre, meaſure and ripe= 
neſſe haxe proportionally apart and hand in drawing downe all 
manner of plagues vpon the ſonnes of men : but this batt a pecnt= 
A}; lar 
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liter and predomin.nt power, im haſtening that particular and 


greate#t of all aadgements,the famine of the word, For God can- 
rot endure without ſpeciall indignation, that bis word, which & 
br; porer wnto ſaluation. ſhould receine ſuch Imitation andpre = 


 ſerigtion from mens wiſdome ; that it ſhould works no further vp» 


7 them, nov beget more change and bolineſſ, then may con/iſ# 
with the enioyment of their Worldly contentments, _—_— 
a::d the pleaſures of their belowed ſinne, He cannot abide, that 
men diſcontentedwith the ſtraitneſſe of the gate of grace, and im- 
patient of a ſtrift coxrſe of godlineſſe ſhoul laboy to find out, and 
follow another way to heanen,then that which is ſantlifiedby bus 
word, and which bath and muſt be troden by all thoſe that will e« 
tier ſee the Lord. Knowledge and profeſſion of Gods truth xith- 
out ſantlification and zeale,are but meanes in the nieane time, to 
put our the glory of [ſracl, and will bereafter but — the 
number of ſfriper,and adde waight unto endleſſe torment. In the 
name of God therefore let allluke-warme and formall Chriftians 
be contented to take notice of their ſkate ; and before the Sun goe 
down wer the Prophet i,ſuffer their hearts to be thoroxly 7. 
ted with true zeale ; and beſides their out\yard reformation, and 
generall:ghtnings of the Spirit,ts entertdine that ſpeciall ſawing 
and [anttifying pra hich onely can ſane their ſonles, andpre- 
pare them for the glory that is to be renealed: Left now at length 


"(for he hath borne with 15 miraculouſly) our init God cauſe wir 
* Surine fo goe downe at noone, anddarkeneſle to ſarprize'vs 
Inithecleare day: Loft he roote v5 ont of this good lard, at 4 


fraitleſſe and faithles nation, ture vs ont of our houſes of peace, 
as the vnworthieft,and vnthankefulleſt people under heanen;and 
ler Gut his vineyard to other husbandmen, which will deli- 
yer him'the fruites in their ſeaſons, And the more ſecure 
and feareleſſe \vee bee (as wee were nener more ) the more ſudden 


and ineuitable is like to bee our ſurprizall and deftruttion. 


For «4s Godt mercies are then molt magnified, when they re- 


 lieme the extreme#t miſcrie,and ſhine into the depth of diſcomfort 


and darkeneſſe,when allother helpe is viterly deſpaired of : ſo bis 
mgements are moit glorious, when they ſtrike at the beight and 
top of pride and impenttencie, while they thinke themſelues moit 
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ſure, and with greateit confidence repoſe vpon the arme of fleſs, 
and pol, wie of ”4,, # 4 

The third reaſon and motine why I inſiit ſo long m the point of 
formal bypocriſie,vas taken from the condition of mine auditors; 
who being of acepeſt underſtanding, are naturally apte#t and 
Srighef remprelee miltake > underualue the myitery of god= 
lines,and to deceme their owne ſoules in the high point of ſaluati- 
on. For men of greateit noblenes and prepnancie of ſpirit, of moit 
rich and unmerſall enda:vments of mind, without cheponer of 
grace and a ſanttified humilitie (the faireſt branch ſpringing 
thence,and the true crowe of Chriſtianity) are readieſt tomake 
an idell of therr great ſufficiencie, with a diſdainefull preindice 
to paſſe by the ſimplicitie of the Saints, & ont of a flattering con- 
cent of their oWpne hearts, to thinke their ſpiritnall flate as good 
as the beſt,and moit bleſſed from God, when a4 yet they hane no 
part in thefult reſurretion, For When they find themſelues far 
abone others in all other excellencies, and what ſoener remarke- 
able \vorth the world rakes ſpeciall notice of ; they conceine alſo 
that in a proportionable compruitie, ( 4s indeed it ſhouldbe) they 
are inferiour to none, in thoſe ſacred apprehenſions of heanen, 
and taſte of eternal life, F'pon this conſideration, [was bold,out 
of a Chriſtian iealonſie,to treate on this argument being perſna- 
ded »f their great wiſedome and grations humility to liſten to 
any heauenly meſſage, which might either diſconer or prenent 
ſpiritnall danger, 


Thinein Chriſt Ieſus, 
Robert Bolton. 
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t Bleſſed iv the mun that doth not walkem the counſell of the 
w:cked,nor ftand in the way of ſinners nor ſit in the ſeat of 
the ſcornefull, 

2 But his delight ts inthe Law of the Lord, andin his Law 
Goth be meditate day and nght, ' 


A Here is no greater encouragemerit, 
or ſtronger motive, roftirre a man 
to an eager, and carneſt purſuite of 
the meanes, then to prpoſe vnto 
himanend, wherein at length his | 
heart may repoſe, as in a concur- 
rence of all comforts and content= 
ments, To which, there is no poſ- 
fibilitie of attainment, but by pure- 


neſſe of heart, holineſle of life, confiancie in a courle of ſan. 
Efication; which only leade vntothe face, and preſence of 
God, where,and with whomalone isthe higheſt perfeCtion 
of b(ifſe,a river of infinite pleaſures,the well of life, and cnd= 
lefle reſt of all created defires, For the capacitic of mans 
ſoule, cannot py be filled with the ſufficiencie of wy 
creature ; no, not vi 


a world of creatures; for they are 
, nothing 


Matth,16,25. 


P'alm.gz.12. 


Palm.1z5.1, 


Prou 13.1, 


Plalm.9 1.23, 


2 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 
nothing to the worth of a mans ſoule;Chriſt himſelfe hauing 
preferredit in valuation : What ſhall it profit a man, though he 
ſhould win the whole world, if he loſe his owne ſoule? And ther- 
fore can neuer be free from motion and vexation ; vnrill it 
reach vnto,cither in certaine hope,or actuall truition, an ob. 
ic&,infinite, as well in excellencie of nature, as Curation of 
time, Bleſſed then was the wildome of the difpoſer of theſe 
hcauenly Songs of D.mrd; whether it was himle!fe,or Ezra, 
or whormlocuer, in that he prefixed this excellent Ptalme, as 
aprefacetoall therelt ; wherein is propoſed, and comprited 
a matchletl} happiaes ; whereby the godly man, may cuen 
in this life louriſ / tea Palme tree, and gro\\ libel (cedar m 
Lebanorretrcſhed continually with rivers of ioies,and com- 
forts,ſhcd into his heart by the ſpirit of God: and may (land 
like mount Zion vnaltoniſhed and vnremoucd,at that great, 
and fearefull day, when the wicked ſhall call for the moun- 
taitucs to couerthem,and wiſh they had never bin, What in« 
genuous mind would not be inflamed with zeale,tothepro. 
ſequurion of thoſe meanes, which leade vntoan end as full 
of happines, as the Suone is full of light, and the Sea of wa- 
ters? What heart nor poſicſſed with an iron finew,n ou'd not 
thirſt,and long after ſound,and yndiflembled finceritie,cuen 
as the Hart brayecth after the rivers of water, and as the drie 
ground gapeth for dropsof raine? fith by it alone w _ 
chaſc, and put on an vnconquerable reſolution, :fluing from 
an aſſurance of being in Chriſt,and from the cleareneſle of a 
good conſcience : whereby we may walke cuen as bo/d as Li- 
on; thorow this valley of teares, amit] the mercileſle vexati- 
ons of prophanc men; nay, we may waſke vpox the Lion and 
Ape, the young Lion and the Dragon we may tread vnder feet ; 
and hereafter be ſure to be ſatisfied with the fulneſle of joy 
inthe preſence of God, and with pleaſures at his right hand 
for euermore, 

This happie man is here deſcribed ynto ys by many argu- 
ments, 

Firſt, are laid downe his markes,and properties;negatiue, 
and affirmatiue,in the gvo firſt yerſcs, 
Secondly 
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Secondly, his happiaeſſe is liuelily ſer out by a fimilitude, 
inthe third verſe, 

Illuſtrated by an oppoſition of the miſerie, and vnhappie 
condition cf the wicked,in the fourth and fifth verſes. 

Concluded with the cauſes of them both, to wit, of the 
happinc lc of che godly, and vengeance vpon the wicked, in 
the laſt vertc, 

The negative properties in the firſt verſe are three : Hee 
doth not walke in the Connſell of the wicked; He doth not ſtand 
in the way of 'inners; He doth not fit inthe (eat of the ſcorneFull 
—_— with a threefold gradation in the perſons, aQions, 
and obiccts of the actions. The gradation in the perſons,the 
wicked, ſinners, and ſcornefull, implics all ſorts of vngodlie 
men, The gradation in the actions, walke, land,and /ir, all 
manner of commerce, and correſpondence with them, The 
gradationin the obietts, the connſell, war,and ſcare, all kind 
of iniquitie; inward corruptions,or eutward impictics. The 
whole verle laboureth with an empharticall cxaggeration,to 
ſer downr hi, blefſed forbearance of finne, and communica- 
ting with fotull men, 

The ſecond verſe containing his imploiment in pictie,fee- 
meth ro a--fwer in oppohton, the three negatiues, with three 
#fhcwatives, His de/aghring m the Law of the Lord, ts oppoled 
roche comn/ell of the wieked, His meditation andevxerciſe in that 
L '\v tothe way of funers, Day an{mipht:there is his conftane 
cie, and habir,oppos de to the ſ-ate of the ſcornefull, 

Why then, let the prophane,and flattering world fay v hat 
je will:l-t ſenſual, a-1d vaſanAtified men judge as they ht. 
That man, and that man alone is truly, and cucrlaſting hap- 
pic: 7 ht walkerh not im the connſell of the wicket ; that 15,that 
doth nor delight in their vaine unaginations, fnſull aftectt- 
ons, luſtfull defires, ſpeculatiue wantonneſſe,l;. their proud 
and fivelling thoughts; which conceive miſchicte,and bring 
forth a lie; chaffe, & bring forth Rubblezthe wind, and bring 
foorth the whirlewind. That doth not partake with their 
jmporent paſſions, vnhallowed policies;their exorbitant, and 


indire& proic&s, for their pleaſures, honours, and profits. 
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4 A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 
Whoſe ſoules deſire nor to come into the ſecret of their cru- 
ell conſultations, and malicious deſigrments, In a word, 
whoſe heart haterh, and abominateth all venome of inward 
pollution,that hath cither fountaine or ſeate in any power of 
the ſoule, 

T hat tandeth not in the way of ſmners, That is, that brea- 
keth not into openprophaneneſle; that imitateth not their 
actions,and conuerſation, Whole mouth is not full of bitter= 
nelle and lying ; whoſe lippes ce not infetted wjth the poi- 
ſon of Aſpeszwhole hands are not ful of bribes,any falſhood; 
whole feetare not ſwiſk, to run ater miſchiefe, vanitie, aud 
leaud companions, 

7 hat ftteth not in the ſeate of the ſcornefull, That is, that 
confiueth not himſelfe to the chaire of iniquitie; that con- 
firmeth not himliclfe int his malice and hardneſle of heart; 
that doth, not make a mocke of finne, and ieft with the 
ſacred word of God; that doth not dire& the poiſonous are 
row ofa ſpitefull rongue,cuen at the apptevf Gods own cie, 
his dearel(t Saints and ſeruants. That; with the feorner, oth 
notdare the higheſtmaieſtic of the Almightie, to whert his 
I. ſword; and take hold on iudgement; to put on his 

abergeon of righteouſneſle, and the garments of vengearce 
for clothing : ſaying , asitis Iſai.g.19, Ler him wale ſpeed : 
let hm haſten his worke, that we may ſee it : and let the counſel 
of the boly one »f 1ſrael draw neere,5+ come that we may know it, 

Thus farre his forbearance of finfull ations, Now fol 
lowes his practiſe in ations of pietie, 

But hts delight is in the Law of the Lord. That is,the whole 
doctrine diuinely inſpired is the = ioy of his heart, and 
delight of his ſoule. It is ſweeter vnto himthen hony, & the 
hony coinbe.It is more pretious vnto him the gold, yea,then 
much-fine gold. It is mort worth vnto him,then heauen,and 
earth. Avd when the heartis once enkindled with loue,there 
the imagination embraceth with deareſt apprehenſion ; the 
thoughts are impatient of any other obie& ; all the powers 
of the ſouleare viuted in a ftrong endeauour for the attain- 
ment, The whole mind mult needs be poſſeft with medita« 

tion, 


A Diſcourſe of true happtneſſe, 5 
tlon, If he delightin the Law of the Lord , hee muſt needs 
medirate therein, And this feruencie of the heart, cannot 
poſſiblie be encloſed within the compaſle of the breaſt : it 
will read it ſelfe in peegh and attions, As isplaine,Plalm, 
Lp The mouth of the righteaus will ſpeake of wiſedome, and 
is tongue will talke of indgement, The reaſon followes, For 
the Law of his God us in his heart, And Plalm 119, 167, My 
foule hath kept thy reftlimonies + for U lymue them exceedingly, 
And this loue, delight, meditation, and exerciſe in the Law 
of God, of this happie man, isnotasa morning cloud, and 
as the morning dew, beforethe Sunne : bur like the light of 
the Sunne,that ſhineth more and more, vnto the perfect day, 
It is not for a (tart, for feare, for reſtraint, for geputation, for 
aduantage:or to couer the terrors of conſcience,fora while, 
with a fex flaſhes of deceiveable comforts,out of ſome mil- 
applicd promiſes in the word of God : but.it is out of a free 
relolution, an with vadaunced conſtancie dy andnight, 

Bot giue me leaue, I beſcech you, before Iproceed tothe 
explication of the reſt; or deduction of Do&trinesfrom theſe 
particulars ; to propoſe vnto you this generall Doctrine, 
which hath his ſtrength fromthe body of the Plalme, and 
the maine ſcope of the ſpirit of God. 

There is i»the booke of God, propoſediand offered vnta. 
vs, an happinefle,ftanding in oppoſition, to all the yaine fe- 
licities, which ancict Philoſophers deviſde out of their deep- 
ſpeculations; or prophane men frame out of their corrupt 
affetions: not conſiſting in pleaſures, riches, honours, great- 
nes; in cidill honeſty, formall hypocrihie ; or the whole poſ= 
ſibility of natuge : but in ſupernatural grace, and the bleſſed 
conſequents. 

The whole book of Ecclefafter, Salomons ſacred retractati. 
ons, is a large, and ſound demonſtration of this Doctrine, 
$4/2910n was ſonne vnto the worthieſt king, that ever ſway- 
ed (cepter vpon earth ; and he was predeceflor in the royall 
line vato the Sonne of God ; and ſo matchlefle for nobility, 
if true happiaefſc had confilted therein, He was king of le- 


rulalem,the lady ofthe world,the perfeCtion of beauty, _-_ 
B 3 the. 
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the ioy of the whole earth. Hee gaue filuer, asſtones, and 
gaue cedacsas the wild figtrees, that grow abundantly in 
the plaine, He buile him houſes, and planted Vineyards. He 
prouiced him men fingers,and women [1ngers; and the de= 
lights of the ſonnes of men, Whatſocucr hiseyes defired , 
he with held it not from them : and withdrew not his hearc 
from any ioy. For wiledome, and vnderltanding, hee had a 
large heart, eucn as the ſand, that is on the ſea ſhore, In ſpe- 
culative knowledge, h:e cxcelled the wiledome of all the 
children of the Eaſt; and all the wiſedome of Egypt. Hee 
was able ro diſcourſe from the cedai tree, that isin Leba- 
non,cuen vnto the Hyſſope,that fpringeth our of the wall, 
In wiſedome of politic, and government, there wasnone 
like vnto him before him, neither after him ſhall ariſe 
the like vnto him, So that S.«/omon was the molt fir, and ab- 
ſolute man, that euer liued, both for ability in vnderftan- 
ding, abundance, in poſicfſion, and defire 1n ſearching, to 
take an exact mcalſure,and the ytmoſt extent, of the worth 
and \ufficiencie of all creatures; and to railc from them the 
belt contentments they coyd poſſiblic afford Yer when he 
had wearied himſelfe in the variety of paſlages of thus lie; 
and inthe book of E-c/eſaſtes becomes a publick penitenti< 
ary to the whole Church,and to all poſteruy ; {ce his iudye- 
ment : he vrcerly diſtuowes and diſclaimes them all,as mi- 
ſerable comforters,as mcere ſhadowes, and Urezmes ; wher- 
in there isno more matter of ſour:d comfort, then there is 
light inthe greatelt darkeneſlc, oftailc inthe white of an 
eg 9c. He ſaies of laughter, thou art maY, and of 1oy, * bat ts 
thu that thou doeit ? And whereas wilcdomr and know- 
ledge, are the moſt incomparable treaſures thus tranſitorie 
world hath; he ſaith,that #n 1he mu/rirude of w1ſedome 55 much 
griefe : and hee that increaſeth knox ledge, mereaſeth ſorrow, 
And of theſe, and all other things vader the ſunne; yea, and 
if to the glory ofall created natures, were an addition often 
thouland cxcellencies, that neuer man fa, or cnioyed; 
hee l-ath proneunced of them all, in reſp« & of true happi< 
neſle, and divided fromthe grace and feare of God, and a 

ſanCtified 
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ſanRified heart; that theyare a!) vanity. And ifhe had Raied 
there, it had beene well ; that argues bur a paſſe imperſe. 
Rion,and a weakeneſle of being in the things thernſelues; 
but they are vexation of ſpirit, Nothing in themſclues, yer 
full of power,and aQtivity co inflict vengeance, and vexxi- 
on vypon the ſpirit ofa man_Tae fpirit of a man being found 
in fincerity,and ſeconded with a good conſcience, isable to 
beare out his infirmitics, and all the miſcries inciJent ro his 
nature: It is able to paſſe by, with a reſolute, and contented 
patience, the lying impuations of the prophane{t malice: 
It is able by che grace of God. toencounter with the terrors | 
of death, and the fearcfulneſſe of the graue ; yea, to endure 
witha gratious humility euen the preſence of God, and An- 
gclsatthat great day. But a wounded, and an afflicted fpi- 
ric who c11 beare? Ifthe eye bee darke, how grear is that 
darkeneflc ? If the fpirit of a man, which ſhould refr« (h all 
the faculties of the ſoule with comfortable cheeretulneſle , 
aud hil the whole buy with a lively vigour, bee ic ſelfe 
wound:d with voxation and tcrior ; how comfortleſle is 
that man? If his Rrengch were, the ſtrength of itoncs, and 
his fleſh of brafſe; yer would the torment of a bitcer atfli- 
Eed foule grinde him to powder zand melt as the dew be- 
fore the ſunne, whatfocuer hee accounterth trrongeſt, and 
molt powerfull iorelieue his heavinefle ; it would turne all 
hiz choiſelt,and dearelt pleaſures into wormewood and bit- 
terncfle, And this v<xation, with which riches, honours, or 
what other yanitie defirable in this life doth afflit the vnre- 
generate heart, is ewofold: In the veric purſuit of them, is 
much anguiſh, many greeuances, feares, icaloufies, diſgra- 
ces, interruptions, diſcontentments, But after the vaſancti- 
ficd enioying of them, followes the ſting of conſcience,that 
will euerlaftingly vexe the ſoule ; which is the very earneſt 
of the fire of hell ; by which,a man doth expect with vncon- 
cciueable horrour,the conſummation of the wrath of God ; 
which burneth farrc hotter, and more vnquenchably , then 

any fire, though augmented with infinite rivers of brim- 


one, tobe powred vpon his body and ſoule for euermore, 
in 
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inthe world to come. How ther, pofſibly can there be any 
happineſſe in theſe vexations ? Wherefore Salomon hauing 
proued the negative part of my doGtrine, concludes the po 
firive in the laſt chapter : That to feare God, with reverent 
regard to keepe his commandements, isthe onely way te 
be poſlett of true happineſle, to find peace of conſcicnce,and 
—_ of the fauor of God. Forlet a man, while he will, 
in this world of vanity, either ſport himſelte in the ſoft,and 
greene way of fading pleaſures; or pleaſe himſelfe in the 
glerious miſeries, of honours and high places; ortire him- 
lelfe in the toyles of vnſatiable greedineſle; or braue itia 
his othes, blaſghemics, and firevgth of powring in ſtrong 
drinke ; or tread the fearefull and _— path -of con» 
tempt of the power of religion, the truth of-God, andſince- 
rity ofhis ſaints :allthe while, when he is ate beſt, hee is 
burtas the raging ſea, that cannot relt, For {o. /ſaiah come 
pares the wicked, Chap. 57.29. The ſea, you know, is not 
 onely many timestoſled,and tumbledivp and downe, with 
windes and tempeſts ; but eucr inwardly diſquiercd, cuen 
with her owne motions, caſting yp continually mite and 
dirt yponthe ſhore, and breaking into fome her proudeſt 
waues againſt the rockes : Euenſo the heartot Ca 
which hath repoſed his affections vpon the glory of chis life, 
is npt-onely many times diſquicted, and caſt downe with 
outward croſſes and occurrents ; as with lofſe of friends, dif- 
countenance of great- ones, diſappointment of his hopes, 
and preferments; with 'wrongfull railings, and diſgraces ; 
with looking vpon the day of his death, and vengeance vp= 
on the wicked; with all diſturbers of his ſecurity in his plea» 
ſures, and dignities: butis alſo beſides the reſtleſle torture 
of his conſcience,cuer from within, foaming out his owne 
ſhame,the diſhonour of God,and the vexation of his bre- 
.thren. But itis not ſo with him, that holds the feare of Gud, 
for his ſureſt anRuarie,that hath reſolued toreſigne vphim- 
ſelfe in holy obedience to the will of God, His an. islike 
the ypper part of the world ; whichis euer full of ſerenitie, 
.conſtancie,and brightnefle;be the aire below,neuer ſo trou- 


bled 
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bled with ftormes andthunders; or the earth with commo= 
tions and tumules. For let there be abour him, the deuou- 
ring ſword of the Tyrant, the conſuming flames of perſecu- 
tion, the keene razours of lying tongues, the mouthes of 
Lions, the cruelkcombinations of his enemies ; nay, let the 
earth be moued,and let the mountaines fall into the middeſt 
of the ſea : yet his heart is ioyfull, paticnr, reſolute, and con- 
tented, 

But to deſcend more ſpecially to the particulars ofthe ne- 
gatiue part of my Doctrine : let me adde to the many and 
ſtrong reaſons of the ancient Philoſophers,and late School- 
men, againſt pleaſures, riches, and honours, theſe three ; 
which will for euerytterly diſable them for claiming any 
ſhew of intereſt inmans happineſſe, 

Firſt, they cannot poſſibly fill the vnlimited defire of the 
foule. For although he treaſures, the greatnes, the delights 
of all men liuing, were in the preſent poſlefſion of one : yet 
ſomewhat beſides, and aboue all this, there would till bee 
ſought, and carnet{ly thirlted for, Nay, it iscertaine, if one 
man werenotonely crowned with the ſoucraignty of all 
the kingdomes of the earth, but beſides, were made com- 
mander of the motions of the funne, and the glory of the 
ſtares; yer the relileſle eye ofhis vaſatisfied vnderſtanding, 
would peepe and prie beyond the heauens, for ſome hidden 
excellencie and ſuppoſed felicity, which the whole com- 
paſſe of this created world cannot yeeld. So vaquenchable 
15 the thirſt of mans ſoule, yarill itbathe ic ſelfe in the river 
of life, and in the immeaſurable Ocean of goodnefle and 
wiſedome. So impoſſible is it, that this materiall world, 
with all her perfeCtions, ſhould be a proportionable obiect 
to ſopretious a' nature ; or that ſo divine a ſparkle ſhould 
ceaſe riſing and aſpiring , vntill it ioyne it ſelfe ro that 
_—_— flame of glory and maiefty, from whence ir firſt 
iflued, 

Secondly, they cannot ſecure the conſcience diſtreſſed 
with the apprehenſion of the wrath of God, or preuent his 


iudgemeats, Memorable is that horrible amazement, thac 
| ſurpriſed 
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furpriſed the heart of Bel/batzar is greateſt jollities, 
Meltirg hee was in pleafures, and deliciouſnefle ; ſolacing 
khimſeltc amongſt his wiues, and concubines ; caroufing in 
the golden,and fiiuer veſſels of the Temple, Bur when - fr 
appeared fingers ofa mans hand, which wrote ouer againſt 
the Candlefticke ypon the plaifter of the wall: a remem- 
brancer vnto his conſcience, how contemptuouſly, and ſa- 
crilegiouſly he had diſhonoured the higheſt Maicttie ;and 
that the vials of Gods heauie vengeance were ready to bee 
powred ypon his head, all the ioyes of his royall pope ya« 
niſhed as the ſmoke. For then the 7 he WAS 
changed,and his thoughts troubled him,ſo that the joynts of hig 
loynes were looſed,and his knees ſmote one againſt the other, And 
now,one pang of his wounded cenſcjence did much more 
torment him, then the kingdome, maieftie, glory, and ho- 
nour, which he receiued from his father Nabuchadne4zar 
could cuer comfort him. So, 1 doubt nor, but many times, 
the hearts of many glorious Ones in this life, that are nor in 
trouble like other men ; but ſpread themſelues as greene 
bay-trees; when they heare the certaine iudgements of 
God,denounced out of his booke by his Miniſters, againſt 
thoſe finnes, to which by long cuſtome, and yowed reſolu-+ 
tion, they haue faftned their affetions, becauſe thereon de- 
pend their pleaſures, honours, ſtates, reputations, contented 
paſſing the time, or the like : I fay,tharmany times ( except 
their conſciences be ſeared vp with an hote iron,againft the 
day of yengeance,and then their caſe is abeindh wofull) 
their hearts tremble, euen as the trees of the forreft, that are 

ſhaken with the wind. Amid their laughing, their hearts 
are ſorrowfull, Or iftheir mirth be entire ; iris bur hike the 

noiſe of the thornes vnder the pot. Thornes ynder a pot,you 

know, make a great crackling, and noiſe for alictle time; 

they blaze faire, and bright ; but are ſuddenly extin&, and 

brought to nothing, Neither are theſe cold comforters able 

to quench Gods fieric ieloufie when it breakes forth in 

Plagues,and judgements againſt a ſmfull people. Witneſle 

the Prophers; Zephs, Chap. 1, 17.18, Their blood /oall bee 


poiyred 
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powred out as duſt,and thrir fleſh as the dung, Neuher their ſil- 
mer nor their gold ſhallbee abie to deliner them in the day of the 
Lords wrath,but the \vhole land ſhall be denoured, by the fire of 
hit iealonfic, Ezech.7.19., Their ſfiluer, and their gold cannot 
deliner them in the day of the wrath of the Lovd : they ſhall not 
ſatisfie their ſoules, neuher fill their bowels, for this ruins i for 
their iniquitte. Obad.4. Tho? thou exalt thy ſelte as the Ea- 

gle, and make thy neft among the ftarres, thence will [ bring thee 
downe, ſaith the Lord, Itis not then any wedge of gold, or 
height of place,can priviledge, or prote vs; when our 10s 
areripe, and readie totake the flame of Gods fierce wrath 
and indignation, 

Thirdly,chey cannot ſtretch themſelues ynto eternity.For 
there are no contentments of this life; whether they lie in 
honours,riches,pleaſures,frieads,or the like ; let them be ne- 
uer ſo many in number, ſo potentin the world,or in our own 
perſwaſions, ſo exempt from mixture of diſcomfgrt; that can 
poſſibly bring vs farther,then our death bed. It may be for a 
few and wretched daies of our life they haue detained vsin a 
fooles paradiſe, yet full of Vipers,and Scorpions ; Itmay be, 
they haue left vo obſcure'prints oſvnſound ioies in our 

aſlages : butthen,attheir farwell, they are viterly deſpoi- 
d of their weake, and imaginarie ſweernes; and are whol- 
ly turned into wounds,and wormewood,into gall and vexa- 
' tion, They leaucalting indeed in the conſcience, that ne- / 
uer dies; but themſclues die all at our deaths,and lie downe 
with vs in our graues, Why then, when the immorral ſoule, 
being diſlodged from this tabernacle of clay, ſhall now be- 
ginto enter the confines of eternitie; what ſhall comfort ir, 
thorow that endlefle duration? For it it looke backe to this 
inch-of time,which it conſumed in vanitie, it may aske:Why 
haue1bin troubled about many things? Why hauel dif- 


quieted my felfe in vaine ? Why haue I infolently inſulted ©- | * 


uer innocencie,and accounted finceritie madnes? What hath 
ride profited me? or what profit hath the pompe of riches 
4982, vane And it nay be anſwered : A!! thoſe things are 
paſſed way like a ſhadow aud as apoſte that paſſeth by : 4s a Ap. 
C 3 that 
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that paſſeth ower the waues of the watergwhich when it is goue by, 
the trace thereof cannot bee found, nenther the path of ut im the 
flands: or a49 bird, that flieth thorow in the atre,and no man can 
ſee any token of her paſſage,but onely heare the noiſe of her wmges, 
beating the light wind,parting the aire through the vehemencie 
of her going, and flieth on ſhaking her Wings, whereas afterward 
no token of her way can be found, If then the expiration of all 
worldly comforts be moſt certain and incuitable,atthe fur- 
theſt at our departure from this life ; it is impoſſible, there 
ſhould be any abſolute toy found in them: for there is wan- 
ting the very life and accompliſhment of true happineſſe,al- 
ſurance of perpetuitie. Imagine therefore,a man to be abun- 
dantly encompaſſed cuen with all the defires ofhis heart; let 
him waſh hispaths with butter; and ler the rocke powre 
him our rivers of oile ; let him heape vp filuer as the duſt, and 
gold as the mire of the ſtreetes; ler him decke himſelfe with 
maicſtic and excellencic,and aray himſelfe with beautie and 
gloric; lethimdrinke vp the PRES ofthis world in as 
great abundance as Bebemoth the riuer [ordan; yet all is no- 
—_— being couered with corruption,and mortali- 
tie; and the fruition of them with vanitie and change, One 
eneration.paſſeth away,and another generation commeth. 
muſt atlength neceſſarilie make 7 ns ofal intothe 
hands of a new ſucceſſion. And he ſhall take nothing away 
when he dics; neither ſhall his pompe orpleaſures deſcehd 
after him, Yet, ifa man behides an entire and vninterrupted 
offcſſhon of his worldly contentments; which is neuer to be 
chap14.22. Jooked forinthis life: | wa lob ſpeakes While his fleſh is vpon 
him hs ſhallbe ſsrrowfull; and while his ſoule is in him, it ſhall 
monrne ; yet lay,if befides he were able to extend hislifeto 
many millions of yceres, the matter were alittle more tole- 
rable. Butalas, the life of a man at the moſt is but a hand 
breath,or a ſpan long;& that which makes it much more mi- 
ſerable, he knowes notin what part of that ſhort ſpan, how 

' ſuddenly,or how ſoone he ſhall be cut off from the land of 
the living ; and goe, and ſhall not returne, even vnto the 


lob 30, land of darkenefle,and ſhadow of death, For the reroycing of 
the 
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the wiched is ſnort, and the joy of hypocrites ts but a moment, 
Though his excellency mount wp to the heanen,cy bis head reach 
omto thecloudes ; yet ſhall beperiſh for ener like his dung, and 
they which hane ſcene him ſha'l ſay,rbere is he? He ſhall flee away 
as adreame,and they hal not find him and hal paſſe away as a vie 

fron of the night. So that the eiewhich had ſcene him ſhall doe (0 
nomore,and his place ſhall ſee him no more. And in this reſpec, 
mans condition is farre inferiour to other creatures, One 
generation paſſeth,and another generation ſucceedeth : bur 
the earth remaineth for euer. The Sun ſeemes euery night to 
lie downe in a bed of darknefle ; but herifes in the morning, 
clothed with the ſame glorie and brightneſle; and reioyceth 


as a Giant torun his courſe : But man (faith /0b) r7 ſicke, and Chap.r4.10, 
dieth and man periſheth, and where is he? eAs thewaters paſſe 11.12, 


from the ſea,and as the flood decaieth,andarieth vp; ſo man ſlee- 
peth, and riſeth not : for he ſhall not wake againe, nor be raiſed 
from hu /leepe,till the heawen be nomore, 

Toler therefore theſe wretched vanities paſſe; as ynwor- 
thie to be infifted on thus long, For howſoeuer, the world- 
ly minded man, wanting vtrerly the cie offaith,and hauing 
hiscie of reaſon dimmed with miſts, that riſe from his tu- 
multuous and fierie paſſions, groſlſe ignorance, and wilfull 
malice, ſothathe onely lookes ypon £ honours, riches and 
pleaſures of this life with a carnall and ſenſual eje,may ſeeme 
to ſee in them, ſome glimmerings of happineſle,and thereaf- 
ter conforme and proportion his defires, endeuours and 
proieds; becauſe he hath his portion onely in this life : yet 
certainely,the truly generous mind may clearely out of the 
very apprehenhon of nature and light of reaſon, diſcerne 
them al,to be no berter then x broken affe of reede,where- 
upon if a man leane, it will goe into his hand, andpearce it, 
yea,and (trike his heart too thorow with many forrowes ; ' 
an that in the time of trouble, they will all prooue bur as 2 
broken tooth,and {liding foot, To let them therefore paſle, 
and dic and periſh, I come to two other branches of the ne- 
gatiue part : civill honeſtie,and formall hypocrihe. 

Thelic indeed,are the rwo great engines, by which inthis 

C 3 full 
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fulllight and glorious noonetide ofthe Goſpell; the prince 
ofthis world draweth many multitudes into his ſnares in 
this life,and into chaines of darknefle in the life to come. 
Sweetneſle of nature, louelines of diſpoſition, fairenes of 
conditions, a pleaſing aftability in cariage,and conuerſation; 
at vnſiwaied vprightnes in ciuill actions, and negotiations 
with men,make a goodly ſhew, Bur if there be an acceſſion 
of profeſſion of the Goſpell, of outward performance of re- 


' » ligiousexerciſes, of ſome correſpondence with the ſeruants 


of God; why then the matter 1s ſtrike dead, There is the 
perfeftion, Whatſoeuer is aboue is proud hypocrihe,vaine- 
_—_ fingularitie, phantaſticke preciſeneſle ; when God 

nowes,there may be all this, and yet no power of religion, 
no life of grace,no true happineſle,no hope of eternitie, To . 
the demonſtration of whith point before I proceed, let mee 
preuent two obieCtions. 

Firſt, Idenie not, but that morall vertuouſneſſe is good, 
and excellent in it ſelf;the outward performance of rehgious 
duties, andthe exerciſe of the meanes of our conuerſion,are 
neceſſarie. But ifmorall vertuouſneſſe were able topur on 
the greateſt maguificence,and applauſe, that ever it ancient-- 
ly enioyed amongſt the preciſeſt Romans; whereby it might - 
worthily draw into admiration and iuſt challenge cven theſe 
times of Chriſtianity:yetin reſpeR of acceptance with God, 
and conformitie to his will ; and being not guided, and 
anCtified by fupernaturall grace, ir 15 but at the beſt,the 
very filthineſle of a menſtruous clout, And outward actions 
of religion, be they performed with as glorious a ſhew, and 
vndiſcernable conueiance, as ever they were by the moſt 
formal Pharifie:yer ſeuered from a ſound, and ſanGtified harr, 
the fountaine which gives te, ſaccrnefle and acceptation 
to all outward feruices,they are but all,as the cutting off of 
a dogs necke; and the offering of ſwines blood. 

Secondly, I doe not here by any meanespurpolethe dif 
comfort of that man, whoſe foule is yet wraſtling with the * 
grievous afflifctions,and terrors of conſcience in the ſore tra« 
uell of his new-birth:I wiſh ynto himgthe Fxecteſt comforts, 

* that 
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that either he in his deepriagonies can defire;or the bowels , 
of Gods tendereſt compaſhons are wont to porwre into bro- 
ken, and bleeding hearts, and that the ioytull light ofhis 
Saujours countenance may break forth vpon his cloudy, and 
drouping conſcience, with farre greater brightneſle then e.. 
a - an" Sun ypon the face of the earth, Neither doeI | 
purpoſe the diſcouragement of him, whotath happily paf- 
ſed the fearfull, bur neceflarie pangs of remorle for fins;and | 
hath already by the grace of God,laid hold vpon the merits, 
and mercies off Chriſt, by a true,though a weake faith, 1 wiſh 
that his ſoule,asa new-borne babein Chriſt, may bee tou. 
ched with the ſmoothe(t hand of the moſt wiſe, & charitable 

diſcretion; andrhat it maybe nouriſhed with the ſweeteſt 
milke of the moſt gratious, and comfortable promiles. I e- 
ner efteemed itmott bloody cruelty to quench the ſmoking 
flaxe, or breake the bruiſed reed,or to adde forrow to him 
whom the Lord hath wounded ; and therefore rather infi- 
nitely deſire, to turne the ſmoking flaxe into a burning fire 
of zeale; to refreſh the weake, and wounded heart, with 
foftelt oyle of Gods deareſt mercies; to make the bruiſed 
reed a piller of braſſe, that it may ſtand ſtrong, and ſuce, at , 
the day of triall, Whereupon, I pronounce ourof moſt cer- 
taine grounds of Gods eternall truth vnto the weakeſt 
faith, if true ard ſound ; that the gates of hell, with all 
the furie, and malice, of the prince andpowers of darke- 
neſſe, ſhall never preuaile againſt ir. That neither An- 
gels, nor princi aliries, nor things preſent, nor things to 
come; *nor depthes below, nor heights aboue, nor the 

creatures of tenne thouſand worlds, ſhall cuer bee able, , 

to workea ſeparation of it, from that infinite loue of God 

which firftplanted it in the heart, or adiſuuion of ir from 

Chriſt, which inſpires it continually with life,fpirit,and mo- 

tion, It is not difference of degrees, and meaſure, that takes 

| away the nature and being of it, A ſmall drop of water isas 
well,and truely water,as % whole Ocean : a little fparke is 

as truely fire, both in eſſence and quality, 3s the mighriett 


fame : the hand of alittle child,may receiue a pearle,as well 
A$- 


Pro.17.15. 


| This onel I muſt adui 
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as the hand of the greateſt Giant, though not hold it ſo 
ſtrongly : a weake faith, may be atrue Faith, and ſoa ſaving 
faith,as well as the full perfwafion and height of aſſurance, 
Ein this point; that if this graine of 
multard ſeed watered with the dew of grace, grow not to- 
wards a great tree: if this ſparke, enkindled by the ſpirit of 
God, ſpread not into a big flame : if this ſmall meaſure of 
faith be notedged with a longing feruencie after fulneſle 
of perſwaſion, and ſeconded with an afſiduous and ſerious 


, endeauor after more perfection ; it was no ſound and ſa- 


ving faith, but onely a counterfeit ſhew anda deceiving 
ſhadow, But yet for all this I cannot without a woe ſpeake 
ood ofcuill, and euill of good : I muſt not put darkeneſſe 
Pr light,and light for darkenes : Wile Salomon hath taught 
vs, that hee that tſtifieth the wicked, and hee that condemnerh 
*he inſt, enen they both are an abomination to the Lord, And 
therefore I muſt tell you, that a man may be great in the eye 
of the world, and in the iudgement of the greater part for 
his ciuill honeſty, and folemne performances of outward 
duties of religion ; ( to which many thouſands neuer at- 
taine) and yet himſclfe be not onely a ſtranger from the life 
of God,and right happinefle, and holden faſt vnder the po- 
wer and tyrannie of the firlt death : but alſo by accident, 
being puft vp viith a conceit of an imaginarie perfetion, 
become a violent oppoſite to the power of religion and 
true godlineſſs, The reaſon whereof may bee this: Our cor- 
rupt nature, as in matters of vndcrſtanding and opinion, 
worketh ineucry man a too too much loue of his owne in- 
uventions,and concluſions; all eppoſition inflames the affe- 
Ction, and ſers on foot the wit to findout arguments for 
their proofe, leſt hee ſeeme to haue beene too weake of 
iudgement in framing them, or too inconſtant innpt de- 
tending them : cuen ſoalſo in matters of life and conuetla- 
tion : andthe more plankble a mans courſe is, and che more 
gloriouſly it is entertained of the world, the ſtconger is his 
r-10;ution to continue in it, and the more impatienghce is 
ofall controlement and contradiction, Sothat merall ho- 
nelty, 


- * a; . 
any dnt bergintemCl goo 
,and outward religj \beingine lues 
and neceffarie, and 2 So ſep ro Chriſtianity: yer = 
cident are many times a ſtrong barre to keepe men from 
the power of godlinefſe and ynfained fincerity, Becauſe, 
when they contider their preſent courſe is in good accep- 
tance with the world, and thatitmay well confift with the 
free enioyment of their honours and pleatures, at leaft 
ariſing from their beloued and ſecret finnes , they willingly 
and peremptorily reſt and repoſe vypon it; contented witha 
probable error of being in the fate of grace, and with a 
plauſible paſſage vnto eternal death. And the rather,becauſc 
they knorw full well, if they ſhould Nep forward vnto for- 
wardnefle in religion and that inward holinefſe, without 
which they ſhall neuer fec the face of God; they ſhould 
not onely raiſe vp againſt themſelnes many thundring tem- 
ſts, of the worlds inſolent, falſe, and ſpitefull cenſures; 
talſocucn from the bottome of hell many diſturbances 


-and fearefull rentations, For I am perſwaded, while aman 


lies ſecure in the courſe of vnregeneration, if the diuell can 
procure it, he ſhall enioy his hearts defire, he ſhall bring his 
enterpriſes to paſſe, and not fall intoxrouble like other men. 
He onely then begins to beftirre himſelfe, when a man be- 

ins to {tirre rowards grace; or that by his traines, he hath 
Fake him to ſome paint of —_— to ſome dead life, 
to his death-bed ; that he may haue a full ſtroke at his de« 
ſtrution, that he may ſuddenly and certainely ſwallow him 
VP, nou andſoulec ; and then he = him home with 2 wit- 
neſſe : for cither through ſenſeleſneſle, or deſpaire, hee 
finkes him downe irrecouerably into the botrome of hell. 

Theſe two obicCions thus preuented:I come tothe proofe 
of the point in hand. And firſt, theſe reaſonsfollowing may 
demonſtrate, that he which reaches but to ciuill honeſty, 
comesfarre ſhort of being in Chriſt, and conſequently of 
zrur happineſle, 

Firſt, ſome of the heathens, out of thoſe weake notions 
and inclinations to vertuouſneſſe, which corrupted nature 
confuſedly imprintedin their minds attained a great mear 

lure 


1L 4 St: happineſs | 
2 Caro, bewe ſure of morall perfeQion. This e the® Hiſtorian gives "if 
Ss fend ofthe Romene Caro. Cats Dara, which did animate the | 
art _—_— faire ſpeculatine image of vertue /with lmely ary our 
pee prattiſe. Goodneſſe was ſo habitually incorporated into bis 
——_ a ara; that he dd goad,not for reſpelts and reſervedly , but bee 
ter facere non cauſe be conld poſſibly doe no otherwiſe, [mpartiall indifferency 
poteral , evique Yp.us the rule of bis attions; and bring free from the corruptions by 
. Y _ of the time, he was the ſame man, and had a free command oner | 
CR his paſſions, both in time of acceptation and diſgrace. It is fur- 1 
rer infttiZ;om- ther reported of Fabricizs, that a man might ſooner turne - 
nibw bumanis the ſun from his courſe, then to ſway Fabricius by reſpe&ts , 


in immwns, f,om honeſt and ingenuous dealing. And yet all theſe ex- | 

| nc 07 wo cellencies of morality are iufily and truefy cenſured by Di- e 
habnir, uiuity, to bc bur Þ g/orious /innes. Auſtin, that great diiputer, 
Paterculus and worthie father, confirmes it vnanſwerablie ; eſpecially ! 
lib.z. fr6thar groundin the Epiſtle tothe <Hebrues: #ihour farth ; 
: _— it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Let a mans workes bee in ſhew 
C ap.1 1.6, neuerſogood,ſo magnificent,ſo charitable; _ the heart 
be purged from dead workes by a liuely faith, and pure 
from an evill conſcience, hee is but a painted ſepulchre, or 
» whited wall. Burt yet take this by the way ; if theſe Hea- 
'theys, in the twilight of reaſon, became ſuch admirable 
lights of vprightneſſe and honeſty ; and yet Chriſtians in 
theſe daies, whenall the beames of Chriſts bleſſed Goſpell 
are ſhining and ſhed round about them, continue ſtill in 
darkeneſſe,cold and frozenin prophanneſle, and ſecurity; 
certainely, asit ſhall be eafter for Tyr and Sidon at the 
day of iudgement, then for Chorazin and Bethſaida : ſo it 
ſhall be oe for many Heathens, though to them impoſſi- 
ble, then for thoſe Chriſtians,that paſſe not them in vertue 
and integrity. {to and Fabricius at that day ſhallriſe yp 
againſt many lukewarme profeſſors of our times, to their e- 
ternall ſhame, confuſion, and condemnation, | 
The ſecondreaſon is grounded vpon the words of faint 
Paul, 1, Cor, 2. 14. The naturall man perceineth not the 
things of the ſpirit of God; for they ave foolſneſſe onto bim ; 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſprritmally diſcerned. 
In 
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—_—_ natural man)isnot ment only,the carnal and 
man,{winiſhly wallowing in vanitics and pleaſures : 
bur,as the beſt and ſoundeft interpreters conceiue it,cven 2 
man confidered with the whole compaſſe of the reaſonable 
ſoules poſſibility. And mis reaſonable foule,by that ftrength 
it yer rerains,fince it was by God juſtly diſinhericed of ali. 
rituall nic for Adams rebellion, may purchaſe ſome 
kind of perfeAions. Firſt,init ſelfe it may be excellent, if en- 
dowed with a ſharp wit,a quick apprehenfion,a ſtrong mind, 
s picrcing iudgement,a faithful , a more moderate 
wil,and milder affetions,Butifby induſtry and art it furniſh 
and fil every ſeueral faculty with thoſe ornaments and quali- 
ties,of which they are naturally capable, the perfeQtion is 
much more admirable, And jeg theſe excellencies in 
it ſelf, ir may ſhine gloriouſly to others, ir may go further,and 
inable is ſelf by a&ion,experience & obſervation, with ſuch 
an vniucrſal wiſdom,that it may not only be fic and qualified 
fornotable offices of fociety and entercourſe in politick Bo- 
dies:buralſo reach vnto þ depth of foreſight, and large com- 
prehenſion of circumſtances, that it may be worthie imploi- 
ment in affaires of State, andinthe direftion and py 
of whole kingdomes. All thefe perfeQtions may concurre vp- 
on the ſoule,and yer it remaineſtarke blind in the myſteries 
offaluation, Imagine them all ivintly in oneman, and in 
the higheſt degree of perfetion of which vuſanRified mor- 
caliric is capable, and let them bee never ſomuchadmired, 
and flattered of the world ; yet withour the falt of grace to 
ſcaſonthem,and the life of faithtoanimare them, they are 
bur as gay and rich attire vpona leprous bodie, asiewels, 
chaines,and bracelets,vpon a dead and rotten carcaſſe, Let 
noman then decciue his owne heart : he may be enriched 
with ſingular pregnancie of all the faculties of the ſoule,hee 
may be {tored with varictic of the choiſeſt and profoundeſt 
learning, he may expreſlcein ation and ciuill honeftie the 
abſolute portraiture of Ariſtot/es moral vertues;he may be as 
politike as eAbirophel: Whoſe connſell, which he counſelled in 
thoſe daies, Was like as onebad acked connſell at the yet 4 
| D 2 Goa : 
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Ged : and yet without ſuperna:urall illumination, and the 
divine graces, of faith, loue, zcale; finceritie,fpirituall wifc- 
dome,a fanQificd contention of ſpirit, in making towards 
God in all kind of duties, which onely puta man into poſ- 
ſeſſion of true happineſle,and fir him) for a bleſſed affociation 
with God, Angels,and holy men; I ſay without theſe ſuper- 
natural! graces he cannot enely, not perceive thethings of 
the ſpirit of God,but(which is a horrible and feareful curſe) 
cuen elieeme them fooliſhnes. 

The third reaſon ſhall be taken from the example of Ni- 
codemus, John 3. Nicodemus, I am perſwaded, was an honeſt 
and an ingenuous man; Iam ſure he was a great man, and a 
teacher of Iſrael; yet when he comes our of his ciuill hone- 
ſtic and naturall wiſdome to reaſon and confer with Chriſt 
abour the ſaluation of his ſoule and eternall happineſie ; hee 
isſtrangely childiſh and a meere infant. For when Chriſt tels 
him; Except a man be borne againe he cannot ſee the kingdome 
of God; he replies : How cana man be borne which is old? can 
he enter into his mothers wombe againe and be borne? Areplie, 
which may breed an aſtoniſhmentin all that ſhall euerreade 
this ſtory ynderſtandingly vnto the worlds end ; nay, it 
ſecmes to ſeeme ſtrange ro Chriſt himſelfe, by his interro- 
gatiue admiration afterward; eArt thos a teacher of Iſrael, 
and knowxeſt not theſe thizgs? And no marucll; for who would 
thiak,that one of the beſt of the Phariſes, a ruler of the Iews, 
a profeſt DoCtor in the Law and the Prophets, and one care- 
full co ſaue his ſoule, ſhould be fo groſſely and palpably ig- 
norant,in a moſt materiall and necefſarie point of faluation; 
eſpecially, having many times, no doubr, read it in Moſes 
and the Prophts? Amongſt many places, he might ſee,Ezech, 
36.26.27. moſtclecrelylaid downe the greatand glorious 
worke of aurnew birth : «A nev heart alſe will [ gine you, and 
4 new ſpirn will [ put within you, and | will take the ſtony hart cut 
of your body ,aud 1 will gne you a heart of fieſh.cc. Burt when he 
comes from teaching ,aud reading of this and the like places, 
to be examined in the practiſe and cxperimentall feeling of 
theſe grices of regeneration vpou his 6wne ſoule; why,hee 

. talkes 
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ealkes of a man that is old, entring againe into kis mothers 
wombe : from whence he ſhould certaine!y returne with a 
doubled pollution and corruption of nature; and oncernore 
the child of Satan,then he was before, Bur fo it is, where the 
hartis not ſeaſoned with fauing grace;let the vnderſtanding 
be neuer fo great with ſwelling knowledgo,, the practical} 
powers of the foule never fo pregnant with wiſdome and 
policic,and perfeted with morall vertues; yer there is no- 
thing to be expeRted from that man, in matters and myſte- 
rics of (aluation,bur darkenes and blindnefle, chikliſhac fie 
and ftupiditie, p p 

Fourthly, the young man in the Qoſpell may be a fic in- 
ance for Wo ella Me =— Ts 

externall iuſtice and outward obſcruances of the ſecond ta- 
ble,whercin civill honeſty doth principally conhilt : bur how 
farre hee was from inward fanctification,the ſtate of grace, 
and happineſle of Gods children,appeares-in the ſtory, For 

when the facred andpowerfull words of our blefied Sauior, 

had infinuatedinto the ſecrers of his ſoule,and firucke ar his 
ſiveer finne of couetouſneſſe;the young man is preſently caft 


into a fir of melancholie, Chriſt is too preciſe a preacher for + 


him, he cannot digeſt ſuch a ftrict and leuere courſe; he will 
not abandon his pleaſures of worldlinefle, his palaces, his 
poſſeſſions, to follow Chriftthe Lord of heaven and earth 
1 this life, chough he aſſure him of the rich treaſures of eter- 
nall bleſſednes in the life to come :When the young mean heard 
that ſaying fe went avay ſorrow full : for he had great poſſeſſions, 
Whereby we may ſce,thata man may be ciuilly honeſt and 
yacenſurable in ourward workes of iuftice, and yet harbour 
and nouriſh ſome cloſe corruptions, and ſweet finne in his 
heart : from which,rather then he will part, he willloſe; his 
part in Chrilt,the bottomleſle forntaine of endleficioies and 
comforts,and hisportion of ynualuable glory in the new Ic- 
rufalem. 

This point being thus manifeſt, for concluſion I will lay 
downe certaine ditferences, betwixt the righteouſneſſe of 
faith and ſanRification,and the righteoulneſle of ciuil hove- 
D 3 tie, 
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ſie, thata man may have ſome direRions to examine his 
foule and conſcience in this reſpeR, * 

Firſt, the fountaine and originall of righteouſnefſe of 
faith,is the ſanQifying Spirit of God. I call ir the ſanctifying 
ſpiric,becauſe the ſpirit of God may by a genetall influence 
concur tothe illumination of the ynderftanding with know- 
ledge,anda ciuill reformation of the wil euen in the vurege- 
nerate : but the ſanctifying ſpirit, by the miraculous opera- 
tive of ſaving grace,doth purge and mortifie the inmolt affe- 
tions, plant iultifying faith inthe heart, renew al the powers 
of the ſoule,and reinueſt them in ſome good meaſure with 
the bleſſed image of holinefle and integritie which they loſt 
in Adm. Buc the cauſe and fountaine of righteouſnefle of 
ciuill honeſty, may bee goodnefle of conftitution and inge- 
nuouſoeſle, whereby a man may notbe ſo aptandinclinadle 
to notorious finnes, or want of trials and prouccations,or 
feare. of lawes and tewporalt puniſhments,or deſire of repu= 
tation and rifing, or a vaine hope to ftay Gods iudgements 
for inward corruptions by civill neſle, or ar beſt, the 
reſtraining Spiritof God; by which hee doth onely reprefle 
the furies andoutrages of the wicked, and reduce them to 
forne moderation and honeſtie, for the quiet of his Ele and 
conſervation. of Kingdomes, For if Ged did nor put his 
hooke into thenoſtrils of prophane men, and his bridle into 
theirlippes, every one efiken, (fth cuery man hath in-his 
corrupt nature the ſeedes of all finnes that ever haue, are, or 
may be committed) I ſay, euery one ofthem might become 
2 cruell Sexacherth, a railing Shemer, a traiterous [udas, a 
bloodic Bowner, an helliſh Fawkes, fierce Woolues and Li- 
ons againſt thefillie and innocent Lambes of Chriſts fold, 

Secondly, righteoulneſſe of ciuill honeſtic in outward 
ations may make a colourable pretence of pietic and vp- 
rightnes;butindeed hath many ſecret relationstoplealures, 
ro friends,to profir,to preſermenes,to reuengement,to paſſi- / 
ons,partialities and events, and fuch like by-reſpeRs,not ca- 
filie diſcernable, bue by him whoſe ciesare tenne thouſand 
times brighter then the Sunne. Bur righteouſneſle of faith 
hath 


hathin all = ze maine { priocipall _ 
thin all aftions,forthe maine and principall end, 
the glory and honour of God: and if infirmide doe fore. 
times diſtaine them with ſome mixture and adherence of re- 
ſpets,(for whocan fay my heart is cleane? cuen thepureſt 
ations are mixt with tome ſpice of corruptions) it workes 
inthe faithfull ſoule much griefe, ſorrow, ſtriving agaioſt, 
repentance and humiliation, 

Thirdly, righteoufneſſe of faith doth labour watchfully, 
religiouſly and conſcionably in that particular calling , 
wherein Gods providence hath placed a man, audin allthe 
parts and ſpeciall duties of godlineflc and obedience. Bur 
ciuill honeſty wanders inthe generalities of religion ; and 
many times in impertinent, vnfctledand vnlinfited courſes. 

Fourthly, righteouſneſle of faith doth ftriue with grea- 
teſt ſci and contention of ſpirit for ſpirituall com 
fortanda good conſcience before God, Bur civill honeftic 
is fully ind finally ſatisfied with credit and plaufiblenefle a- 

mongſt men, 

_ _ Fifthly, civill honeſtic makes no great conſcience of 
ſmaller | ; as lying,lefſer oathes, gaming, prophane je- 
ſing, idlenefſe and paſtime on the Sabbath day, and the 
like, Butrighteouſneſſe of faith, hawing a ſenſible feeling of 
the heauie weight of finne, from thoſe anguiſhes which the 
conſcience felt before the infuſion of faith, and being Qi!l 
ſtung with a checke and fmart for all kind of tranſgreſſions, 
doth ſeaſonably and proportionablic hate and make reſi- 
Rance to all knowne finnes. 

Sixthly, ciuill honeſtic doth not vſe to make oppoſition 
againſt the ſinnes of the time, but iseuen —_— tobe ca- 
ried with the fireame ; onely ypon more faire and probable 
tearmes, then notorious finfulneſle; and therefore will goe 
on, and encourage a manin godly courſes,and good caules, 
yntill he meer with,cithera wound to his ſtate, a diſyrace to 
his perſon,a difturbance to his pleaſures, an impuration to 
his forwardnefſe, a ſtop to his preferments, lofle of friends, 
imminencie of danger, or any ſuch crofle and diſcou. 


ragement ; and then it teacheth him to ſtep backe, asa __ 
ready 
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ready to tread vpon a ferpent;and to ſtart afrde Tike a broken 
how, Butrightcouſneſſe of faith doth ſtand out for the ho- 
nour of God, and ordinarily goes thorow ſtitch, in good 
cauſes; come what come can; croſſes or calumniations, 
400d report or cuill-report,, men or divels, Forit is com- 
pleatly armed with-confidence of future happineſle, and 
hath fixt the eye vpon thecrowne of immortality; which 
ifheauen andearth confpired,they were not able to pull ir 
out of His hand, that reſerues it in the heavens, for all thoſe 
that fight a good fight, that keepe the faith, and run with 
conſtancie the race of ſantification, 

The next point of thenegativepart of my doftrine is for- 
mall hypocrifie, Which that you may more cleerely vndere 
and, conſider with me three kinds of ——_ hy- 
pocrifie,grofſe hypocrifie, formal hypocrifie, | 

Priuic hypocriic is that,by which a man makes profeſſion 
of more then is in his hart. And this fomtimes doth mixe it 
ſelfeuen with the ſaireft and moſt ſanRified ations of Gods 
deareſt children;and doth ſooneſt infinuate into a hart ſtored 
with the rich treaſures of true godlines. For Satan,ifhe can- 
not detain a mans ſoule in notorious finfulnes,in meere ciuil 
honeſtie, orformality, but that by the ſacred inſpirations of 
Gods good ſpirit it is pulled out of the mouth of hell, from 
the flauery of fin,and courſes of darkenes, into the glorious 
lighr,& li ns Chriſts kingdom;he is inraged with fierce 
and implacable furie, & doth ever certainly with eager pur- 
ſuir perſecute that ſoule, both by his owne immediate ma- 
lice, and by the cruell agencie ofprophane men. And iffo 


-be he cannot procure a ſcandalous relapſe into grofle fins; 


yer that he mayin ſome micaſure worke the diſhonour of 
God, andthe diſcomfort of his nobleſt creature, the two 
maine.cnds ofall the policies of hell; hee doth labour to 
diſtaine the pure ſircames of. divine grace in the foule pud- 
dle of our corrupted nature; and at leaſt tofaſten the ſpots 
of priuie hypocrifie vpon the beſt ations, and the very face 
of innocency. This, hypocrifie,as I take it, ariſeth frompi- 
ricuall pride, For whena godly tnan, by the great worke of 


regeneration 
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regeneration is become more excellent, then his neighbour ; Prou.t2.26 
as indeed he incomparablie-is, howſocuer the worlds cfti- 
mation be otherwiſe : Becauſe the one is, as yet, a limme of 
Satan,receiuing from him the curſed influence of feule pol- 
lurions, of vacleannes,and lying, of malice and revenge. of 
pride and prophanenes,&c : The other is already a bleſſed 
member of Chriſts myſtica!l body,continually inſpired with 
holy motions and thelite of grace, The one lies polluted in 
hisowne blood, encompaſled with the menſtruous clouts 
of loathſome corruprions; of all natures, except onely the 
diuell and his angels, the moſt wretched and woefull; of 
the familic ofhell , heire of horrour and defolation : The 0- 
ther by the immorcall ſeed of the pure and powerfull word , 
of God,ismade partaker of the dine nature ; clothed with 2,Per.r.4. 
the rich and vnualuable robe of Chriſts juttice, guarded 
with an invincible troope of heauenly Angels; iultly inti- 
euled to a kingdome of vnconceiueable glory andplealures, 
.moe then the (tarres of the firmaiment in number. The one 
is a wrongfull vſurper of the riches, honours and prefer- 
ments of his life, for which hercafcer hee muſt be condem- # 
ned to chaines of eterpall darkenes, and a dungeon of end- 
leſſe miſetic and confuſion : the other while he continues in 
this world, is a rightfu!l owner and poſlcſſor of the earth, 
and all the creatures and bleſſings of God ; and when hee 
departs hence, he ſhall bee made 2 glorious inhabitant of 
thoſe ſacred manſions, where conſtant peace, vnmixed 
ioyes,and bleſſed jmmortality cuen for ever and euer doe 
dwell. Which great difference when the godly man per- 
ceives,and his owne prerogatiues, he is fled with a {trange 
and ioyfull amazement and admiration at his owne happi- 
neſſe : which Saran ſeeing, who is perfectly experiencedin 
all aduantages and opportunities for ſpirituall aſſaults, and 
working vpon the reliques of mans proud nature, doth cun- 
ningly draw him co.aduance aboue that which is meet with=- 
in himſelſe, in his owne opinion, the. worth of his owne 
racesand vertues. Which that he may conuey and repre- 
to the view of the world, with an excellencic propor- 
tiovable 
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tionable to his owne ouerweening conceite ; he is forced to 
admit the ſecret and inſenhible poyſon of priuie hypocriſie, 
which he doth more eafily at the firftentertaine, becauſe 
the peſtilencie and bitterneſſe thereof is nor diſcernable b 
reaſot of the predominancie and {weetneſle of the freſh 
preſent graces of Gods ſpirit in his ſoule, Burt when by af- 
flictionsor diſgraces, by ſome extraordinary temptation or 

articular gheckes from che Miniftery of theword, the vg 
lineſſe of itts diſcouered ro his conſcience ; hee for cuer ib 
horres it,asa conſuming canker,that would fret out the ve 
ry heart of grace, and extinguiſh the life of ſincerity ; and 
therefore with much humiliation and feruencie doth pra 
again(t it, ſtrive againſt it, and by the mercies of Godpre- 
uaile againſt ir, 

This kind of Hypocriſie belongs not to my preſent pur- 
pole ; onely by the way let mce giue aduertiſement to the 
child of God, for to him onely I ſpeake in this point *to 
the end he may keepe his hcart vnblameablc in holinefle, 
and preſerue the true reliſh and ſound joy of good ations 
entirc,and vndiflempered : that he would ſtrongly fence his 
heart, with a gracious and ynfained humility, againſt priuie 
pride the mother of rhis hypocriſie; as againſt a clole, yn. - 
dermining,and a moſt dangerous enemie ;and the more ſe- 
rioufly and watchfully for theſe reaſons : partly drawne 
from the nature of the {inne ; and partlyfrom the {tate of his 
foule. From the nature of the finne: 

Firſt, other finnes grow from poyſonous and ns 
roots;as Adulterie,from idlenefſc;Faction,from diſcontent ; 
Murder,from malice; Ieſting out of the word of God,froma 
a prophane heart; the Killing of ſoules, from nonrefidency ; 
Enuvie and flatcerie,from a baſe and vomanly weakenes of 
minde; Violent ambition, from a diftruſtfull independency 
ypon God; Scorning of godlineſlce,from a reprobate ſenle : 
but this finne ſpringeth | 2 faire and vnluſpeRted foun- 
taine, euen from zeale, godly ducies, and good ations, 

Secondly, other grofle ſinnes ſpread themſclues vniuer- 


ally ouer the whole corrupt maſſe of all the ſons of ans 
ut 
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but this roy fingle outthe choſen of God, and takes yp his 
ſeare in the ſanQified ſoule, 

Thirdly,this finne doth vnauoidably wind it ſelfe into the 
heart of a man, with aflie and peculiar kind of infinuation, 
For when a godly man fora good ation or inward grace 
doth ſeeme to diſclaims pride1in his conſcience, hee may be 
proud thathe is not proud,cuen of his humilitie, and that he 
1s able ro defcrie his pride and corruptions more then others 
can doe. Soendlefſe are the mazes of Satans circular temp- 
tations, 

Fourthlie, there is no depth of knowledge,no meaſure of 
race,no eminencie of zeale can bee exempted from hazard 
of ſurpriſal, by this laſt and moſt cunning encounter of Satan 
by privie pride, Pas/,that greatin{trument of Gods greateſt 
glorie, in whom there was a matchilefſe concurrence of di- 
wine graces,and yarietie of all manner of afflitions,notable 
meanes to keepe the heart of man inhumilitie; yetleſthee 
ſhould be exalted out of meaſure thtough the abundance of 
revelations, there was giuen vnto himapricke inthe fleſh, 
the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, 

Reaſons taken from the ſtate of the regenerate ſoule, are 
theſe, 

Firſt, let the beſt and moſt mortified man turne the cie of 
hisconſcience from the fruitlefſe and dangerous fpeculati- 
ons of his owne worthineſle, and faſten it a while vpon his 
corruptions and infirmities,vpon his many deficiences in re= 
ligious duties and executions of his calling, wantsand weake 
neſles in prayer and inward deuotion, his dulneſſe and vn- 
cheerefulnes inreligious exerciſes, his omifſhons of ſeruices 
and occaſions for the enlarging of the Kingdome of Chriſt, 
his cold and ſometimes cowardly proſecution of good cau- 
ſes,hisnow and then linking froma bold profeſſion of fin- 
ceritie, ſor feare of the vaine and wretched impurations of 
worldlings, cc. and out of this confideration,he will be fo 
farre from ſelſe-conccitedneſle, and a partiall overualu- 
ing of his owne gifts and vertues, that hee will find much 


matter and iuſt cauſe to renew his repentance,toſtand vpon 
E 2 his 
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his guard againſt fpirituall pride, to continue and encreafe 
his humiliation, to double his zeale and reſolution for the 
glorifying of God, and ſubduing his owne ſecret corrup- 
rions, 

Secondly, let him conſider, how before his calling hee 
marched furiouſly and deſperately vnder Satans colours, in 
the purſuite of plealures, vanities and worldly honours; with 
how reſolute hatred and contempt he oppoled againſt fince- 
riticand fauing grace, as againſt needlefſe preciſenefle and 
folly, how fearcleſly and how farre he ran in the paths of ini- 
quitie, andthe Ginſul paſſages of the kingdome of darkenes; 
where no reward was to be expeCted but ſhame and miſerie, 
But after itpleaſed the Lord to place his Angellin the way 
to ſtop the torrent of his impieties.and to ſet his ſacred word 
before his eies,as a glorious light to dire him inthe waics 
of righteouſneſle ; let him remember how often hee hath 
Rarted afide for falſe ang imaginarie feares, how often hee 
hath tumbled euen in the euen path through his own heed- 
leſneſle, how often hee hath Rood (till in his way, cither ga- 
zing on the painted and lyin glory of the world, orlilte- 
ping tothe allurements and deceitfull charimes of his owne 
fleſh. Nay,how ſometimes he hath bin inforced to retirc by 
ſome cunning traine and malicious {tratageme of Satan, So 
that fince his converſion hee hath but run faintly and flow- 
ly,and won little ground in the race of godlinefle, although 
there be ſer before him cheprice of y high calling, the high- 


. eſtaduancement of the ſoule,fulneſſe off ioy,and the pretious 


treaſures of immortalitie, And ifhe demurre a while tound- 
ly vponthispoint, he may for euer feare leſt a ſelfe-liking 
of his owne excellencie, be iuftly plagued with a ſcandalous 
fall into ſoine groſke finne, which befidesit owne particular 
ſting,will vnto his great diſcomfort awake the old ſinnes of 
his vnregeneration, like ſo many ſleeping Lions,with open 
mouthes to charge afreſh vpon the conſcience with new 

terrors and fearefull vexations, 
Thirdly, letthe godly Chriſtian looke vp art the liberall 
and mercifull hand of God, which out of the —_—_—_ 
epth 
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depth ofhis ownebouptie hath reached vnto him,whatſoe= 
uer gifts he hath ; whether of bodie,or mind, of honours or 
outward pofſefſions,of nature or grace : and he ſhall find far 
preater reaſon to be continually grieued and humbled, that 
the bright and vaſpotted beames of Gods ſandtifying Spirit 
are foulcly darkened aud leflened in his body of death, then 
to be exalted in his owne conceit,in thatit hath pleaſed God 
of his meere and free mercie to illighten the darkenes of his 
heart; without which ſupernaturall illumination he ſhould 
haue liued in blindnefle and miſerably vntil death, and after 
this life bin ca(t ouc into verter darkeneſlc and remedileſle de- 
ſolation, ; 

Fourthly,let him take heed how he harbors and nouriſhes 
this viper of ſpiricuall pride in the boſome ofhis ſoule ; leſt ix 
taking bac heate and warmth. from his zeale, en- 
danger the whole frame of his new man. Eithes by perſwa- 
ding him to embrace ſome groundleſle fingularitie of vn- 
warrantable opinions, which by reaſon of his yertwes will 
ſpread more plaulibly,and by conſequent more dangerouſly, 
For a perſwabon of integritie is not onely a motiue toroote 
an opinion deepely in a mans owne apprehenſion, bur alſo a 
meanes to make it more currant and paſfable with the admi- 
rers of his graces, Orelſe this ſpirituall pride,may by Gods 
lt judgement draw vpon him a deadneflc of heart, a dul- 
. nes of zeale, an intermiſſion of operations of grace, which 
the child of God doth infinitly more feare then any afflicti- 
on or croſle that can poſſibly befall him from prophane men, 
either vpon his body,or ftate,or good name. 

Theſe reaſons may iultly mooue every faithfull Chriſtian, 
with muchearneſtneſle and prayer to labour after,and fertle 
ſurely in his hearta true and vndiſſembled humilicie, as the 
onely ſoueraigne meanesto preſerue the life and vigour of 
his graces in his owwne ſoule, their fruit and benefit ro others, 
their bleſſing and acceprtation with God ; and with the 
watchfull:(teic of his ſpiricuall wiſdome, to hold in perpe= 
tuall icaloutic the cunning ſleightrs and windijogs of this in- 
fauaciue linne of priuie pride,that both ſo peltilenta canker 
3 may 
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may be kept out of the ſoule, and the paſſage may be ſtopt to 
priuie hypocriſie ; v ith which, I cold you tfore, Satan doth 
endeauor with might and maine to diſcomfort and diſgrace 
the ations and exerciſes, euen of the child of God, 

The ſecond kind of hypocrifie is grofſe hypoctifie ; b 
which a man profeſſeth that which isnotin his heart at all, 
and fo decciues others, but not his o'wne heart, And this is 
moſt properly _ : For the Grecke word «#menic, fig 
nifieth a {tage-plaier; who ſometimes putteth on the roabes 
and maieſtic of a Prince, himſclfe being of a baſe and neg- 
leed Nate : Or the grauitic and wiſdome of a Counſeller, 
himſclfbeing of roguiſh & difſolute conditions:Sometimes 
he repreſenteth a chaſt and modeſt louer,his owre life being 
a praQiiſe of vncleannele : Sometimes he afſumeth a good 
and honeſt yocation, his own being accurſed and ynwarran- 
table.- Even ſuch is the groſle hypocrite vpon the ſtage of 
this world;a very painted ſepulchre and whited wall, glori- 
ous indecd in outward faſhions and ſolennitics, in ſhewes 
and repreſentations to the cie of the world; butif it were 

offible for a man to make an exact inquirie into the cloſe 
and hidden paſſages of his heart, he ſhould find many black 
and bloodie proieRs,for compaſſing reuenge cuen ypon ſur- 
miſed oppoſites, many ambitious Reps built vpon Alatterie 
and diſlembling baſeneſle and briberie for his riſing and 
preferments; many ſtinging ſwarmes of fierie luſts and im- 
pure thoughts, which are either ſpent in ſpeculatiue wan- 
tonneſle and the adulteries of the heart, or elſe for ſeare of 


the worlds notice,breake out onely into a ſtrange and ſecrer 
hlthinefle. In a wordvnder the vaile ofhis outward religi- 
ouſneſſe, hee ſhould ſee a perfe&t anatome of the infinite 
and deceitfull corruptions of the heart of man, and many 
plauſible and politicke conuciances to bleare the cies of the | 
world, howſocuer wretched man ypon his owne fillie and 
forlorne ſoule he _ drawes an exceeding waight of 
h 


vengeance, This kind of hypocrite is more miſerable and 

of lefſe hope thenthe open fnner. | 
Firtt, becauſe he ſinneth againſtthe light ofhis conſcience, 
which 
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which manner of ſinning makes him incapable of fauin 
graces. For how can that heart which to naturall hardoeſſs 
addeth a voluntary obfirmation in finne and reſiſtance to 
godly motions, recciue the ſoftening and ſanRifying firir 
of God ? How ſhould thoſe vnrulic affections be tamed b 
the power of religion, who pleaſe themfſelues, and hold it 
their greateſt glory to ſeeme moſt moderate ourwardly , 
when inwardly they boile moſt intemperately in luſt, ns be 
malice, contempt of zealous (umplicicy,and in other foulett 
pollutions? How ſhould the brightneſle of wiſedome ſhine, 
where the windowes of the ſoule are ſhut cloſe, wiltully and 
ypon ſet purpole? 
Secondly, by reaſon of the ſhining lampe of an outward 
rofeſhon,howlſocuer he want the oyle of grace in his hearr, 

c ſo dazles the eyes of men, that he barres himſelte of thoſe 
reproofes and wholeſome admonitions, whereby the open 
ſinner is many times confounded and amazed in his conlici= 
ence, humbled and caſt downe in himſeite, and happily re- 
claimed and conuerted, | 

Thirdly, all publicke reprchenſions and aduertiſements 
from the Miniltery of the word, although they be as ſo ma« 
ny loud cries ſounding in his cares, to awake him ou: of the 
dead ſlumber of hypocrihe ; he cither interprets to proceed 
from ſome particular malic*, or indilcreet heate ; ynd fopal- 
ſes them ouer with abitterand peremptorie cenſure : or elſe 
out of the pride of kis heart hee poſteth them ouer from 
himſclſe,as not infainous or notorious in the worlds opini. 
on, and transfers them vpon the open ſhnners, being af- 
ſured that in the indgement of others whom hee blinds 
and deludes by his Art of Secming, they belong not ro 
him, 

Fourthly,he is iuſtly obnoxious to an extraordinarie mea» 
ſure of Gods batred and indignation, For every ingenuous 
man out of the grounds of morality, holdcch in greatelt de- 
teſtation a douvling and diflembling companion ; as a fel- 
low of extreme baſencſſe and ſeruility, moſt vynworthie to 


he entertained cithcr into his inward aftcRions and _ 
y, ation 
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bation,or outward ſeruices and imployments ; how much 
more the God ofheauen and earth, who ſeeth cleerely in- 
to the inmoſt cloſer of the heart? For hell and deſtruction 
are befote the Lord, how much more the hearts of the ſors 
of men? I fay,how much more mult he needs double his in- 
finite hve of fin againſt the double iniquity of hypocriſie? 
how muſt his ſoule abhorre that wretched creature, which 
beares the world in hand,and makes a ſhew vnto men, that 
he hands for God and his honour and ſeruice ; but indeed 
isa cloſe fator for Satan, his owne pleaſures and the po 
wers of darkenes? Andas the hypocrite is lubietto Gods 
extraordinarie hatred; ſo is hee liableto an cxtraocdinarie 
weight of vengeance: For when the wrath of the Lord1s 
once enkindled againſt him, it is powred our like fire, and 
burnes cuen to the bottome of hell. His feare commeth like 
an horrible deſolation, and his deſtruction like a whirle- 
wind, Terrors ſhall take him as waters, and a tempeſt ſhall 
carric him away by night: And fo certaine are theſe plagues, 
that as though the hypocrite were already turned into a di- 
uell,or into - very herie lake, it is ſaid in the Goſpell,of 
other ſinners, that they ſhall haue their portion with the hy- 
pocrite,where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of recrh, 
Good Lord, it is ſtrange and fearefull, that ſo noble and 
excellent a creature as man, endewed with reaſon and vn- 
derſtanding like an Angell of God; hauing beſides the pres+ 
tiouſnes of the holy booke of God,thole great and vniuec- 
fall motiues,the immorrality of the ſoule,the reſurreion of 
the dead, the ioyes of the kingdome of heauen, the endlefſe 
aines of the wicked, which except he be a damned Atheiſt, 
® doth certainely belecue ; and whereas hee might liue on 
earth with ynconquerable comfort, and ſhine hereafter as 
the brighenes of the firmament, bee a companion of Saints 
and Angels, and ſtand in the glorious preſence of the highs 
eſt Maieſtie for ever and cuer : yetfor all this will everrwil- 
fully againſt the light of his conſcience, and with the cer- 
taine knowledge of his heart, by his groſlſe hypocrilic, ſe- 
cret abominations and yncleannes, priuie practiles for ſome 
-  weetched 
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wretched pleaſures and preferments, make himſelfe in the 
esof God, deceive men, a very incarnate 
iuell ypon earth ; and&after this life, iuttly heape vpon his 
body and ſoule all the horrours and deſpaires, tortures and 
plagues which a created nature is capable of, 

Oh that the hypocrite would conſider theſe things in 
time, leſt the wrath and fieric iclouſie of the Lordbreake 
forth ypon him ſuddenly and incuitably like ſorrowes _ 
a woman in trauell, and teare him-in pieces when there bee 
none thatcan deliver him, Well may he carric the matter 
ſmoothly for a time, and by his iugling diſſhmulation caſt a 
miſt about him,and inwrap himſelfe in darkenefle from the 
eyeof the world; yetlethim know thatin the meane time 
his finnes are writing by the hand of Gods iuſtice, with the 
pointofa Diamond in the regiſter of his conſcience, and 
When their number and meaſure is accompliſhed, the Lord 
will come againſt him cuen with whole armies of plagues 
and vengeance, as againſt the moſt hatefull obieCt of hisre- 
uvenging iuſtice,the moſt baſe and ynnaturall Oppolite to ſo 
_ Maieſty,and the moſt notorious and tranſcendent in- 

ent of Satans deepeſt malice. 

This kind of hypocrite belongs not to mypreſent le; 
and therefore I leaue him, without ſound and timely repen- 
tance,to ſome ſtrange and markeable iudgement euen in 
this life : Or ifhe paſſe theſe few daies honourably and proſ- 
perouſlie, as it is many times the lot of the wicked, lot him 
expeR ypon his deaths-bed the fierie darrs of Satan empoy- 
ſoned with helliſhmalice and cruelty, tobe faſtned deepely 
in his ſoule, and ſuch pangsand anguiſh of conſcience, that 
will poſſeſic him of hell before hand, Or if he departout of 
this world without ſenſe of his finne,or elſcat the beſt with 
ſome formalland perfunRorie ſhew of penitencie; yetlet 
his heart tremble for the feares that it ſhall feare at the 
yu and terrible day of the Lord, when the vizard of his - 

ypocrifie ſhall certainely be pulde off his face,and he aſha- 
med and confounded inthe preſence of the bleſſed Trinity, 
of Angels, and all che menthat euer were,and irrecouerably 

F abandoned 
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abandoned from the face of Godand from the fruition of 
his ioyes,to the moli conſuming flame of the fire of hell, and 
the lothſomeſt dungeonof the bortomleſle pir, 

The third kind of hypocrifie is Formall Ge, by 
which a man doth not onely deceive others with a ſhew of 

iety and outward forme of ___ but alſo his owne 
La with a falſe conceit and perſuaſion that he is in a hap- 
pic ſtate, whenasin truth his ſoule was neuer yet ſeaſoned 
with ſauing grace and the power of religion, AndIbeſeech 
you marke me in this point: it is of greateſt conſequence 
toeucry one for a ſound trialland examination of the ſtate 
of his conſcience, whether he yet liue the life of God, and 
and in the fate of grace, or licenthralled in the fetters 
andlauerie of finne and Satan, For herein I muſt tell you 
. how farre a man may proceed in outward profeſſion of the 
truth, in ſupernaturall decreaſe of ſinfulneſſe, in ſome kinds 
and meaſure of inward graces, and yet come vttcrly ſhore | 
of true happineſle; and without an addition of the truth of 
regeneration anda found connerſion, ſhall bee cut off for e- 
uer from all hope of immortality, and ſhall neucr bee able 
to ftand firme and ſure in the day of the Lord Ieſus, 

For a more perſpicuous explication of this point,conceiue 
with me thoſe perſe&tions which may befall aman as yet 
ynregenerate andin fate of damnation, 

We may ſuppoſe in him: firſt, all thoſe gifts which the 

ſibility of nature can conferre. vpon him, all ornaments 
of Arts and knowledge, of wiſedome and policie, not one- 
Iy that which is purchaled by experience, obſervation, and 
imployment in points of State;bur alſo the ſpirit of govern= 
ment, as San/had. To theſe wee may adde,gentlenefle and 
faireneſſe of conditions, an exaQtnefſe of ciuill honeſty and 
morall juſtice, immunity from grofſe and infamous finnes, 
And thusfar the heathens may goe : And thus far we pro- 
ceeded in our laſt Diſcourſe.But intheſe times of Chriſtia- 
nity a reprobate may goe farre further then cuer the moſt 
innocent Heathen that euer liued could poſſibly ; though 
me of them were amizable for their mild and mercifull 

. Cviſpoſtion, 


diſpoſition, ſome for theit vertuous ſeucritie, ſome for inte” 
tie of life, ſome for conſtancie and reſolution in goodness 
Laefor preferring the vnſportedneſle of their life before 
moſt exquiſit torrures, For to all theſe he may adde a glori- 
ous profeſſion of the Golpell, a performance of all putward 
duties and exerciſes of religion,many workes of charity and 
monuments of his rich magnificence. Nay, beſides all this 
he may be made partaker of ſome meaſure of inward illumi- 
nation, of a w of truc regeneration, there being no 
grace effeQually wrought in the faichfull, whereof a reſem- 
lance may notbe ſound in the ynregenerate. This laſt point 
will more clearel are vnto you out of the 8, of Lake, 
and the 8. tothe — 

In the $. of Luke, the hearer reſembled vnto the Rtonie 

ound, is the' formall hypocrite; who is there ſaid, tobe- 

ceue for atime,and therefore by the inward, though more 
generall and inferior working of the ſpirit,may haue a tem- 
porarie faith begot in him. In which faub we may conſider 
theſe de 

Firſt;Nemay be endewed with vnderſtanding and know- 
ledge inthe word of God, | 

e may be perſwaded that it is diuinely inſpired, and that 
it is moſt crue, 
may ſee clearely by the Law of God the grieuous in- 
tollerableneſle of his finnes, and the heauic iudgements due 
vnto them, by 

He may bee amazed and terrified with fearcfull horror, 
and remorſe of conſcience for his finnes, 
 Hemaygiue afſent vnto the couenant of grace in Chriſt, 
25 molt certaine and ſure; and may conceive, that Chriſts 
merits are of an inualuable price, and amoſt pretious reſto= 
ratiue toa languiſ oe ſoule. 

He may be perſwaded ina generalitic and conſuſed man- 
ner,thatthe Lord will make good his couenant of grace vn- 
to the members ofhis Church ; and that he will plencifully 
performe all the promiſes of happineſle ypon his children, 
He may be troubled in min _ grudgings and diſtra- 
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ions, with reluQation and ſcruplgs before the commiſſion 
of linne,our of the —_— of naturall conſcience, ſeconded 
with aſeruile apprehenſion of divine vengeance, but cſpeci- 
ally illightned with ſome glimmerings of this temporarie 
faith. Much adoe was there cuen with Pi/ate,inward trouble 
and tergiuerſation, before he would bee brought to giue 
judgement on Chriſt, Herod was ſorie before he beheaded 
Tohn Baptift. And theſe menl hope, werefarre ſhort of the 
perfeions attaineable by the formall hypocrite, - 

After a finne committed beſides the outward formes of 
humiliation,by the power of this temporarie faith, he may 
bee inwardly touched and affeted withſome kind and de- 
oree of repentance and ſorrow'; 1 meane not onely rhar 
which is a preparative todeſpaire and helliſh horror, bur 
which may ſometimes preuent remporall iudgernens, as in 
eAch4b,and with a lumbering and ſuperficial quiet, ſecure 
the conſcience for atime. And from this faith may ſprin 
fruits> Same kind and meaſure of hope, loue, Shree 
other graces. It is ſaidin the Evangeliſts, that" that hearer 
which wecall the formall hypocrite, recciues the word with 
ioy. Whence may be gathered : 

Firſt, that with willingnelſe and cheerefulnefſe, hee may 
ſubmit himſelfe to the miniſterie of the word. . 

With forwardnefle and ioyfulneſſe, hee may follow 

ent Sermons, 
With a diſcourſe of the ſufferings of Chriſt, he may be mo- 
. uedeuen yntoteares for compaſſonate indignation, that fo 
glorious and infinite innocencie ſhould be vext with al man- 
ner of indignities and torments for the groſſe and willfull 
impiecties of ſinfull men. 

e may loue and reverence, giue countenanice and patro- 
nageto the Miniſters, whom he heares with gladnefſe. For 
itisthe nature of man,to be kindly and louingly affe&ed yn- 
to him that brings him a meſſage of joy and comforr. 

He may eſteeme the negligent, or no hearersof the word 
of God, as prophane and of ſcared conſciences : which do 
not onely abandon the neceſſary meanes of faluation, bur 

that 
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"tharthey may with more ſeeuritie andabſoluteneſſe reape in 
this life what ſenſuall profit or pleaſure ſocuer the wor!d 
yeeldeth, endeuour to baniſh and extinguiſh all thoughe 
and notice of hcauen or holineſfe. 

The word of God by this temporary faith and other gra- 
ces may worke ſuch a y dr in him,as is called rhe vncleane 
ſpirits going ont of a man : Matth.1 2.43. eA flying from the 
pollutions of the world: 2,Pet.2.20. A waſting : 2.Pet.2. 32. 
And m e ſuch power ypon him, that he 1nay doe 
things therafter, Herod is aid to haxe rewerenced /ohn,to bane 
beard himgladly,and ts hane done many thmgs : Marke 6,20, 

To thele for illuſtration, and becauſe we are hereafter to 
conſider their differences from a true, entire and yniuerſall 
ſanRification; we may adde thoſe fiue degrees incident to 
the reprobate : Heb,6, 

Firtt,hee may bee illightened in his vnderſtanding, with 
fome glimpſes of heauenly light. 


Secondly,he may haue ſome taſte in his heartofthe hea- 


uenly gift. 

Thirdly, he may be made partaker of the holy Ghoſt, the 
authour and fountaine of all graces. 

He may in ſome meaſure enioy the good word of God, 
the gloriousinſtrument of the conuerſidn of ſoules. 

He may haue ſome taſte and feeling cuen of the powers of 
the world to come, 

Nay,and beſides all theſe, that which nailes him faſt ynto 
formalitie, and makes him with contettment to walke in a 

lodding courſe of outward profeſſion ; isa perſwaſion that 

he isalready in the way oflife, when as yet hee neuer entred 
no not the very firſt ſtep yntoit. For indeed he may be per- 
ſwaded,though fromfalſe and miſtaken | at he is 
rich in heauenly things and hath needof nothing,and that 
he is already rofleſſed of the kingdome of grace & ijntituled 


eo the kingdome of glory; and yet bee moſt wrertFedand 
miſerable,and poore,and blind, and naked. Hisftate in this 
caſe being not vnlike the dreame of a poore or hungry man, 
which in his dai 


fleepe filleth himſclſe with yarictic of daintics, 
F 3 or. 
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or tumbles himſelfe amid his rictvtreaſures and heapes of 
gold : bur when he awaketh, behold he is faint, his foule lon- 
gerh,aud he embraceth nothing bur emprines and aire;yea, 
and beſides, the very imaginary fruition of his ſuppoſed 
pineſſe,when he is awaked, encreaſeth his languiſhing,and 
doubles the ſenſe of his neceſſities. Euen ſo the formall hy- 
ite in thislife dreames of much comfort to come,makes 
Re efhraten, thinkes himſelfe the onely man, his a4qe1e 
terifeler, as the Apoſtles callesit, his forwe of godlmeſſe in his 
conceit,is the onely true tate of faluation ; whatſocuer is 
ſhort of him, is prophaneneſle; whatſocuer is aboue him 
is preciſenefle. | 5 I vpon his deaths bed hee awa- 
keth, and hath his conſcience illightned, and his particu- 
lar finnes reucaled ynto him, in ſtead of catching a crowne 
of glorie,which he hath vainely pofleſt in bis hopefull ſecu- 
ritie,he graſpeth nothing but teare and amazement,anguiſh 
and ſorrow, Yea,and now his formerfalſe perſwaſion of his 
happie ſtate enlargech the gulfe of his ire, and makes 
him more ſenſible of his preſcnt and ynexpeRted miſeries. 
Giue me leaue Ibelecch you to enlarge this point,and to 
acquaint you with ſome reaſons of this perſwaſion. For a 
falſe erfiraſion of alreadie being in the ſtate of grace, is 
a barre that keeps thouſands from the ſtate of grace indeed, 
The good fpirit of God you know doth perſwade cuerie 
regenerate man by a ſiveet and filent inſpiration, out of a 
conſideration of an vniuerſall change and ſaniificatiun,and 
_ fincentie in all the powers and parts of his ſoule and 
ody, & calling,that he is moſt certainly in the ſtare of grace 
_ ow of heauen, Whence ſpring perpetually bob ri- 
uers of ynſpeakeable comfort, that molt then refreſh his 
ſoule when hee is neereſt to bee overwhelmed of the maine 
Ocean of the worlds biteerneſle and preſſures, 

In a lying reſemblance to this ſacred worke ofthe holie 
Ghoftin the hearts of Gods children, Satan left he be wan- 
ting to his, puts on the glory of an angell oflight; andinſi- 
nuateth into the imagination of the formall hypocrite ſome 
flaſhes of comfort and conceites that he isin Rate of _ 

an 
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and ſhall be ſaued, Whence iſſvesa curſed ſecurity, a wret.. 
ched oppoſition to more finceritie then he finds in himſelſe, 
a ſlumber and benummednes of conſcience, an impatiencie 
of hauing his formalitie cenſured by the miniſterie of the 
word ; aneglect of amore ſound ſearch into theRate of his 
foule, For Satan in his Angelicall forme tels him that more 
firinefſe and puricy is but onely a proud hypocrifie and 
pretence of ſuch as affe a tranſcendencie aboue the ordi. 
narie degrees of holines, and bids him take heed of bein 
roo bulie and Jao—_—_ in taking, notice of eucry ſmall 
corruption and infirmitie ; for tendernes of conſcieiice, and 
a too nice apprehenfiucnes of ceuery little hnne,will vncom- 
fortablic enchaine himco Melancholy, Vnſociablenes, and 
ſome degrees of deſpaire. And howſoeuer, faith Satan, ſome 
Preachers of precifer humour our of their vnhallowed zeale 
and cenforious auſterity breath out nothing againftthee bue 
fire and brimitone, indignation and wrath, damnation and 
horrour ; yet rake not theſe things to hearr,butler ſuch per- 
emptorie comminations paſle as malicious thunderbolts, 
diſcharged from too herie ſpirits, begot by indiſcreet heare, 
and direted ro private ends. Thus this wilie ſerpent cries 
peace,peace vato his ſoule , when God knowes there isno 

ace towards, bur noiſe and tumbling of garments in 

lood, and burning and deuouring of fire, The conſcience 

indeed may bee a for a whilc, like a fierce wild beaſt 

thering vigour and puiſſance, that being awaked by 
the hand of God at the approch of fickneſle or death, may 
more implacably rent, deuoure and torment for euer, 

ButIcome to the grounds of this perſuaſion. I told yee 
before that the ſpirit of God aſſures his children that th 
are in fate of grace,out of a conſideration of an vniuer 
fincerity inall their waies. Bur Satan for his children hath 
etherreaſons, which I conceiue to be ſuch as theſe : 

Firſt, the formall hypocrite isnotablic confirmed that his 
fate is good, when he compares himſelfe with thoſe which 
are more finfull : as Murderers, Adulterers, Drunkards, 


Prophaners of the Sabbath, Viurers, Swearers, m—_— 
ers 
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ters out of the word of God, and fellowes of fuch notori- 
ousranke, But if beſidesthe diſclaiming of theſe, his con- 
ſcience bee able to informe him of his ciuill honeſty, ex- 
ternall iuſtice, ſome workes-of charity, &c, why 'thenthe 
matters put out of all- controuerſie, and he preſently cano- 
nizeda faint in his owne conceite, You may ſee his picture 
in the 18. of Luke : O God [ thanke thee that Lam not ac other 
men are, extortioners, vniuſt, adulterers, or as this Publicen. 
There is his exemption from common prophanenes, / fff 
twice in the weeke,[ gre tithe of all that I poſſeſſe. There is his 
outward iuſtice andreligious folennities, But you muſt not 


conceiue that the formall hypocrite doth proclaime this in 


publicke wich ſach y=_- and palpable oftentation : Nay, 
perhaps when it ariſes hee lets it not reſt longin his owne 
thoughts, leſt by this vanity his vertues loſe their grace 
and he his comfort, Bur certaine it is, a conſciouſnes of his 
being free from infamous impieties, of his morall ho- 
neſtie, performance of outward duties of religion,and ſome 
inward,in ſome meaſure,though not vniverſally, nor tothe 
degree of the childrenof God, is one of the beat groun 
he hathfor his aſſurance of being in Rate of faluation,Pa- 
rallel to this of Lukeis that, Prou.zo. ver{, 12. Theres 4 

eneration that are pure m their awne conceit, and yet are not 
waſhed from their filthineſſe, That is, they imagine their tem- 
per of religion, their pitch of holineſs, their formall Chri- 
Kianity to bee the very right path to heauen, whenindeed 
they vere never truely humbled with a ſenſe and fight of 
their finnes out of the hon and iudgenitnts of God, They 
were neuer acquainted with the pangs of conſciencein a 
new birth or the myſteries of faluation, But within are full 
of hollowheartedneſle, lukewarmeneſſe and much bitternes 
2gainſt crue godlineſſe and the power thereof, 

The ſecond reaſon whereby the formall hypocrite is mo- 
ued to thinke his ſtate to be good, and the way ofhis life to 
beright, isa preiudice which he conceiues Com the impu- 
tations which the world layeth ypon the children of God : 
ſuch as are Pride , Hypocrific, Singularity, Melancholie; 
Simplicity, 
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Simplicitie and the like, But before I deſcend to theſe par- 
ticulars, giue meleaue to propoſe vnto you the fountaine 
and ground of them, which I take to bee, that great and 
eternall, oppoſition which is naturally berwixt ſhe and 
darkenefle, the life of grace, anda death in finne, hincerit 

and prophaneneſſe, the children of God and the nickel, 
Gods children, youknow, in this world live as ſheepe' a- 
mongſt wolues, In the ſtormie times of the Church their 
perſecutors are indeed euen wolues in the euening, for their 
infatiable crueltie and vnquenchable thirſt in drinking vp 
the blood of the Saints : And in the Halcyon daies and fai- 
reſt times of the Church, yet they haue thoſe which will bee 
pricks in their eyes,and thornes in their ſides, If they can- 
not vexe them ina higher degree, yet they will bee ' to 
lay on loade with bale indignities, diſgraces, ſlanders and 
lying imputations, And their hatred is of that firange na- 
ture and quality, that ir is diſcharged cuen againſt the 
goodnefle of the godly, their zeale, their forwardneſſe in 
religion,their faithfulnefle in their calling and the like, as a- 


gainſt it proper obieR, Thisis plaine in /eremie : ſeremie Chap.15 10. 


neither borrowed on vſurie,norlent on yſurie, hee was free 
from all colour of giuing offence or doing wrong: Nay, his 

ratious heart was ſo wholly melted in door he 
wiſhed that his head were full of water, and his eyes a foun- 
taine of teares, that he might weepe day and night for the 
deftruQtions of his people. And yet of that people cuery one 
contended againſt him, there was not a man but hee curſed-- 
him, The onely reaſon was, becauſe whatſocuer the Lord 
ſaid,thar he faithfully ſpoke, and kept nothing backe, bur 
ſhewed them all the counſell of God. It is yet more plaine 
in David, Pſal, 38.20, They alſo that reward enill for Good, 
are mine aduerſaries, becauſe 1 follow goodneſſe, The word 
there in the originall infinuateth ſuch an extreme and dead- 


ly hatred , that from thence comes the diuels name, Saran, imcw 


Sothat howſocuer this enmitic betwixt the world and the 

children of light be many times bridled by the reftraining 

ſpicitof God, banizady the ngeanerbeth of the - 7 
G ea, 


W 
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kedzor their morall yertue or policie or ſome by-reſpeR, or 
by accident bee turned into loue; becauſe by the preſence 
and praiers of the godly they many times eſcape iudge- 
ments, and recciue bleſſings. Yet I fay, hoglocuer it be 
thus bridled, 1 it felfe it 15 more then orginary or natus 
rall,and hath in it ſome degree and mixture of helliſh viru- 
lencie, Ordinaric hatred expires inthe downe-fall of his ad- 
ucrfarie : Nay. ay one of generous mind out of the interett 
he challengeth in the common ſtate of humanitie,will com- 
miſerate the diſtrefle and affliction cuen of his greateſt and 
baſe(t enemie ; but much more of one of noble ſpirit and 
eminent worth, and more then that,of one that hath follo- 
wed him with all ofhces of kindnes and loue : yet the flame 
of this hatred is ſo ficrce & o let on fire by hell,that it 1snot 
extinguiſhed euen with the blood of his ſuppoſed Qppolite, 
bur barbarouſly ſports in his miſecries,& with inſoltcy tame 
ples vpon his detolations, This appeareth clearcly intheex- 
ample of Dauid, Plal, 35.15. But in mine aduer/ity they re- 
foyced,and gathered themſelues together : the abietls aſſembled 
themſelves againſt me,and ] hncVv not ; they tare mee and ceaſed 
wot, Who without indignation can thinke vpon theſe leaud 
companions and baſe drunkards, that with the falſe {cof- 
fers at bankets gnaſhed their tecth and cruelly inſulted 0 
uerthe miſeric and diſgrace of that man, that was a man af- 
ter Gods vwne heart, of incomparable excellency, and fo 
kindly afte&ed towards them, that when they were ſicke, 
he clothe himſelfe with a ſacke, he humbled his ſoule with 
faſting, and mourned as one that mourneth for his mother? 
You lee then the fountaine both of the greater floods of 
bloodie perſecutions, and the lefler fireames of inferiour 
yexations ; as flanders, railings and falſe imputations, To 
fome paruculars whereof I now come. | 

Firlt for Pride, Ir is moſt certaine that Pride truely fo cal- 
led, is the moſt peſtilent and incompatible Oppolie that 
Grace hath : and therfore hee that is moſt ſanctified,moſt 
hghts againſt it, For beſides that this fiery dart is deepely 
impoyloned inour corrupted nature, Satan knowes out of 


: his 
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his owne experience howto manage it with notable cun- 
ning ; and he followes this weapon with ſuch eagerneſſe and 
confidence,that after it is broken vpon the ſhield offaith, ver 
helabours with might and maine to faſten ſome ſplinter or 
other,euen in the ſoule humbled for finne and vowed vnto 
the ſeruict of God,as I told you in the firſt part of priuie hy- 
pocrilie, ButI appeale vnto the conſciences ot the children 
of God, whether many times the world doth not interpret 
thatto be pride in thcir ationsand cariage, which is nothing 
elſe bur a gracious freedome ot ſpirit, ariling from a conſci- 
ouſneſle of their innocencie and independancy, whercby 
they are inabled to ſtand with courage againſt corruptions 
and the finnes of the time, to follow good cauſes with bold- 
neſſe,and with reſolution to defend a knowne and warran- 
table truth,and indeed to prefer the (aluation of their ſoules 
before the gaining of the whole world, Innocencie makes 


them as bold as Lions : The wicked flee hen none pur ſneth;b»ut prov 38.r, 


the righteous ave bold 4s a Lion, And their warrant 1s out of 
Ifai.5 1.ver{.7.8. Hearken vnto me ye that krow righteonſueſſe, 
the people in hoſe heart i; my Lan, Feare ye not the reproch of 
men, neither be ye afraid of their rebukes, Por the moath ſhall eate 
them vp like a garment and the worme ſhall eate them libe wool : 
but my righteouſneſſe ſoa I be for ener, and my ſaluation from ge 
neration to gexeration, Independancie holds their hearts vp- 
rightin al! their actions, that they are neither ſwaid awrie 
by parrialities, or ſecret relations to wrong ends. I meane 
not independancic inrefpect of lawes Bouernmenr,authori- 
tie,charitie, vnitie with the Church or the like, I meane no 
ſuch independancie:but inreſpett of baſenefle,flatterie,cor- 
ruption,temporizing, indirect prolecution of their honours 
and preferments,”>c.which are fetters of Satan, by which he 
confines many toa wretched (laucry euen in this life, and 
without repentaace to endlefſe miſcric hereafter, 

Secondly, hypocrific is many times by the world vniuftlie 
laid varo the charge of the children of God, Dax:dhad his 
ful portion in this unputation,as appeareth in many Plalmes, 
The caules for this time I conceiue to be two, 

G2 The 
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The firſt may bee ſuſpiciouſnefle, an argument ever of 
worthleſneſſe and impotencie, FF inſufficiencie is moſt a 
prehenſive and ſuſpicious, I know there is a godly rus 4 
and a icalouſie of ſtate ; but I meane that ſuſpition which is 
oppoſed as an extreame to that _—_ vertue the Mora- 
liſts cal immunitie from ſuſpicion,by which a man doth caſt 
the worth, actions and affetions of another in hisowne 
mould,and thinks euery man obnoxious toal the infirmities 
he finds in himfelfe. Hence it is,that he which indeed is truly 
an hypocrite,and neuer paſſed the perfeCtion of the Phariſee, 
doth moſt confidently brand the child of God with that 
name, hoping therby to giue ſome poore ſatisfaQtion to his 
own thoughts,that would gladly relt in a formality, and no« 
tice to the world,that howlocuer there may be pretences, yet 
indeed there is none better then himſelfe, 

The ſecond caule is GY and blindnefle in the na- 
turall man of diſcerning af\d acknow;edging the operations 
of grace. Forlet a ——__ otherwiſe neuer io eminently or _ 
vniuerfally qualified;yet without the experience of the pow= 
er of godlineſſe vpon his owne ſoule,he cannot fee, hee will 
notbee perſivaded of the ations of grace in another man, 
and therefore interprets them to be nothing but hypocriſie, 
and onely pretended, vainegloriouſlic to gainean opinion of 
more then ordinarie pietie. What the conceit of an ynrege=- 
nerate man is of the (tate of grace, is plaine out of the confte- 
rence of our bleſſed Sauiour and Nicodemus, Nicodemns was 
a great Rabbi in Iſracl, a famous DoCtor in the Law and the 
Prophets,in which no doubt hee had many times read the 
doctrine of regeneration: yet when he comes to be examined 
of the powerand practiſe of it, he holds the newbirth,(with- 
out which no man can euer, ſee God) to be as impoſſible 
as for anold man toreturne into his mothers wombe and 
be borne againe, Eucn ſuch is the iudgement of others in 
his Aare,ofzhe fruits,effects and courle of lanAification. And 
therefore I maruel that any child of God wil afflict his ſoule, 
hang downe the head, or remitone iot of his zeale in good- 
aeſle for yniuſt cenſures in this kind : fith hee knowes that 
naturall 
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naturall men though nener ſo wiſe, ſo learned, or glorious in 
the world, want ſpirituall caſte, and thereforecannot relliſh 
the fruirs of the ſpirit, are blind and cannot ſee or judge of 
the light of grace,are in darkenefle and cannot mngbead 
It, 

Thirdly , the formall hypocrite doth ſettle himſelfe with 
more reſoluedneſle in his opinion of beiag in ſtate of grace, 
when he ſecs the world account the children of God but a 
company of fellowes, who, out of a proud fingularitie, di- 
vide themſclues from the common faſhionsand cuſtomes 
of the world; not conſidering that if eucr he meane go ſaue 
his ſoule,he mult be fingular too in holirefle and faniifica- 
tion (for I meane notin vnwarrantable opinion, or ſeparati- 
on from the Church,) Except his righteouſnefle exceede 
the righteouſneſle of the Sc - uh and Pharifces, what fingu- 
gular thing doth he? that is,except to his ciuill honeſty and 
outward performance of religious duties, there bee added a 
ſingularitie of ſauing grace, and except beſides all other or- 
naments of mind,if it were I — infſullperfeRion, 
there be yet moreouer inſpired that bleſſed and pretious vis- 
gor that quickens him to eternall life, he cannot enter into 
the | 7 —_ of heauen, 

This note of fingularicie hath in all ages bin imputed to 
thoſe,that with a good conſcience haue Lend to keepe 
themſelues blamelefſe and pure in the midſt of anaughtie 
and crooked generation. Beho/d,ſaith /ſarah, chap.8.veri.18. 
I and thechildren whom the Lord hath ginen me, are as ſignrs 
and wonders in Iſrael, by the Lord of Hoits, which awelleth in 
mount Sion, It had bin no wonder had they bin onely as 
fignes and wonders amongſt the enemies of God,and na- 
tions of vacircuniciſion; but that they ſhould be hgnes and 
wonders in Iſracl ! God had choſen him bur one little vine- 
yard amongſt all the ſpacious foreſts of the earth; out of the 

lory of all the Kingdomes of the world he had choſen him 

- one handful} of people; and yet in that vineyard, his 
faithfull Ones are bur as the berries after the ſhaking ot an 


Oliuc tree,rwo or three in the top of the ycmolt boughs,and 
G 2 foure 
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foure or fiue in the high branches. In that little people, his 
children are bu as the firſt fruits : ſo that even in Iſrael they 
are become as monſters and fpeCtaclesof amazement, Then 
ſo it is indeed, that a man drawne out of the darkneſle of this 
world andillightned with grace, is like a ftarre new created 
in the skic, thatdrawes all the worldto gaze vpon it. Nay, 
and he drawes not onely the eies of men vpon him, but is an 
eic-ſore vnto the, For thus ſpeaketh the wicked of the righ= 
teous man : Wiſd.2.15.16. {t grieweth vs alſo to looke vpon 
him, for his life is not like other mens : his watesare of another 
faſhion, He connteth vs 1s baitards, and he withdrawrerth him- 
ſelfe from onr wiies as from filthineſſe ; he commendeth preatlie 
the lattey end of the inſt,and boaſteth that God is his father, 
Fourthly, the formall hypocrite is well pleaſed with his 
preſent ſtate,and very vnwilling toembrace more forward- 
neſle ; becauſe it is commonly thought, that the ſtate of a 
true Chriſtian indeed, is a life full of vncomfortableneſle, 
melancholy,auſteritic and ſadnefle, The heart of man is na« 
turally greedie my and contenutment,and is cither weake- 
ly or (trongly refreſhed according to the vanity or ſoundnes 
ofthe comfort in which itrepoſeth, but it muſt either enioy 


it in ſome kind and mealure,or it will waſte and conſume it 


ſelfe. Hence itis,that thoſe whowant inward and fpirituall 
ioy ariſing trom the teſtimonie of a good conſcience, from 
an aſſurance of remiſſion of their finnes and the fauour of 
God,huntafter worldly contetitments and carnall ioies, At 
home intheir owne hearts they find little comfort, rather 
much terrourif their conſciences awake, and therefore they 
ſeeketorefreſh themſcluesamid their treaſures; honors and 
ſports; at Plaies, in Tavernes with merrie companie, and 
many other fuch miſcrable comforters; nay they had rather 
be neceſlarily imploicd then folitarie, not ſo much to auoid 
idlenefſeas bitings of conſcience. Yea, ſome had rather ceaſe 
to bemen, then that their conſciences ſhould awake ypon 
them,and therefore they labour to keepe it aſleepe and to 
drowne ſorrow for finne, with powring in of trong drinke, 
But letthemlooke ynto it,though it gee downe pleaſantly ; yer 
ſecretly 
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ſecretly and inſenhblie it ſtrengthens the rage, and ſharpens 
the ſting of the worme that neuerdics, againſt the day of 
their viſuation; for * the end,faith*Salcmon, it will bite like 4 
ſerpent,and hurt lite avockdtvice. 

This onward and worldly ioy, becauſe the children 
of God doe not purſue , becauſe they will not relie vpon 
thoſe broken (taues of reed, they are eltcemed the onely 
melancholike and diſcontented men, Burt I maruell when or 
with what eyes the worldlings looke vpon the faithful 
Chriſtian. | 

Itmay be,while hee is yet in the ſore travell of hisnew= 
birth, and humbled vnder the mightic hand of God with 
affliction of conſcience for his finne, It fo, then they ſhould 
know that men muſt mourne for their (11s as one thatmour- 
neth for his onely fon : and be forie forthem, as one is foric 
for the death of his firſt borne, There muſt be in them a great 
mourning as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of 
Aﬀegidden :as itis Zac, 12.11.And this forrow isa blefled 
forrow, for it brings forth immortality, And either them- 
{clues muſt haue a part init, or they ſhall neuer be made par- 
takers of the fulneſle of ioy at Gods right hand, What 
though the child of God lie for a nightinthe darkeneſle of 
ſorrow and weeping for his fins? marke a while, andthe day 
will dawne, anda day-ſtarre wil ariſe in his hart that will 
neuer ſet, vntill it hath conducted him vnto the light that 
no mancan attaine vnto : The ſunne of righteouſnefle will 
preſently appeare and will drie away his teares, and with e= 
uerlaſting light will ſhine vpon him for euermore. 

Bur it may bee the worldlings take notice euen of the 
whole courle and beſt ſtate of the child of God,and yet can 
ſeenothing therein but vacomforcable trictnefle, and fad 

auſterity, But then I muſt tell them,they looke onely vpon 
him with carnall eyes and deceiue :hemiclues: for ſo indeed 
he doth nor appeare a boiſterous Nwnrode, or diſfolute Ruf- 
fler amid the.vanities and delicacies ofthe world;thart is for 
Saransreuellers,whohauc, ſiniling countenances, but blee- 


ding conſcience; glorious outfides,but within nothing bue 
rottenneſle 
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rottennefſe and prophanenes, much laughing when the 
heartis ſorrowſull, Bur if they were able with illightened 
eyes to pierce into-the inward parts of Gods child, they 
ſhould ſee within, hope alreadie feaſting vpon the ioyes of 
eternity : they ſhould ſee faith holding falt the writings by - 
which the kingdome of heauen is conueied yuto his foule, 
fealed with the precious blood of the ſonne of God; that 
nor man nor diuell is able to wrelt out of it hand : They 
ſhould ſee the white Rone mentioned in the Reuelation, 
wherein there is a new name written, which no man know- 
.cth ſauing hee that receiueth ir, Whence ſpringeth ſuch a 
Rrong comfort and high reſolution in the affaires of hea- 
uen, that no ſword of the Tyrant, no flame of cruelty, not 
the combination of heauen and earth ſhall cuer be able to 
amaze, abate or extinguiſh. - 

5 Fifthly, the formall _ doth more confidently 
continue in a ſelfe liking of his owne tate, though the ftate 
of ynregeneration; becauſe he ſeeth thoſe that beſides his 
outward forme of religion ace indewed with an inward and 
ynfained finceritic inall their waies, to be reputed but asthe 
ofscouring of all things, the ſimple fellowes and preciſe 
fooles ofthe world, They have indeed beene ſoaccounted 
inall ages, For the hearts ef wicked men being tuft with 

” rophanenes and earthly pleaſures, being ſwelled with am- 

| ition and worldly wiſedome, eafilie bring forth pride and 

contempt: And therefore they looke a farre off at the chil- 

drenof God,as atfellowes ofbaſe and negleted condition, 

of low ſpirits, ofhumble reſolutions,of weake minds, vnable 

'  tomanage affaires and occurrents for their preferments, of 

no dexterity to plant themſclues in the / and glorie 

| of the world;when God knowes if they could be perſwaded 

| that there were no heauen but ypon earth; and that the po=« 

wer and exerciſc of godlines were nothing butan vnneceſ- 

| farie preciſenes; if they would enlarge their conſciences 
proportionablie to the vaſt gulfe of the times corruptions ; 
if they durſt make a couenant with death and an agreement 
with hell, and put the cuill day farre from them; ſure they 
[7 might 
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might wrap. ta of thieſe great Ones in their ProjeRts of 
policie and the precedencies of the world: bur fith they 
cannor, they dare not, they will neuer by the grace of God 
be ſoperſwaded; they are well content with their continu- 
all feaſt,a good conſcitnce,while the others are fatted with 
their wine and their corneand their oyle againſt the day of 
Naughter, And then at that day they will change their 
minds, For goe, I beſeech you, into the ſanRtuarie of the 
Lord and vnderſ{tand their end; they are now vpon the ſtage 
of this world in their full glory ; but were they as mighty as 
Leviathan, as cruell as Dragons ; could they reare be. 
nours to the height of the ata their thrones 
aboue beſide the farres of God, yet they muſt downe, they 
haue but one part to play, they muſt make their bedsin the 
duſt; and theur when they are once diſroabde of their great- 
nes and glory, and ſtriptnaked of their honours and prefer- 
ments, and without all mitigation by worldly comforts left 
ynto the ful rage of a ſtinging conſcience; then they change 
their note and alter their 1udgements, and ſigh for griefe of 
mind, and fay within i, Theſe are they whom 
we ſometime had in derifion and in a parable of reproch: 
we fooles thought their life madnes, and their end withour 
honour, How are they counted among the children of 
God, and their portion is among the Saints/ Therefore wee 
haue erred from the way of truth, and the lighe ofrighte= 
ouſnes hath not ſhined vnto vs,and the ſunne of vnderitan- 
ding roſe not vponys: wee haue wearied our ſeluesin the 
way of wickednefle and deſtruction, and wee haue gone 
thorow dangerous waies : but we haue not knowne the 
way of the Lord, Bur here by the way I muſt giue this caues 
at leſt I bee miſtaken in this laſt point, or that which fol- 
lowes: I doe not diuide by neccfſary and ineuitable divorce 
—_ and nodlineſl, holines and high places ; God 


rbid:Imake betwixt them no other oppotition then Da 
wid doth in the 73. Pial. himſelfe being moſt holy and moſt 
honourable. I rather infinitely deſire to inflame the noble 
and worthic ſpirits of all thoſe — Lord hath aduan- 
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cedid gifts, in greatneſſe, in honoyrs, in gouernment or any 
kind of precedencie aboue their brethren,to a proportiona. 
ble excellencie of zcale and, fanRtification. For certainely as 
power,policie, authority being abuſed and nor ſanGtified to 
the owners, become in the meane time ſtrong pillars for 
the ſupporting of the kingdome of darkenefle, pefſtilent in- 
ſtfmentsof much miſchieſe, and hereafter ſhall be ſoundly 
payed with an anſwerable degree of extarordinarie ven- 

eance, horrour and torment : ſo great wiſedome, great 
| >" vos great honovr:, being imployed imparrtially, 
relolutely and vnreſervedly, in foliciting and furthering the 
cauſes of God, in ſtrengthening the cold and Lngailing 


/ ſtate ofhisreligion, in refreſhing the hearts of his Sainrs 


which ordinarilyare oppreſt and diſgraced by the cruelties 
of prophane men, procure in the meane time great honour 
to his great vame, great good ynto his Church, great ioy 
vnto his Angels, great comfort ynto the ſoules of the ow- 
ners,and fairerand brighter crownes of glory to their heads 
in the world to come, And fo I comerto the 

Third reaſon, whereby the formall hypocrite doth falf- 
ly perſwade himſelfero be in the tate of true happines and 
Einien : And thatisan outward happinefle and ſuccefle in 
worldly matters,much plenty and proſperity in his outward 
Rate, For thus he reaſons in his owne thoughts, and plaies 
the cuhning ſophiſter to deceive his owne foule.The Lord, 
thinks he with himſelfe, hath maruellouſly encreaſed me in 
riches and honours, he hath ſtrangely continued ynto me 
my health and harts defies: The ſecret influence ofhis bleſ- 


fing bath ſtill followed and proſpered me in all my buſineſ- 


ſes and affaires; therefore doth he conclude, vndoubredly I 
am | 21 avs" from aboue, my fate is the Rate of grace, 
theſe many loving fauours muſt needs argue, that I amin 
high fauour with God, and theſe outward bleſſings are 
fignes that my ſeruices are ſanRifiedand accepred of him. 
Butin the Schooles we ſhould tell him that this is a faflacy 
4non-canſa. For all outward happineſſes are for ſpeciallrea- 


Jons, and by particular indulgence more often, and very 


plentifully- 
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plentifully in this world youchſafed to the wicked and pro- 
phane, This appeares Ierem.1 2.ver(. 1.2, Wherefore dath the 
way of the wicked proſper ? Why are all they in wealth that rebel. 
howſly tranſereſſe? Thou haſt planted them,and they hane taken 
roote : they grow andbring forth fruit, Mal. 3.verſ.ty, Emen 
they that worke wickedneſſe are ſet vp, and they that tempt God, 
yea, they are delinered, lob 21. verl,7, &c. Wherefore doe the 
wicked le and wax old,and grow in wealth ? Their ſeed is eſt ab- 
liſhed in their ſight with them, and their generation before their 
cies, Their houſes are peaceable, and the rod of God ts not vyen 
them, They ſend foorth their children like ſheepe,and their ſqnnes 
dance.They take the Tabret and Harpe, and reioyce in the ſound 
of the Organs, Let him therefore that thus concludes the 
happines of his ſoule from his worldly proſperitic,know and 
conhider,that as the end and reward of the godly and wick- 
edis different in place and nature; the one being the high- 
eſt heayens,and the higheſt aduancement of the = tothe 
fulneſle of gloric and Bliſſe; the other the loweſt hell, and 
the very extremitie ofthe greateſt miſeries and vexations, 
whicha created nature can poſhbly endure. So experience 
of all times teacheth vs, and heauenly juſtice requires a con- 
trarie manner of paſſage and proceeding to theſe ends. 

The wicked inthis world doe eafily run vp without rub 
or interruption,many times with acclamation and applauſe, 
all the golden ſteps of honours and preferments; but ypon 

the higheſt aire they find the moſt {lipperie ſtanding,and 
the top of their earthly felicitic is the moſt immediate and 
certaine deſcent vnto their greateſt downefall, They are roi- 
ally mounted here vpon earth, and gallop ſwiftly over the 
faire and greene planes of plentie and pleaſures; bur at the 
end of their race they are overturned horſe and man, and 
tumbled headlong into thepir of deſtruction, They fairclie 
glide ouer the ſea of chis world with full faile, with much 
calmeneſle and ferenitie, and richly laden, bur in the brigh- 
teſt Sunſhine,and when they leaſt ſuſpe&t ir, they ſuddenlie 
and without recouerie, fincke intothe gulfe of darknesand 
deſolation, | 
H 2 But 
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But it is iuſt otherwiſe with the children of God, for they 
many times in this their pilgrimage ticke falt in the mirie 
clay of pouertie and contempt, ſomerimes they are incloſed 
eucn in ahorrible pit, as Dawid ſpeakes,of feare and terrour 
of conſcience for their ſinnes. They are by the way compa-« 
nions to Dragons and Oftriches, they walke among rebels, 
thornes and Scorpions, that rent and teare, ai.d ſting them 
with many oppreſſions and cruell ſlanders, Neither is the 
danger in the way all; they haue perſequuters which are 
ſitter then the Eagles of the heaven, whopurſue and hunt 
them vpon th: mountaines euen like Partridges,andurk for 
them in the wildernefle, as thoſe that lic in wait for blood, 
Nay, yet beſides all theſe vexations from the world, the im- 
mediate malice of hell raiſeth many tempeſts of rempration 
againſt them,and ſometimes cuen all the waves and flouds 
of God himſelfe goe ouer their heads, This the —_—_— race, 
and the euening of Gods children in this world ; but joy 
comes in the morning, theit end ispeace, their reiprd is a 


| brightmorning ſtarre, theirhauen is endleſſe happines aud 


life erernall, 

The reaſons of this contrarie ſtate and condition of the 
wicked and godly in this life may bee theſe, Firſt forthe 
flouriſhing of the wicked. 

One reaſon may be,the notable cunning and policie of Sa- 
tan,in plotting and contriuing the proſperity of thoſe whom 
he perceiues & hopes it wil inſnare,and in whoſe harts itbe- 
gets hardnes,pride,inſolency and forgetting of God, For we 
muſt ynderſtand,that the diuel euerproportiones his traines 
and termptations moſt exatly,cucn at a haires breadth,to the 
tempers, humours and diſpoſitions of men. If he meete with 
anambitiousand working fpirit, he is well enough content 
to lighten him the way to hell with ſome ray or beame of al 
that great glory ofthe world which hee offered Chriſt, if 
hee will ll downe and worſhip him, Little cares hee, ſo 
that he may keepe aman faſtin-his hold yntill the day of ex- 
ccution, whether in the meane time he lic in a lower dunge- 
on of diſcontented retirednefſe,or in the golden ferters, or 

| ſome 
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ſome more honourable ſeruitude and glorious miſerie, If 
he meete with a baſe and earthly minded fellow, that pre- 
ferres a lictle tranficorie traſh before the pretiouſneſſe of his 
owne foule,and the latting treaſures of immortalitie;zwhy he 
can ca(ilyprouide a golden wedge,and caſt in his way to en- 
rich him;he can compaſſe for him,though by bloudy meanes 
and mercileſſeencloſure, a N:boths vineyard to ealegs his 
poſſeſſions, For all is one to him fo he keepe himhis owne, 
whether by want and pouertie he driuea man to impatien- 
cie, murmuring,and independengic ypon the prouidence of . 
God,or by heaping vpon him abundance of wealth,and fil- 
ling hima full cup of temporall happineſſe,he caſt him into a 
deepe ſleepe of carnall ſecuritie, and a ſenſeleſnefſe inal mat» 
ters of ſanQfication and faluation, 

But whereas Satan hath found by much experience, that 
ſuch as ate fenced with richesand hongurs, doe mary times 
falſely aſſume vnco themſcluesa conceir of greatneſle and 
goodnefle of protection, and 'immunitie from dangers, fo 
that they ate more feareleſſe of the iudgements of God, be- 
cauſe they are not plagued like other men, more carelefle of 
Roring themſelucs with fpirituall comfort againſt the day of 
viſitation, becauſe they are in the meane time plentifully en. 
compaſſed with worldly contentments,moreregardles and 
neglectiue of the miniſtery of the word, becauſe they would 
not willingly be tormented before their tiche; therefore, I 
fay, hee followes with more hope and better ſucceſfle this 
tempration by ptoſperitie. And the rather,becauſe croſſes, 
afflitions agd heauic accidents,are many times huely in{tru- 
Qtions and > ulfions to bring a man tothe knowledge of 
God and himſelfe; to abandon all confidence in earthlie 
things,and roetnbrace the moſt comfortable and heauenlie 
Rate of true Chrittians. Wherefore if any man be content to 
ſtand for Satans kingdom, ejther by open and profeſt impie- 
tic,or by cloſe conuciances and ſecret praftiies and conni- 
uencie; he will be ſure to prepare, incline and diſpoleall oc- 
caons,meanes and circumſtances for his aduancement into 


zeputation with the world, And hov potent he isin theſe 
H 3 caſes, 
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caſes,yeu may conceiue,fith he ſwaigs the corruptions of the 
time,ſich he rules and raignes in the hearts and affetions of 
the molt men; and is cuer the arch-plotrer in all Simonia- 
call,indireR, corrupt and ynconſcionable conſultations and 
compacts, 

The ſecond reaſon of the flouriſhing of the wicked in this 
life, is their large and vnlimited tlie : For if a man 
once haue ſo hardned his heart by often grieuing the good 
/ ar of God,and repelling his holy motions;if he haue once 
Oo 


darkned the cic of his conſcience,by offering violence to 


«the tendernefle,and negleCting the checks thereof, that hee 


can now entertaineand digeſt without ſcruple or reluQati- 


on, any meanes though never ſo indireR, any condition, 


though neuer ſo baſe, any aduantage, though neuer ſo yn- 
conſcionable or diſhonourable ; ir will be cafie enough for 


him to thriue in the world and raiſe himſclfe. 


For what, pray you, were not the Papiſts now able to do, 
who haue enlarged their conſciences like hell, nay ; they 
haue ſtretched them beyond the whole compaſle of all hel. 
liſh darkeneſſe,cuen intoa vawl: of their owne ; what, I ſay 
were not they able to do, except they were countermanded 
by that irrefragable, eternall,and particular decree of God, 
that Baby/on muſt now downe as irrecouerably, as the great 
milſtone in the Rexel/ation caſt with violence into the ſca? 
Why certainly they were able by their policies & principles, 
not onely to reeſtabliſh their former Antichriſtian tyranny, 
bur to caſt the whole Chriſtian world,nay this and the other 
world,and the whole frame of nature into combuſtion,dark. 
neſſe and confuſion, And no marucll:for theſe fellowes con- 
ſciences can without remorſe digeſt cuen the ſacred bloud of 
Kings, andſwallow downe with delightthe runes and de. . 
ſolations of whole kingdomes, Their bloudie ſuperſtition * 
hath ſo quire and fearefully extinguiſhe all ſenſe +” res 
honeſty,and pur out the light of natural equity,and the com+ 
mon notions of right and wrong ; that they broch with 
bold faces the curſed poiſon of equiuocation,the diuels old 


impolture in Oracles, a very ftraight paflage to damned 
Athcilme, 


A Diſcourſeof trae happineſſe. 55 
Atheiſme, and the diſſolution ofall humaine ſociety : that 
to them the breach of the lawes of God, of nature and na- 
tions, is meritorious and worthie canonization, if ir ſerue 
any way to the aduancement of their execrable idolatrie; to 
the repairing of their decaying Baby/on, and to reare their 
Italian Idoll, the Prieſt of Rome yeta little higheraboue all 
that is called God. 

In this reſpect then, that the wicked dare enlarge their 
conſciencestothe vemoſt bounds of any pleaſure, gaine or 
preferment,they haue great aduantage for the ingrofſing of 
all worldly happincfſc,and may eahily purchaſe a Monopoly 
of earthly proſpcrity.Out of this widenes of conſcience pro- 
ceed much mincing and excuſing, many interpretations, fa- 
vourable conſtructions, and dittin&tions of finnes : As for 
example, that Vſuric is of two ſorts, biting, and toothleſle; 
when all kind of Vlurie ispeſtilent, and moſt certaine- 
ly damned in the booke of God, That Symonie is cither 
buying the gifts of the holy Ghoſt, or buying Church-li- 
vings; a» though this latter were not ſo foule and enormous 
when it is able in ſhort time to bring a curſe and confuſion 
ypon the moſt glorious and beſt ſerled Church in the world. 
That of lies, ſome are pernicious, ſome are officious,and for a 
greater good; whenas euen the learneder ſohoolemen, who 
arc far enough from preciſenes,hold euery kind of lie tobea 
fin indiſpenſable; whenas Aaſtinithat worthy father & grear 
diſputer,admits not a lie for the faluaticn of a mans Pile, 
which is farre more worth then the whole world:Nay when 
aman isnotto tell a lic for the glory of God,asit appeareth, 
Tob 1;. then which there can be no greater good. Of Oaths, 
that ſome are greater and more bloody ; ſome are leſſer, or- 
divary and more tolerable; as thovgh cuſtome and com- 
monneſſe made theſe latter excuſable and vnpuniſhable, 
when as the plague of God hangs continually ouer the head 
of what ſivearer ſoever, ready cuery hovure to ſeaze vpon 
him, and finke him downe into the bottome of hell. The 

ing booke of Gods curſe and vengeance ſhall enter into 


the houſc of the ſwearer, and ſhall not onely cut him _— 


— 
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ſhall conſume the very timber thereof,and the ſtones there« 
of. Neither doth this plague reſt within private walles, bur 
it waſtes the glory and proſperitie of whole kingdomes. Z:- 
cauſe of Oathes faith leremne, the land monrueth and the plea- 
ſant places of the wildernes are dried vp: nay if it were poſſ1- 
ble that the breath of the {wearer ſhould reach vntothe 
heauens, it would cuen ſtaine the glory of the ſtarres, and 
rot thoſe faire and immorrall bodies, it is infeted with ſuch 
a canker and peſtilencie ; and fo immediately frikes at the 
face of Almightie God. Many other ſuch leaud diftinftiqns 
of ſinnes there are, framed and followed by the ſenſuall, 
greedy and ambitious affections of prophane men that they 
may more pleaſingly to themſelves, and more plauſiblie ro 
the world,compaſle their ends and defires,. No marucll then 
though they haue thg wicked world at will, 

The third reaſon of the flouriſhing of the wicked, is, be+ 
cauſe they are men of this world; and therefore they haue 
onely their portion and full felicitic here. Their heauen is 
ypon earth : their pleaſures in their life time with therich 
manin the Goſpell, For as the euerlafting coucnant ofin- 
ward peace, grace and glory, is peculiarly confirmed to the 
children ofthe ſpirit : [4 many times in great meaſure the 
temporall promiſes of outward happineſſes areperformed 
yponthe children of the fleſh. When God had cliabliſhed 
vpon //aak the euerlaſting promiſes of loue,mercy and bleſ- 
ſcdneſle : yer he was content to make /ſmael a great man 
yportearth. Concerning [ſmael,laith he to eAbrahan, 1 bane 
beard thee: loe [ hane bleſſed bim, and will make him fruitful, 
«nd will multiplie him exceedingly, Twelue Prunces ſpall hee be= 
get, and I will make a great nation of him, 

Fourthly and laſtly, the proſperitic of the wicked makes 
them more inex le, and their damnation more iutt be. 
fore the Tribunall of God, For ic is iuſt with him to bring a 
greater meaſure of tribulation and anguiſh ypon them,in 
whom his many fauors ard louing kindnefles haue brought 
forth vathankfulnes & rebellion:& that wrath is moſt iultly 
returned ypon their heads, which by defpifing the riches _ 
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his bountiſulneſſe andpatience and long ſufferance, leading 
them torepentance; they haue heapr vp asatreaſure vnto 
themſclues againſt the day of wrath, and of the declaration 
ofthe iuſt judgement of God, - 

You haue heacd the reaſons of the happineſlſe ofthe wic. 
ked in this life: but it is nor ſo with Gods, children, For they 
muſt mourn inthis vale of teares while the world reioyceth, 
And as the wicked are fild and fatted with worldly "vary 
neſle and plentie againſt the day of wrath : ſo Gods chil- 
dren muſt bee prepared and fitted with afflitions, for the 
glory which ſhall be revealed. Theyare ſhortly to become 
Fababiczars of that great and glorions city,whoſe foundath. 
ons are pretious ſtones, whoſe _ are Margatites, whole 
ſtreets are pure pn the ſhining gaſſes they mult bee 
companions of the bleſſed Angels, and Rand in the preſence 
of that great and ſacred Maieſty ; and therefore in this life 
they muſt be caſt into the Lords furnace, that inthe fire of 
afflition they may be more and more purified from carthli- 
nes and corruption; and fo with holineſſe and humilitie 

ared fer that high perfe&tion of heauenly beautie, glory 
and blifſe, Let euery godly man then with comfort and be- 
nefit yndergoe thoſe croſſes which the Lord layeth ypon 
him : for they are ynto him as looking aſſes, wherein God 
ſees his Faich and dependance ypon bis rouidence ; the 
world his patience andecatiencts ; himſelfe the ſpors of his 
ſoule, his decayes of grace, the breaches of his conſcience, 
his negleR of the duties of his —_ his coldnes inreligi- 
jous ſeruices, hisfall from his firſt loue : So that by them, 
Godis leaſed and glorified, others edifed and inſtructed, 
—_— e humbled, recovered by repentance, and more ſan- 
ified, 

I haue ftaied long vpon the third reaſon of the formall 
hypocrites falſe perſuaſion of being inflate of grace, The 
reaſon is; becauſe ciuill honeſty, performance of outward 
duties of religion, and worldly profperitie meeting toge- 
cher in an vnregenerate man,many times breed a very ſtrong 
conceit of his being the child of God, and anobſtinate im- 

| I patience 
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tiencie of hearkning & ſtepping forward to grace, or any 
—_ perfeQion,l come nowto the fourth reaſon, wherby 
the formatl hypocrite doth falſly perſuade himſelfe to be in 
the ſtate of crue happineſle and faluation, and that is: 

A miſconceit of Gods iuſtice,anda ftraining and racking. 
of his mercy beyond his truth and promiſe : ſo making 
the way to heaven broder then the Scripture hath made ir, 
and himſcle more bleſſed then heis indeed, Mans heart is 
naturally empoyſoned with pride and hypocrifie,and there- 
fore is hardly drawne hartily to acknowledge the horrible |, 
valineſſe of his (in; orchat Gods proceeding againſt ir with / 
ſuch waight of vengeance is equall, Hence comes much 
indulgence,and partiall cenſuring of our owne finnes,tranſ- 
ferring them vpon allurements,occafions,circumſtances,ne- 
celſitie and the like : much leſſening and impairing Gods 
juſtice, bur amplifying his mercies, euen to the fecuring of 
vnwarrantable courſes. «Adam immediately after his fall 
ſhiſteth off his fin vpon his wife; nay, he is ſo blind in ſpiri- 
euall judgement of divine purity, that rather then hee will 
crie guiltic, he will faſten the fault by conſequent ypon 
God humſelfe, The woman, faith hee, Which thou ganeſt to 
bee with mee, ſhee gaue mee of the tree and did eate. So ylad- 
ly would ſenſuall men perſuade themfelues,thar either their 
- wc deſcrue not ſo ſtrict account and great judgements; 
or that God doth exerciſe too much rigour in inflictin 
them. For out of their worldly wiſedome they meaſure 
eſtceme.che-vnſpotred and infinite Ocean of the iuftice of 
God,by the fnice,muddie andimperfe& fireame of humane 
iuftire, Lawes and conſticutions of flates and kingdomes 
are bridlesto curbe and moderate our corruption , that we 
become ſociable and peaceable; butthey cur off only from 
the Body politique by finall execution, thoſe-that are of 
notorious and deſperate. condition, ſuch as are Theeues, 
Murtherers, Traitors and the like, A verie proportionable 
conceit, I am perſuaded,of divine iuftice and comminati- 
ons in thelaw of God, lurkes in the hearts ofmany; they 
thinke-that thoſe fianes that ariſe incuitably-ourt of our 
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corrupt nature, or that are committed by firong tempta- 
tion, or that are leſſe pernicious, are, I know not how, 
naturally pardonable; and that if they bee of the civiller 
ſort, if they bee outwardly conformable in theirliucs, and 
harbour good meanings and intentions-in matters of re- 
ligion, though they neuer trouble themſclues with more 
ftritneſſe, and a courſe of ſanQfication, yet they thinke 
that God will bee mercifull in the end, atd that it will 
oe well enough with them; and that onely fellowes of in- 
amous note, ſuch as are ſwearers, liers, viurers, adulterers 
- and thelike,ſhall be excluded finally out of heauen, But 1 
would haue theſe men Know, that though the ſea of Gods 
mercie be bottomleſſe, though the promiſes of grace be ma- 
ny and pretious, yet not one drop of all that grearſca, not 
one iot of all thoſe gracious promiſes, belongs to any, faue 
onely vnto him that groanes and ſighs vnder the heauie 
waight and burthen of his fins, that-is of a broken and con- 
trite hart, that tremblesat his word, that vadiſſembledly ſor- 
rowes and repents for al his fins, forſakes them,and = fon 
vp himſelfe in holy obedience to all his commandements, I 
would have them know, that he is as infinitely uſt, as hee is 
infinitely mercifull, and will as certainclie powre all the 
plaguesand curſes in his booke vpon the-impeniteng_hnner, 
as he will perforne all his promiſes of grace tothe faichfyll 
Chriſtian, \ 
The fifth reaſon whereby the formal hypocrite doth falfly 
perſwade him/clfeto bee truly happie, and ſo by conſequene 
that keeps him ſhort of the ſtate of grace,may be this: When 
by ſome good motion of Gods ſpirit flirred-vpin himby the 
preaching of the word, he beginsto ſer and addrefſe himſelte 
to alandtified.vie and exercile of religion, and toa faithful 
and conſtant courſe of true holinefle indeed ; hee preſentlie 
meets with a ſore and ſtrong oppoſition by his owneiuward 
' corruptions, by temptations of Satan, and vexation from the 
world ; which he perceiving ,and being very ſenſible of fuch 
Audden difturbance from his former ſecuritie, EW 
+ hiaſelfe, thar the paſlageto __ {orough and boi» 
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ſerous, 
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Nerous, and therefore retires and repoſeth himſelſe vpon his 
formall Chriſtianitie,as the beſt Nate he ſecs any pollibility 
of attaining vnto, Bur if hee will ſave his ſoule,he mult ac- 
knowledge and fecle by his ovwne experience the truth of 
that ſaying of Iſai.g9.15, He that refraineth from enill, ma- 
heth htmſclfe 4 pray. For what child of God istheretruly 
conuerted,who at the very firlt ſtep our of the world, and 
the vanitics thercof,met not with many croſſes and diſcou- 
ragements? He knowes,and may remetmber full well who- 
ſoeuer he bee, how his owne fleſh fretted when it felt it ſelfe 
ſnaffledand guided by the Lavw of the ſpirit; how by making 
conſcience of finne he laid himſelf more open to the aduan- 
rages, wrongs and inſultations of his enemies ; how the 
companions of his former leaudneſle and iniquitie railed . 
and ragedagainfi him,as againſt an Apoſtata from goodfcl- 
lowſhipand high reſolution. And Satan, that he may giue 
edge and vigour toall theſe yexatiens, hee bufilic beſtrres 
himſelfe,and caſts about to hinder our conuerkon, While a 
priſoner lies in a dungeon falt in fertrers, the Iayloris quiet 
and ſecure; but iſhee once knocke off his bolts, breake the 
priſon andeſcape,there is preſently a tumultuous clamour ir 

the houſe, the Countrie 1sraifed, and he is followed with 
Hue and Cry: Even ſo while we lie quietly in the captivitie 
of ſinne,vnder the chaines ofeternall death, he neither dif- 
quiets himſclfenor vs: But if by the mercies of God we bee 
once enlarged, and ſer foot into the libertie and light of 
grace; why then all the powers of hell are preſently in armes 
and yprore, and with much malice and furic the inftruments 
of darkenesare feton foot to regaine vs into his kingdome, 
This point es in the fifth of the Canticles : Our bleſ- 
ſed Sauiovr is there ſaid to ſtand at the dooreand knocke, 
being full ofthe pretious dew and drops of diuine gt 
and | IRA the cold and darknefle of the night; 
bur yet we ſee, what ado and ſiirre there is with the Chriſti- 
an ſoule, before ſhe can get yp out of the bed of pleaſures 
and yanitie; the ſweetneſſe of finne and ſenſualitic had fo 
- deepely poſſeſt and bewitched her, that by ey" 
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delaies ſhe hazards ſo great ſaluation'and happines, tende- 
red ynto her by her ſpodſe. Yea,and at length aſter ſhe is re- 
folued co renounce her pleaſures,and in ſome good meaſire 
hath conquered her inward corruptions, ſo that ſhee opens 
the doore & followes Chtift; beſides other troubles and en- 
cumbrances ſhe finds abroad,the very watchmen that ſhou!d 
hauctol4 herthe way,and directed her after her ſpouſe,cuen 
they ſct ypon her,and ſmite her, and wound her,and take a- 
way her yaile, Euery man then that will come ynder the 
banner of Chriſt,and haue part in the conqueſt,muſt roge- 
ther with the new man put on a Chriſtian courage, both to 
tame and repreſſe the. rebellions of his owne fleſh, and ro 
withſtand and repell aſſaults and perſecutions from abroad, 
The fixth reaſon, whereby the formal hypocrite doth falſe. 
ly perſwade hiniſelfe to bee in ſtate of true happines, may 
be , an obſeruation of the death and ends of other men, 
whoſeliues, he perſwades himſelfe,come ſhort of thoſe per. 
ſections and degrees of goodneſle he findes in himſelfe, As 
if he take notice of a notorious inner, who vpon his deaths. 
bed by a perfunQorie ſhew of penitencie, and ſome formal 
yay 4r\ 2 for mercy and pardon,makes the world beleeue 
he diesa Saint, Orif he obſerve the end of an honeſt civill 
man, yet neuer acquainted with the power of grace,tobee 
uiet,peaceable,and confident, without impatiency,feare or 
ſpaire; he preſently out of a comparative examination of 
Ys owne Nate, (hich he finds, not onely free fromnotori- 
ous finnes,but befides morall honeftie, graced with outward 
religiouſneſſe)l ſay he preſently conceives his owne workes 
inreſpe of theirs, to be works of ſupererogation,his owne 
life certainely to be without all exception, and fo himſelfe 
without all danger of damnation. And this conceit is nota» 
bly confirmed, ifthere follow ſome glorious and flatteri 
Panegyricke of funerall commendation. For then he ho 
the nce of his happinefle to be ſcaled vnto him by the 


mouth of the miniſter, and ſo with reſolution and obſlinacie - 


flicks faſt in his preſent ace and will nofurther. 


Miſtake me not inthis laſt point, beloued in Chriſt Iefus+ 
I 3 For, , 
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For firſt, I do not go about to confing the boundles and ynli. 
mited mercies of God, nor abſolutelh toexclude repentance 
fromthe deaths bed, I know that pretious truth, regiſtred 
*Butlerno in Ezechiel: * Ar what time ſoeuer a ſinner, &c, like Seats 
man beare ina ring, anda Starre in his Orbe, ſhin-s, amongſt many 0+ 
_ pP'e- ther graciouspromilſes inthe booke of God, with ſpeciall 
-_ OP bis com. Comfort, vnſpeakable and glorious, ypon the darkened and 
forrablepro- drouping ſoule of euerie true penitent,at what time ſocuer, 
miſe,but conſi- Bur yet this I ſay in this point ; That any man that knowes, 
cer wellithe and isacquaintedrightly and truly with the narrownefle of 
= 105 nay = the way to heauen, the nature of Gods iultice, the cunning 
Text: But if the {[eights of Saran, the difficultic of truc repentance, how 
wichedwillre- fearcfully mans heartis hardned by cuſtome and continu- 
turne fromell anccin fa; he would not deferre his repentance to his old 
> mg _ age,or deaths-bed forten thouſand worlds. I adde this:That 
Ts al om ,; As a ſudden death in reſpe& of time, or adeath,where- 
twes,end do they if) appeares much impatiencie, fiercenefle and.vncomfore 
which i lax fall table behauiour, by reaſon of the qualitie of the diſcaſe, 
ant right he ſhall or ſome extraordinarie.tempration for the time, or that God 
ſwely nears 511 beſo glorified,by iuftly hardning the wicked, may bee 
ſhell not die, $ y Y 5 Ve WI ey 
Ezech 18.21, fe way to cuerlaſting happineſle : ſoa lingring,patient,and 
lamblike death,may be a pafſuge to endlefle woe and miſe- 
rie, For that greatiudgemene is.co paſſe vpon our ſaules,” 
- notaccording to the ſtrange effets& ſymptoms of our ſick- 
neſle,not according to the ſhort moment and violentpaſſ. 
ons of our death, but according to the ations of our health, 
the former affeions of our hearts, andthe generall courſe 
of ourlife, Es 
Secondly, I woul(l by no meanesbe too buſie,or ynchari- 
table in my iudgement vpon thoſe, which haue alrcadie 
ſtood; ar falne to-their owne maſter. Bur as 1 eſtceme that 
crueltic and malice moſt fauage and vile that is diſcharged 
pon the body,or good name ofthe dead;'{o I would haue 
alſo acharit1ble conccic follow the ſoule of the departed, ſo 
farre as ſpirizuall-witdome,a good conſcience, diuine truth, 
the glory of Godghe fferic ofthe ſoulcs of the huiog, will 
giuelcauez Bat nofunhker, '», ont 
Thirdly, 


| 
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Thirdly,peither doe ] miſlike or condemne Funerall Ser- 
mons, I could rather wiſh; that #s the death of bis Saints 
is precious in the ſigbrof God,ſothatirmight be glorious 
in the eyes ofmen, [could rather defire, that the juſt pray- 
ſs, and true fincerity of the child of God were | n_— 
even by ſome Seraphicall rongue ; that both the ; oryof his 
graces might paſſe along and ſhine bright to all poſterity ; 
and that ſuch a fire of zeale for imitation,might be enkind- 
led in the hearts of all che hearers, (eſpecially the preſent 
occafion making their minds more capable of perſuaſion;) 
that they paſſing thorow the ſame courſe of holineſle,mighe 
atlength be made partakers of the ſame happinefle with the 
Saints of God, 

Only in theſe caſes I would have that fpirituail diſcretion, 
truth, and conſcience vcd, thatneitherthe godly be iuftly 
gricued and offended,the wicked hearrned and hardened in 
their courſes, & fa!ſe conceit of happines ; nor thefaichfulnes 
and fincerity of the miniftery diſgraced and tcandalized. 

Thus farre 1 hauelatd open vnto you the-ſfateof for. 
mall hypocrifie : in which may concurre immunity from 
notorious finnes, all natutall and morall perfettions, ad- 
mirable-yaricty of learning, policy, and all ther acqui- 
red ornaments of the mind : an ourward performance ofall 
duties of religion, ſome meaſure of inward illumination, a 
reſemblance and ſhadew of the-whole body of true regene- 
ration, and a perfuahon (asyou haue now laft 'heard) of be. 
ing in ſtate of Trace, Euen thus farre a man may gocin the 
profeſhon of Chriſtian religion, and yet be a — from 
the power of faith, and from the life of godlinefte. Inow 
come by reaſons and arguments to difable it inthoſe pointy 
which haue-notbeene touched, for challenging any mrereft 


inthe true happinefſe of a man, And firlt ro-proue,thataper= 


formance of outward dies of religion, withour the po. 
werof grace ypon the foule,and an vniuerfall fanRification 
in all the faculties thereof, cannot produce any ſound com-" 
fort in the heart, or acceptation with God, 


My ficſtreaſon is that Principle generally: teceiued with 7 


all 
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all ſchoole Dinines; and very ſound and Orthodox in true f 
Divinity, The iniquitie, defeQ, or exorbirancie of any par-" 
ticular, of one circumſtance, maketh an aQion cuill : but an 
* abloluteintegriticofall concurreuts is required tomake a 

good worke acceptable to God, comfortable and profitable 
to a Chriſtian: The cnd muſt be good, the glory of Godzthe 
aQion it ſclfe in it owne nature muſt be iuſt & warrantable ; 
the circumſtances honeſt and ſcaſonablezthe meanes direct 
and lawfull; the fountaine, the hart,fincere andſanQtified, If 
this laſt be wanting eſpecially, though otherwiſe it be acuer 
ſo gloriouſly conucied,never ſo wiſely managed,of neuer ſo 
goodly a ſhew to the eyes of the world, yetitis not only 
mard and defaced,and no ation of grace,but odious and a- 
| bominable in the ſight of God, The Moraliſts by —_ 
of nature ſaw a truth proportionable to this,cuen in the aCti- 
| ons of vertue: The truth and worth wherof they did cenſure 
> and cſteeme, not by the bare outward aQtion, but by the 
inward, free and independant vprightneſle of the mind : 
And therefore to an aftion truely vertuous they required a 
reſolued knowledge, an irreſpeRtiue and aduiſed freedome 
of ſpirit, a conſtant and eafic fabir of the mind, an entire 
love to the fairenefle of vertue, So that whatſocuer honeſt 
ations ſprung from paſhon, humour, feare,reſpeR, ambiti- 
| on or thelike, they accounted yertuous and goud, onely 
| | by accident and occaſion, not inwardly and effentially: 
whereupon they hold, that many greatand honourable 
atchiecuements of ancient Worthies amongſt the Heathens, 
howſoeverthey were admirablein the eyes of men, and be- 
neiiciall to the publicke State (for ſometimes out of ſome 
ſudden elevation of ſpirit, or pang of vaine-glorie, they 
were even prodigall of their liues and blood, for the good 
and deliuerance of their countrie :) yet to the aughours and 
actors themſclues they were not the true workes of yer- 
tue, but ofambirion, and a deſire of immortall fame. Iris 
even ſo in the higher ations of grace and religion : Beſides 
the outward performance, God requires finceritic of heart 
and truth in the inward parts, to make them gratious and 
acceptable, 
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acceptable. And howſoever otherwiſe purchaſe 
them a name amongſt aien, proſperity 'in IE 
| lefle rorment in hell, andprocure vnto others, yet ex- 
cept they proceed from a faith yntained, and a pure conſci- 
ence,to the Chriſtians themlſelues, in reſpetofall heauenly 
happineſle,they are fruitles and vnproficable, 
My ſecond proofe is out of the 5, of Atatth, Except your , 
| righteewſne(ſe exceed the righteouſneſſe of the Scribes and Pha- 
| riſies, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdowe of heanen, The out- 
ward righteouſnefle of the Scribes and Phariſies was fa- 
q mous inthoſe times,and much admired :Sothatif God did 
| notprincipally reſpect the heart; if that were not true in the 
> 16. of Lake; That which i. highly eſteemed anangit men, is 
| abomination in the ſight of God; they might not onely haue 
| carried away the garland for piety on carth ; but haue iuſtly 
ſeemed to haue beene the onely heires toa crowne of im- 
mortality in the heauens. For befides their forbearance and 
proteſtation againſt groſſer finnes, Murther, Theft, Adulte- 
rie, Idolatric and the like , they were frequent and ſolemne 
in prayers, faftings, almeſ-deeds, and that with farre grea- 
ter ſtritneſle and deuotion, then the religious ations of 
formall hypocrifie are performed in theſe times of the Gofſ< . 
pell. Beſides, I doubrnotburt many of them wereperſuaded, 
that their way was the v/ay of life,and that they were in the 
ſtate of true happinefſe: And yet for all this, except wee ex- 
ceede their righteouſnefle, the ſpeech is peremptorie, we 
ſhall notenter mto the kingdome of heauen. For we ſee in 
the 23.0f Afar. whata chaine-of, curſes, out of the mourh 
of our bleſſed Saujour, did juſtly draw them into the bot- 
tome of hell. | 
- Thirdly, this truth is manifeſt out of the Doctrine of the 
Prophers: Eſai.z, Aich.6.. Hag.2. Pſal.50. and-many.o» I 
therplaces. Whenceariſeth this concluſion: That the prin« 
cipall and holieft exerciſes, the moſt. ſalemne and facred' 
jons of religion, without ſinceritic-and faodtification of 
heart, are butasthecutting offa Dogs necke, and the ofte= > « 
ring of [wines blood. Their Gulf cbluiacatioculh 
K cir 
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Their new dfoones, their Sabb rthaand tolemtc feaſts were 
things commanded by Gods ornoanouch ; yerwhere they 
were performed withy impure and propliane hearts, he tels 
them, that his ſoule hated them, that they were a burthen 
wto him, and that he was wearie of them, For if the Lords 
contentment had firally retiedin the worke wrought, and 
not chickhe reſpeRted the inward affethonof the worker, 
had he required onelythe ceremomall aQtion of ſacrificing, 
andnot the ſpirituali conformitie of the heart to bis will; 
whyhe had not rieed co defirefacrifices of them, nor expe- 
Red ſopplic fromtheir hands ; as _— in that ſacred 
ant royal! comteftation of God with his people, abour the 
quetizoriofhisworſnp, Pſal 50.7will nor reprone ther for thy 
faerificer, ( faith God ) or thy burnt offeringr, that bene mot 
berne cominually before me. I ill tals ns Bullocks ent of thine 
boxſe, or Guarrs ant of thy folds, For all the beaſts of the farreſ 
are mine, ans rh braffs an athoufandbris, | now all tbe fowtes 
6n The Mann 121 andthe wild beaſts of thr field are mine. If 
Ibrbnngrie; 1 Witt nos rottrbes > for the Wvorld ms wine, avid al 
that rherews a, Will [rate the fleſh of Bals? or drinherbe blood 
of Goarer?Nay if weiconfider God inhisablolure fonerai 
ty,arnd effencralh plory;euentharis wrue of the mott! 
ed worksof Gece child, which/is wm {ob 35. 7. if thanbre 
rm. 9 thee wr bom ? i nbas roceraaib ber as 
neband ? and that'of David, Pal. v6. 2. My weldoinp 
extenderh not onto 1h, For what can that little fparke of 
holinefſe inws, which doririalt cooproceed from him, and 
isonely darkened in our corraptioum;,adde veto thatindls 
nae(Giiny arid Mac diLigticzharnomaenh carianaine 
ynto ; with which he hath incomprehenfiblie Jieh eacoms+ 
paſſed fr6alererniny?Only icplenler tinvofhis infinae good- 
neſle,and outofageratious defirc of. our' (a/uation, coaccept 
ous {mcetity though mixcavichl imperiecbond,d#nd twcrown 
hisoavne grages' 1-51 Whreze cher tall /zppare che bare 


ourwardnes of kollowhearted Qbriftiaas ? 1f the beart bee 


wanting; win mugnificence or of ourward ſervices 
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times þtighter thenthe Sunac, and feepcleareſyourinmo 
thoughts ? Wherewth Wal we completnrbeonds « or what 
ſhall we offer vnto him? #451 rhe Lord beplerſed with tex 1hou- 
ſands of rams,or with ten thouſand riners of Oule ? Shallwe gine 
our fir ff berne fer ew tranſgre(/ion, enex the fructe of our hoae, 
fer the fre af ar ſane? No; though wee gave all that 
weehddto the poore, and our owne bodics roboe burme: 
nay, Wir were poſſtble,thatby our meanes wecould vindi- 
cate - en — now luyng from the iawes of cter- 
nall ; yet profic vs nothing, except our harts 
befirſtpurged by faith, pure om anicynll entiibeagal 

ſſaſt of a found and conftant louezo God, his word, bis 

;his truth,and ſeruants. | 

Let thistben be the concluſion tothis point: Though a 
man were 2 moral Saint,an Angell among(t the Phriſees,ab- 
ſolute in all ocher perfetions, yer wichour the inward power 
of grace-to. giuc them life, he 18but a ſpeRtacle of commiſe- 
rationto Angels,& to mE;euenas that body is, which ador- 
ned wich ſundry other exquiſite beauties, wanteth eye-fight, 
the chicfeft grace that naturehath in that kind to beftow.Or 
as a cunning Organiſt,skilful in the outward touch ofhisin- 
ſirument;yet without wind inlpired, cannorpoflibly Rrike 
the care,or pleaſe the heart with any melodious noe: fo 
though his actions be flouriſhed ouer withafaire tinRure of 
outward religiouſnefle,and heexatt in morgll hdneſty, yer 
without the breath andilife of grace infuled/there-can be no 
true (piritual harraony in his affeQtions, words orcomuerlati- 
on,thergithes will beger- ſound ioy and fpwinuatideliphiin 
the ſoule,orboplealingin thorares of aljynithtie Gods”: +! 

You ſee then belouedin Chritt Ieſyg,charthe performan- 
ces of outward duticsof religion, euent the beſt, fach as arc 
Prayers, beariog the word of God xeceiuing the Sacraments, 


almeſ-deeds andthe like, though irveybee goodin them- 
ſelves, commanded ofGod, necelarice robe ; NOW eueric 
Chciflian; yer iftheybe divided fiom inward fandtificati- 
en and fincexitic .of are ſo farre frompurting xsinto 
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poliefienof true thartheyare odiousandabomi- 
nable in the fight Ss is 

I told you in the begionin if ydu remember,that befides 
outward rightcouſneſle, the —— may belceue 
for a time, andthereforc by the in , though more gene- 
ralland inferiour working of the Spirit,may have a 
rie faith in him : od his faich may bring fberd tome 
fruits,a6& kinds of iaward graces. But that all this 
comes ſhort of aluation,appeares in the parable : For there + 
the hearer tothe ftonic ground, which I call the 
formall hypocrite, is one of the reprobate hearers, vpon 
whans the wotdisnot the power of God tofaluation, As 
for thoſe five degrees added out of the fixth to the Hebrues, 
of which 1rtold you the formall hypocrite may be partaker; 
itis maniſeſtout ofthe ſame Chapter, thatthey come ſhort 
of the ſtate of grace. For a man bur ſo furniſhed, may nor 
.onely fall backe to a worſe,and more ordinarie ftate of a re- 
—_ euento' the depthof all impictie and apoſtahie, 
He may not onely haue his meaſure of inwardillumination, 
all his lighter joy. and comfort in Gods word quite extin« 
guiſhe y- become a wilfull and malicious {corner ef true 

odlinefle, He may not anelygrieue,and quenchthe ſpirits 
Bur hee may tread ynder foot-the Sonne of God, countthe 
' bloudof the Teflament,as an vnholy thing, and deſpite the 
yery Spirit of grace, fothat it may bee impoſſible, thathee 

be renewed againe by repentance. 

. In iplace 1rold you,that befides all thefe, the for- 
wallh itemezhrentertaine a —_—_ ofhisbeing in 
the (late of inefle; and fowith contentment' and 
fecuritic walkein the path that leads to eternall death:'bur 
how weak and falſe the: reaſons and motives to this perſwa- 
hon were, thave before latgely delivered. ltremaines ther- 
fore,that I ſhould now lay downe certaitre markes andpro- 
pertict of differedce,betwixt the Rave oÞformall- hypocrifie 
and ſaujng grace: but I muſt referre alarge proſecutionand 
<diltinAacreatiſe of themto ſame otherplaceand time. Yet at 


this 
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this time, by the grace of God, I ſhall deliver ſo much, that 
any man that will deale ithfully with-his owne conſcience, 
| and follow me with attettion to the end,may in ſome good 
meaſure be informed, whether hee lic yetin the ſhadow of 
death,or liue in the light of grace, Some difference then, 
firſt, may ariſe,our of the diſtinction ofthe degrees and wor 
kingsof fairn, Which that may better conceiue, you 
mutt rememberthree ſorts Faith: HiRocicall, Temporarie, 
_— or Iuſtifying faith, 

Hiltoricall faith, is not only a knowledge of the word of 
God, but alſo an aſſent of the heart to the truth ofir. And this 
1s of two _ : either Infuſed, which is wroughtin vsby the 
illighcning ſpirit of God,and Raying it ſelfe his autho- 
ritie:Or Acquired, which is ——_— by the light of reaſon, 
diſcourſe,and created teftimony, 

Thelatter is to bee found in the diucls ; for they beleeue 
and tremble. And inthe Papiſts; for their faith is no berter, 
according to their grounds and principles, My reaſon isthis 
briefly; be I will deliver my ſelf ofthis point in a word, 
The Ieluites by their iugling haue caſt themſclues intoa cir- 
cle aboutthe faith ofthe truth, and diuinitic of Scriptures; 
and thatisthis : Ask any Papilt in this land;how he beleeues 
Scripture tobe the word of God, and diuinely infpired ; he 
will anſwere, Becauſe the Church delivereth it ſo to be, And 
why belecueth he the teſtimonie of the. Church ? Becauſe it 
it is infallibly guided by the ſpirit. And how doththat ape 

are?Becaule itis ſo contained in Scripture, asinlohn 16. 
The Spirit will leade you into all truth. And how ſhall wee 
know this ſcripture of {ohn, to bee the word of God and di- 
uincl inſpired? Becauſe the Church delivereth it ſo tobee ; 
and fo they muſt needs run round in this circulation, 

Now I would propoſe to the Papiſts, the choice of theſe 
three;one of which they muſt of neceſſitieaccept:Firſt, whe» 
ther they wil run round in this circle,& wax giddy, and fall, 
and fink into that pit, where Poperie was firlt hatcht;or th 
wil break the circle at the authoritie of the NG " 
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by e t muſt fall to our hde, ec : of 
they will —_ the teftimonie;of the Church,and fo all 
their faith,as I told yau,muſtnecds be onely acquired, be- 
cauſe it depends on a finite and created teſtimonie, and con- 
ſequently comes farre ſhort of ſaluation. I doubt nor, butthe 
Papiſts will acknowledge and approoue that difference be. 
twixt infuſed and acquired faith conſented vpon by the 
Schoolemen : That infuſed faith relieth immediately ypon 
* anincreatcd authoritie;but ac —_ a finite and crea- 
tedreftimonie, Iknow the Teluites, a kind of men inſpired 
with a tranſcendencie of Antichriftian impoſture, labour bu= 
filic ro paſſe plaufibly and handſomly our of this circle: but 
if their ſhifts be thorowly lifted, & they followed with force 
of argument; itis certaine, they will citherbe driuen into 
the circle againe,or enforced to ftart out,at the one of thoſe 
breaches I told you of, Becexns, one of them, after hee had 
long tired himſelfe in this circle, and at lalt by the helpe 
of Gregorins de Val. and former Iefuites got out, but wich 
ſhametull abſurditic and inconuenience; in a poore revenge 
to relieue himſclfe,he threatens vs with another circle ; and 
ſo writes a Treatiſe de Circwlo Caluiniitico ; but very weake- 
ly and falſly,as might be demonſtrated even out of the ſoun- 
. Schoolemen, m\their queſtion of the laſt reſolution of 
faith, ButI intendet no diſcourſe of comroverfie, but of 
ſanCtification ; and therefore I proceed, and take the ſormall 
hypocrite along further nn the ate of _ For be. 
fides knowing, and aflenting tothe truth of Gods word by 
an hiſtoricall faich, hee mayby the vertue of a temporarie 
faith,adde three degrees moe. That is : He may moreouer 
profeſle it in outward ſeruices of religion: He may inwardlie 
reioice init:He may bring forthſome kind of frun. Burt theſe 
thinggare onely faundin him,ſo long as they do not maine- 
ly ctMe, bur are compatible with his worldly peace,wealth, 
libertic,and other delightfull contentments. Here therefore 
I muſt leaue him ; wh acquaint you with thoſe workings 
and degrecs of ſauing faith ; which qualified, as 1 ſhall pro- 
poſe 
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poſe them, arepeculiar to Gods child ; and fo —_ 
and divide the > man, from the (tate of formal! hy. 
pocrifie, They are theſc 
Afﬀecling aud ſpeciall approbation of the word of liſe 
and promiſes of {aluation : a moſt feruent expeticion and 
thirſting for the enioyment of them : an effcQuall appre. 
henſivn ; a particular —_— ; 2 full perfwaſion; a de- 
light and ioy thence rilmg, ſound, and ynconquerable, 
That you may vnderſtandthele, you mult conceiue, that 
the ſoule of Gods child, comming freſh out of the pangs and 
terrors of his new-birth ( a myſterie to the formall hy 
crite ) bumbled yoder the mightic band of God, by a fight 
and ſenle of his ſhinnesJookes vpon the whole body ofdiuine 
truch,as vpon 2 precious jewel, wheria Chriſt & his gratious 
__ ſhine vato him eſpecially, as a ſlone of ineſtima- 
le worth and valiation; whereupon with a peculiar deare- 
nes he ers ſuch aliking, that, withic hee holds himnfelfe an 
heice of heauen; without it a child of endleſle perdition, 
Hence followes an experitionand defire of ie,entorced with 
groanes ynutterable, and a gaſping for it, as the dry and 


_ thirſtie ground for drops of raine. Thirdly, hee apprehends 


it with a faſt and eucrlafting hold. Fourthly, hec applies it 

loſely and partieutasly co hs owne foule. Fifthly,he is true- 
20 fully perſwaded by Gods good fpirit, out of a con» 

weration of his vniuerfall change, that itis his owne for 
ever. Laſt'y, helies downe in peace that paſleth all vnder- 
ſanding : He is filled with ioy, that no man can take ftom 
him : He delights in the grace apprehended, as ina treaſure 
farre more deare vnto him then the glory of inflaite worlds, 
or life ir ſelfe, From the power and workings of this inward 
grace, ſpring omward $tions; both in his generall calting 
of Chriftianicy, and his particular yocation, which by the 
mercies of Godare faithfull, conftane, vaiforme, impagriall, 
reſolute, vniverſall, comfortable. Whereas thoſe which are 
produced by the more weake and inferiour Jegrees of tem- 
porarie faith, incident tathe formall hypocrite, are weake, 
wauczciug, many times interrupted, yariable ; guided _ h 
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by occaſions;& the time, forced by hepe or feare ; ſwayed by 
ſecret reſpe&ts topriuate ends, and worldly contentments, 

But theſe more inward markes of difference, howſoeuer 
by a ſweete and gratious experience they befelt, and ac- 
knowledged of the child of God; yer generally, and tothe 
ynregenerate,theyare hidden myſteries,and vndiſcernable 
tothe brighteſt eye of the naturall man, Therefore 1 will 
come to thoſe markes of difference _—_— the ate of for- 
mall hypocrific,and ſauing grace, which are more outward, 
lis end more ncty, and cafilie diſcernable, Of 
which one may be this : 

The power of grace doth beget ina regenerate man, a 
watchfulneſſe, care and conſcience of ſmaller offences,of ſe- 
cret fins, of finfull thoughts, of appearances of euill, of all 
occaſions of finne, ef prophane companie, of giving iuft of- 
fence in indifferent actions and the like : whereas the for 
mall hypocrite taketh not ſuch things as theſe much to 
heart, but eicher makes no conſcience of them at all, hol. 
ding it a point of preciſenes tobe too conſcionable; or elſe 

oportions itto ſerue his owne turne, or to giuefatiſfation 
to others, And in forbearance of ſinnes, he hath an eſpeciall 
eye onely atthoſe that may notoriouſly diſgrace himin the 
world,cntanglc himin danger of law,or yexc his conſcience 
with ſome extraordinarie terror. 

Let thoſe then examine themſelues at this marke; who, 
howſocuer ſhame keepe them from vncleane practiſes, and 
- grofler acts of filthines ; yet inwardly boyle in ſpeculatiue 
wantonneſle and adulterics of the heart, Thoſe, who howſo- 
euer their indire& meanes ſpeed not for mounting them- 
ſelues tohigh cſtare, yer ſpend their beſt thoughts all their 
life long, in proieCting and contriuing,as though they were 
borne to aduance themſelues, and not to honour God in' 
theireallings, Thoſe,who though they doe not encloſe, op- 
preſſe and grind the faces of the poore ; yet haue their hearts 
exerciſed in couetouſnes. Thoſe, who though they haue for. 
ſake ſome ſins, yet maintain in themſelues one known ſweet 
knne, Thoſe, who though lawes, and feare of danger 
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reftraine from railing with open mouthes againſt our State, 
yet harbour ſecret repigings , murmurings, ynthankful- 
neſle, and diſcontentments, Euen a contemptuous thought 
ofa king, or lawfull authority, is a finne of high nature : 
and me thinkes, for the miraculouſneſſe of the diſcouerie ; 
is paralleldin Eccle/ſiaſtes,to the bloodinefle of attuall mur- 


the matter, I 
Laſtly, let thoſe examine themſelues at thismarke, who 
offer themſclues to thoſe ſinfull occafions, breeders ofman 
ſtrange and fearefull miſchiefes, Imeane prophane and ob- 
ſcene Playes. Pardon me beloued, I cannotpaſſe by thoſe a« 
bominable ſpeRtacles, without particular indignation, For 
I did euer efteeme them, fince I had any vnderſtanding in 
the waics of God, the Grand empoyloners of grace, inge- 
nuouſnes, and all manly reſolution : Greater plagues and 
infeRtions to-your ſoules, then the contagious peltilence to 
your bodies: The inexpiable ſtaine 7 diſhonour to this 
famous City: The noiſome wormes that canker and blaſt 
the generous and noble buds of thisland; and doe by a ſlie 
and bewitching infinuation ſo empoyſonall ſeeds of vertue, 
and fo weaken and emaſculate all the tions of the 
ſoule, with a prophane, if not ynnaturall difſolutenes; that 
whereas they are planted in theſe worthie houſes of Lay, 
tobe fitted and enabled for greatand honourable ations, 
forthe publicke good, and the continuance of the glory 
and happineſle ofthis kingdome, they licentiouſly diffolus 
into wicked vaniticsand pleaſures, andall hope of their e- 
uer doing good, cither ynto God, the Church, their Coun- 
tric or owne ſoules, melteth as the winter ice , and floweth 
away as vnprofitable waters. Theſe infamous ſpeRacles are 
condemned by all kind of ſound learning, both divine and 
humane, Diſtinions deuiſed for their vpholding and de- 
fence, may giue ſore ſhallow and weake contentment to 
_ and ſenſuall affeions, poſleſt with preiudice :bur 
ow ſhall they be able to fatisfie and ſecure a conſcience 
ſcnlible of all appearance of exii? How can they preſeruethe 
| L inclina» 
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inclinableneſſc of our corrupt nature from infeRion,at thoſe 
$choole's of leaudnes and Swmkes of all ſrnr,as (to omit Divingyy 
Councels,Fathers, Moraliſts,becauſe the point isnot direct- 
ly incident )euen a * Polititian calleth them, Alas, are not 
our wretched corruptions raging and fierie enough, being 
lcftto themſelues diſperſed at their naturall liberty; but they 
muſt be vnited at theſe accurſed Theaters, as ina hollow 
glaſſe to ſet on flame the whole bogy of our natural vitiouſ- 
nefſe at once, and toenrage it further with luſt, fierceneſle, 
and efteminatenes, beyond the compaſle of nature ? Doth 
any man thinke it poſſible that the power of ſauing grace, 
or the pure ſpirit of God can reſide in his hart, that willing- 
iy & with ful conſent feeds his inward concupiſcenee,with 

uch variety of ſinfulll vanitics and leaud occafions, which 
the Lord hiniſelfe hath pronounced to be an abomination 
vnto him? How can any man that ever felt in his hart,either 
true loue or fearc of fo dreadful a Maieltie, as the Lord of 
heauen and earth, endure to be preſent, cſpccially with de- 
light and contentment, at Oathes, Blaſphemies, Obſceni- 
ties, and the abuſing ſometimes of the moſt pretious things 
inthe booke of God, whercat wee ſhould tremble, to moſt 
baſc and (currill iefts ? Cerrainely eucry child of God js of a 
right noble and heroicall ſpirit;and therfore is molt impati. 
ent in hearing any wrong, indignitie or diſhonour offered 
to the word,name, or glory of Is Almightic Father, 

A ſccond marke of difference may be this: The power of 
ſaving grace dothſubdue and fanctifie our affeCtions with 
a conſcionable and holy moderation; ſo that they become 
feruiceable tothe glory of God, and for a more reſolute ca- 
riage of good cauſes,and zealous diſcharge of all Chrikian 


«duties, But the — of paſſions in the formall hypo- 


crite, is not {o much of conſcience,as artificiall, politique, 


for TIN by the guidance of morall diſcretion : ſo 


that if they be cempted by ſtrong occaſions,and violent ob- 
ies, they many times breake ougto the diſhonour of God, 
the diſgrace ofa Chriſtian profeſſion, and the diſcouery of 
their hypoctiſie, | 
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Let euery man then examine himſelfe at this marke,and 
with a ſingle eye and vpright heart take a view of his affe- 
Riqns ; whether his ioy beinward and fpirituall, that is,in 
the aflurance of Gods tauour, in his word, in his children, in 
__ a continuall practiſe of godlineſſe ; or outward 
and carnall, that is, in the attainement of greatneſle and 
worliy pleaſures,in the increaſe of his corne and wine, and 
oile, Whether he loue the peace of conſcience farre more 
dearely then the fauour of men, or his owne life : Whe- 
therhcebee more zealous for the honour and praiſe of God, 
then his oxvne : Whether he be more affraid of (ecret finnes, 
then open Ya ; of oftending God, then oucward afflicti- 
ons: Whether he be more angry in the cauſe of religion,and 
concerning Gods glory,or for his owne priuat wrongs, Ard 
ſo thorow out the reſt of his aftections. 

Let the ficrce and deſperate gallants conſider this point ; 
which vpon euery light occaſion, and eermes of diſgrace,are 
ready, out of a graccles & vngrounded opinion of declining 
cowardize, to ſheath their ſwords in the bodie of their bro. 
ther, And let them aſſure themſclues, that the meeke and 
mercifull fpirit of God, will ncuer conhſt with ſuch bloodie 
and vnatamed afteCtions; his holy motions will not come in- 
to their ſecret, neither will his fauing grace be ioyned wither 
their aſſembly. For in their wrath they will kill atman, and 
in their (clſe-will they will deſtroy the image of God, Cur- 
ſed bee their wrath, for it isficrce; and their rage, for itis 
cruell, 

Oh that they would but marke and foreſce, into what an 
incuitable, and endleſle maze of certaine miſery and venge- 
ance they center, when they enter into the field, vpon either 
offer,or acceptance of challenge. If chey be Nlaine, they are 
acceſſaries to their owne vntimely murder : They violentlic 
and wilfully pull themſelues from the land of the living, to 
the cad þ regions of death: They cruelly, and irrecouec- 
rably rent their owne poore ſoules from time of grace and 
repentance: They extinguiſh all hope of poſteritic; and per- 
haps thcir houſe and family determines in that bloudie at. 
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Bur that which is the accompliſhment ofall miſeries and 
rerrour,they iuſtly fall into the hands of the living God, who 
will certainely iudge them after the manner of them that 
ſhead their owne bloud ; and will give them the bloud of 
wrath, and oficalouſie, And whereas they looked toleaue a 
name behind them, it ſhall rot away with as vile detefation, 
as their carcaſes in the graue : The memoriall of the inf, ſaith 
Salomon, ſhall be bleſſed : but the name of the wicked ſhall rot, If 
irdoeliue,it ſhall live to their ſhame and infamy, For I dare 
ſay this boldly ; There was never any man rightly informed, 
either in the principles of nature, orin the gracious way to 
heauen,in the ſoberpaſſages of moralitie, orin the juſtice of 
Nate and policie, oracquainted with the faireneſle of true 
honour, that euer gaue any allowance,or euer will to the re« 
putation of manhood, falſely ſo called, purchaſed in privar 
quarrell inthe field, This is thenall they get : forthe loſle 
of foule and bodie, of heauen and -earth,of name and poſte- 
ritie,they onely gaine the damned applauſe of diuels, fivag- 
erers and wicked men. | 

But if it fall ont otherwiſe, that they be nor kild, but kill ; 
marke what befals themethey depart the field drunken with 
blood,as with new wine, and therefore they ſhall be ſure at 
length to be fild with drunkennes, and with forrow; even 
with the cup of deſtrution and trembling; they ſhall drinke 
of it deepe and large, and wring; it outto the very dregs.For 
py after the murder committed, they haue Caines 
earefull marke ſtampt vpon them: The furies of conſcience; 
and cries of blood, ſhal for euer perſecute them with reſtleſſe 
horrour : As they clothed themſelues with rage like a rai» 
ment,ſo ſhall itnow come into their bowels like water, and 
finke like oile into their bones, In the meanetime they ſhall 
liue inthe hell of conſcience vypon earth, and expeRt cuerie 
houre tobe tumbled into the hell of wicked diuelsfor cuer+ 
more in the world to come. 

Let me then in the name and feare of God aduiſe them ; if 
they would win an opinion of true valor indeed, if they look 


for anyportionin the mercies of God, or honour —_ 
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his Saints,to ſettle and compoſe ſach wild afeQionlby the 
word of truth ; to turne the greatneſſe of their courage and 
gallantneſſe of Spirit, to the ſubduing and conquering of 
their owne corruptions, and to tne wraſtling againſt princi- 
palities and powers, againſt the worldly gouernours, the 
princes of the darknefle of this world,again(t ſpicitual wick- 
edneſſes, which arein the high places, This fight is Chriftian, 
and couragious indeed, the victory is glorious, the reward is 
immortalitie, 

A third note of difference may be this : Euery child of 

God by the power of ſauing grace, doth hunger and thirſt 
after all > wy cn. God hath ordained, or offers for his 
furtherance in the way to heauen, and for his coraforting 
and confirming ina Chriſtian courſe; and doth make a ho- 
ly vie of whatfocuer is cither publickly or privately laid 
ypon him for his amendment : and therefore he continually 
profics and procceds in ſanRtification by his word, his iudge- 
ments and his mercies: by the exerciſe, obſeruation and 
ſenſe of which, hee growes fenfiblic in heauenly know- 
ledge,faich,humiliation,repentance, thankfulnefle, and all 
other ſpirituall graces, Burthe formall hypocrite doth fo 
farre take notice andregard of them, as they further his tem 
poral happineſſe,and as his neglect of them, by conſequent 
threatneth dangerand ouerthrow to his outward worldlie _ 
Nate, For the preſent perhaps, hee is mooued with the hea- 
ring of the worq of God, with the terror of his iudgements, 
while they lie with ſome extraordinarie waight ypon him« 
ſelfe,or the whole land ; and with the ſweetneffe ofhis mer. 
cies, becauſe they ſecure him-in his proſperitic, Buttheſe 
things finke not into his ſoule with the power of mortifica« 
tion,to the deſtroying ofhis finfull affeQtions; and the ſha« 
king off of every knowne finne, 

Beloued in our Lord and Saujour ChriftTeſus, ler vs euc- 
ry one of vs, [beſecech you,trie himſelf faithfully by this nore 
of difference : And the rather becaufe our gracious God 
hath moſt plentifully and incomparablic vouchſafed vs in 
this land all meanes to'bring vs vnto heauen, He hath vik« 
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ted vs with his word, his iudgements and mercies, to the a- 
ſtoniſament ofthe whole world, Now let vs conſider, whe- 
ther as they haue bred admiration in men and Angels, fo 
they haue brought ſaluation to our owne ſoules, 

Firſt,for his word, For theſe fiftic yeeres,you know, hee 
hath ſpread out his hands all the day long; he hath ſent all 
his ſeruants,the preachers of his word, riling vp earcly, and 
ſending them,laying : Returne- now eucry man from his e= 
vill way,and amcnd yuur workes, Letvsthen examine our 
ſeluesin this point. Hath this glorious Goſpell, which hath 
ſo long ſhined bright in our cies, and ſounded loud in our 
eares,hath ir, I ſay,bin mightic in operation vpon our ſoules, 
inplanting in them the power of true godlineſſe? Doe wee 
daily grove more ſound by it in the knowledge of thetruth ; 
and ſce more particularly into the way and whole courſe of 
Chriſtianitic ? Doth it continually build vs yp more ſtrong- 
ly in faith, repentance,and an holy obcdience to all his com- 
mandements ? Why then bleſled is our caſe: for this power- 
ful experience in our ſoules of daily growth in godlinefſc by 
the word,is a notable mark vnto vs that we are 1a the ſtate of 
grace; and ſoal the bleſſings in the book of God belong vn- 
to vs, and plcaſures moe, then the ftarres of the firmament 
in number, But if otherwiſe(which is rather to be feared) if 
we haue cither binno hearcrs, or but now and then, as our 
worldly commoditics would giue vsleaue,or hearers onclie 
of forme andfaſhion, nor of z.cale and conſcience toprofie 
byit, and yceld obedience vntoit, or onely hcarers and no 
doers,why then we may aſſure our ſelucs,we are yet ſhort of 
the ſtate of grace; and marke what will be the cnd,b6th of 
vsand the whole land ; it muſt nceds be the ſame with that 
of Iuda and Ierufalem (for they were as wel beloucd of God 
ascucr England can be)Goe,faith God vnto /eremie, Goe and 
tell the men of [uda, and the inhabitants of leraſalem : I haxe 
ſent you all my ſernants the Prophets, riſing vp earely, and ſen- 
ding them ; but you Wouldnot encline your eare,you would not 
obay me; therefore this ſaith the Lord of Hoits, the God of I[- 
rael: Behold, I:rill bring pon Inda,andvpon all the innabitants 
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of leruſalem, a!l the emill thu I haae pronounced againſt theay» 
I will doe vnto this houſe, whereupon my name 1s called, wherein 
«lſ> ye truſt,us I hane done wnto Soil. I will caſt them out of my 
fight : Andwill make this City acirſe unto all the nations of the 
earth, And the Lord was ſo vnremoveable and fetledlyre- 
folued vpon this point ( fith hee had ſp long preached vnto 
them by his Prophets,as he hath done vnto this JanJ, and it 
would doeno good) that he bids the Prophet meddle no 
more,for he would ncuer heare him againe : Therefore{(faith 
he ) thou ſha!r not pray for this people, neither liſt vpcrie 
er prayer for them, neither intreat mce, for L will not heare 
thee, | 
The iudgements vpon this land have beene many and 
fcarefull, 1 doubt not, but we haue ſcene with our eyes, c- 
uen thoſe which are. very neere fore-runners of that great 
and terrible day of the Lord, Wee haue ſcene ſtrange and 
prodigious apparitions in theaire: we haue had vnheard-of 
plots and practiſes againlt our State. Our land hath long 
and cxtraordinari'y groaned ynder a fore and durable 
lagne, which hath ſtucke cloſe to the bowels of this City, 
he ſea hath broke our of her bounds, and ſwept away ma- 
ny as righteous as our ſelues : we have felt ſuch extremity 
of heate and cold,of which I thinke theſe parts of the world 
are not naturally capable; ſo certaine is it that the finger of 
God hath beenc in them, The poore of the land cuen now 
gricuouſly ſigh, and pine with a preſent famine, Let vsthen 
examine our ſelues in this point, Hatte wee laid all theſe 
iudgements vnto our hearts? have we beene truely humbled 
by them ? haue we bya diligent ſearch taken notice of our 
hanes and gricucd for them, and abandoned them? haue we 
mourned and cried for all the abominations that are done a- 
moneſt vs? Why then bleſlcd is our cafe, our ſtate is the 
ſtate of grace ; we ſhall be fure tob- marked and fealedin 
the ſorcheads, by the Angell of God, for his feruants, before 
the vials of final detolation be powred vpon this kingdume, 
But if otherwiſe (which is rather to be ſeared)if hee hath 


ſmitten ys, and we haue not forrowed ; if he hath corrected 
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vsfor amendment,and we are not bettered, but rather worſe 
and worſe ; we may affure our ſelueewe yet wanta gracious 
marke, and effect of the power of true godlines; and marke 
what will be the end both of ys and our whole land; it can 
beno other then that of his owne people. And thus he dealt 
wich them by his judgements, euen asa Phyfition with his 

atient. A Phyfition while there is any hope of recoverie in 
is patient; he vſeth the benefit of all the rules of arr, all va- 
riety of meanes, preſcribing diet, letting blood, —— 

ils and potions; but when he once perceiues the natural 
Cone to boſo decayed, and firength of nature ſpent, that 
his phyſicke will worke no more good vpon him, but rather 
ho hisruine then his recoveric, hce then leaues himto 
the pangs of death and diſſolution of ſoule and body, Euen 
fo deales God with his people, while there isany hope of 
repentance, he viſits them by all kind of caftigations, all 
maner of puniſhments: But when all ſenſe of religion, all 
heate of zeale, and life of grace haue ſo vtterly forſaken the 
hearts of men ; that they are rather broken then bowed, ra- 
ther hardened then humbled by his judgements; hee giues 
them oucr to their owne iuſt confuſion, He leaues them fi- 
nally,neuer more to bee intreated, to lamentations, mour- 
ningsand woe; to the feare, tothe pit,andto the ſnare : to 


.theLion, the Wolfe, and the Leopard. T how haſt ſtricken 


thew ( faith leremie) but they hanenct ſorrowed, thou haſt con 
ſamed them, but they hane refuſed to ngreine correftion : they 
haxe made their- faces harder then a A and baxe refuſed to 
returne. Wherefore a Lion ont of the forreit ſhall ſlay them, and 
a Wolfe of the wilderne: ſhalldeſtroy them: a Leopard ſhallwatch 
oxer thrir Cities, enery one that goeth out thence, ſhall be torne 
in peeces, becanſe their treſpaſſes are many, and therr rebellions 
are encreaſed, This courſe of Gods proceeding in his iudge-' 
ments, we may ſcc moſt cleerely in the 4. ofe Amos. He firſt 
gaue them cleannefle of teeth in all their Cities, and ſcarce- 
nes of bead inall their places; and yet- they returnednor 
ynto him : He withheld the raige from them, when there 
were yet three moneths to the harueſt; ſo that two or three 

Citics 
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Cities wandred yuto one Citie to drinke water, butthey 
were not ſatisfied : and yet they returned not vnto him, He 
ſmore them with blaſting & mildew;their gardens and their 
vineyards, their figtrees, and their olive trees did the Pal- 
mer worme dcuoure : and yet they returned not ynto him, 
Peſtilence he ſent amonglt them after the maner of Eg 

and yer they returned not ynto him. Therfore,laith the Lord, 
thus will | dee vnto thee O Ifracl, He ſpeakes after the man- 
ner of aman, in whom iuſt indignation tops paſſage vnto 

ſpeech , and who wants words to expreſle the horribleneſſe 
of the puniſhments hee purpoſes to inflit: Therefore thus 
and thus will I doe vnto thee O liracl, cucn ſfoas he threat- 
ned in the beginning of the Chapter: The daies ſhall come wp- 
on you, that you ſhall be taken away with thornes, and your po- 
ferity with A-booker, As if he ſhould have ſaid, I willmake 
no more trialtby ind gements ; I will now doe a thing in If 
rael, whereof wholocuer fhall heare, his two cares ſhall 
tiogle ; yea,and all his v7 my tremble. I will now 
{weepe you all away with the beeſome of vtterdefirution, 
This iscertainely now iuſt our caſe ( For tocrie peace,peace, 

where there is nopcace towards, is wicked and to no pur- 
poſeztabring conceitsand ſmoothings to this place, will 

never ſerue the turne zeitherfor the dilcharge of our con- 

ſciences, or the ſauing of your ſoules) I faythis is juſt our. 
caſe; weareeuen already comets this laſt point and peri- 
od: By our many impicties and-impenitency , wee hens 
brought our gracious God tothat queſtion in the x, of //z. 
VV berefore ſhould ye be ſmitten any more? for ye fall away more 

end more. Or rather to this concluſion in the 4. of Amos; 

therefore thus vill I do 1nto thee, © nation not worthie to be 

loued. He hath made. triall by ſo many iudgements,and fo 

many times, and alb in vaine ; thatthe-yery next iudgement 

we may iufily fearc and expe, withour rrue and timely re- 

penrance, willeucn be the beceſome of yrrer deſolation, 

. As the: iudgements- ypon this land haue beene great 
arid ſearefull; ſo many and wonderfull haue beene his mer- 
cies ypon ys, and ſuch 1 Bs Ea" 

ver 
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ur [aw norion ves of men enioyed; I will onelyname two, 
wh. tk carmot ow ver freſh in 1 y mans memorie : The 
cont wing of our peace, at the death of our late Soueraign 
of ever g onious memonie:; Ard our detirierance from the 
Guapow- ler Treaſon, Of which rwo when fbift every man 
heard, me thinks hee ſhould haue beene afraid, left hee had 
beene in a Creame: as it 15 ſan! of the Iraclites, Pjalmn, 1 6, 
Vi hen the Lora brought againe the captimrre of Sion, wewere 
lhe them that dreawie, Bath that,and theſe our bleſhngs were - 
things ſoincreetble, and beyond all expectation, |, 
You know alittle before the Queenes death, the wiſcſt 
were at their Wits ends, and every one ftood amazed and a- 
Roniſhed- for the feares his beart did feare. The Icluites 
from beyond ſeas inſolently inſulted over vs, and toldvsin | 
their bookes, that this kingdome would ſhortly become a 
prey to the jm ambition of all the neighbour nations; 
that huge clouds of blood hung over our heads, and would 
mel diſlolue at the Queenes death. Bur it was neither 
o, nor ſo, They are the falſe prophets of the Beaſt in the 
Revelation, no marvell though they lied :For he that dwels 
in the keauer laughed them to. ſcorne, our gratious God 
had them in derifion, And when diucls and Papiſts looked 
and wiſhed, that this land ſhould haus beene clothed, euen 
with blood and fire, as with a garment; our of the infinite 
depth of his vnſcarchablemercics he couered it with peace 
ioy and happineſle, cuen as the ſeas are coucred with was 
rec. | 
Inthe Gunpowder Treaſon,the necke of our whole State, 
both of Church and Common- wealth,the glory of this fa- 
mous and flouriſhing kingdome, the hope of poſterity was 
laid asit were. vpon the blocke: The inftrument of death 
was lifted vp by the damned infirument of the Popes malice 
and cruelty, he was euenready to giue the mortall troke; 
and had not the Angell of the Lord Repped-in, in the verio 
nicke; had not our mercifyll- God, by his moſt miracn}ous 
and immediate prouidence purto his helping hand, whe 
our calc was deſperaze and all hope paſt,he had cut offfronr 


VS * 
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vs the roote and the branch,the name and the remnant, the 
ſon and the nephew, Our land that before was as the garden 
of Eden, had bin by this timea deſolate wildernefſe : Our 
Church, which was before a harbour of Saints, had been by 
this time a poole of ſnakes; I meane an habication of Papiſts, 
The faire body of thiscitie, that before was cnlived with 
matchleſſe glory and worth, ſhould by this time haue bin a 
rentand diſmembred carcaſe ; and that which is worſt of al, 
the neglected and forlorne lims, inſpired with the dotrine 
of diuels, 

Ler vs then examine our ſelues in this point, Haue theſe 
incomparable bleſſings melted our hearts into teares of te- 
penrance & thankfulnes? Haue theſe cords of loue drawn vs 
ncerer vnto our God inall knowledge, loue and obedience? 
Why then we may affure our felifes of a good teſtimony,that 
our toulesare ſeaſoned with grace, Bur if it be quite other- 
. wile : It theſe great and vndeſerved mercies have bred in vs 
a more frozen coldnefle in the ſeruice of God, amorepre- 
ſumptuous ſcturitie anda ſounder and ſweeter ſleepe in fins 
If tnce our miraculous deliverance, vnparalleld by all Nati- 
ons, times and tories; there hath bin amongR ys no leffe 

ophaning of Gods Name and Sabbaths then before, no 
eſſe pride and drunkenneſle, no lefſe oppreffion and viurie, 
no lefle vncleannefſe and vnconſcionablenes in our callings, 
no lefle ignorance in the word of God, and backwardnefſe 
inthe waies of holinefle, no leſſe contempt of godlinefſe 
and godly men:Nay,ifall theſe gather head and heart,more 
ripeneſle and readinefſe to receiue the flame of Gods fierce 
and laſt wrath : If there bee rather a ſenhible decay of the 
feare of God,of zeale,and true finceritie amongſt vs: If Pro- 
"phanenefle, Atheiſme,Poperie,and a luke-warmenefle inre- 
ligioo.like a mighrie Torrent, ruſhin violently vpon vs dai. 
ly more and more,and fearefully prevaile and domineere in 
moſt places : Why then,(you are a people of vnderſtanding) 
Leaue it to your owne conſciences, to conſider what mult 
needs ſhortly befall vs,cxcepr we gather our ſelnes before the 

decree come forth; vnleſſe by ſpeedy humiliation and mnfai- 
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"ned repentance, wee prevent ſo great and fearefull judge- 
ments, And the rather, becauſe wee may aſſure our ſelves, 
while the Diuell is in hell, and the Pope at Rome, the Prieſts 
and Ieſuits,thoſe notoriousand pa inſtruments of 
blood and death, will be working in the Vaulrs of darknes 
for the confuſion of the children of light, the ſubuerſion of 
the Kingdome of Chriſt,and by — the ruine of our 
Church and Common- wealth, Liule know we, what teare- 
full and Helhiſh plot may be cuen now in = 0mm. gm ham- 
mering,or how ncere itisto the birth, while we ate molt ſe- 
cure, Andfor vsinthe meane time, without repentance,and 
rooting out Idolatric, to depend (lill ypon immediate and 
miraculous diſcoueries and deliuerances,is at the lealt an vn 
hallowed and deſperate preſumption, | 
I cannorfollow diſtin&ly ar this time, any more differen- 
ces betwixt the ſtate of fauing grace and formall hypocriſie.. 
For concluſion therefore m—_— will acquaint you more ful. 
lie with the effeQts of ſauing grace,and follow in few words 
the trace and fieps of the Spirit of Godin the great worke of 
regeneration; that thereby euery man naay examine his con- 
ſcience,iudge himſelfe,and tric what his tare is. 
The working and propertie of this ſauing grace,and true 
odlifſeſſe youchſafed peculiarly and onely to Gods chil- 
Fen which doth tranſlate them from darkenefle to light, 
from the corruption of nature,to a ſtate of ſupernarurall bleſ- 
ſednefie, you may thus conceive and ynderſtand. Itislike 
leauen (for ſo the power of Gods word is compared in the 


# Goſpell)irisof a ſpreading nature : Firſt, it ſeates it ſelfe in: 


the heart ;afteritis diſperſed ouer all the powers and parts 
both of ſoule and body ; ouer all the ations and duties of a 
man whartſocuer : It ſoftneth and changeth the heart: Ir pur- 
geth the inmoſt hts: It awakes the conſcience, and 
makes it tender and ſenſible of the leaſt finne : It ſantifies: 


the affeRions : It conformes the will vnto the will of God:- 


Ir illightnes the vnderſtanding with ſauing knowledge : It 
ſores thememory with many good leſſons, for comforts, in- 
Rructions and direiens in a godly life:lt ſeaſons the ſpeech 

with 
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with grace : It ſo retifies, and guides all a mansaQions, that 
they proceed from faith, they are warrantable our of Gods 
word,they arc accompliſht by good meanes,and wholly di- 
rected to the glory of God. —_—_—_ it ſpreads further, and 
kindlesa defirc and zeale for the ſaluation of the ſoules of 0- 
thers,eſpecially of all choſe thatany way depend vpon vs:So 
that the child of God doth euer embrace all meanes and op- 
portumities for the communicating of his graces and com- 
forts,and the bringing of others to the ſame tate of happi- 
neſſe with himſelfe. 

Let then,I beſeech you, euery mans conſcience goe a lit- 
tle along with me; and ſecretly, bur faithfully anſytre to 
theſe few interrogatories which I ſhall propoſe very briefly 
and plainely, that every man may ca{Glyvnderitand. Halt 
thou felt by thine owne experience this great worke of re- 
generation and change wrought ypon thyſoule? Hath the 
powerfull word of God,by the inward, ſpeciall and cfte&tu. 
all working of his ſpirit, Croking and bruiſed thy hard and 
ſtonie heart? Hath ir pierced and purged the very cloſeſt and 
moſt vnſearchable corners thereof? Hath it humbled ir with 
the fight of thy finnes,and ſenſe of Gods iudgements? Harh 


_ itfilled ie wich _— terrours, compuncton,remorle and 


true ſorrow for thy lif® paſt? Hath ir after quieted and refre- 
ſhed ir with a ſure faith in Chriſt Jeſus,and a delightin hea« 
venly things ? Hath it mortified thy inward corruptions, 
and broke the heart of thy ſweet finne? Hath it planted a 
holy moderation in all thy affe&ions; that whereas hereto- 
fore they hane been enraged with luſt, withimmoderare an- 
,with ambition, with inſatiable defire forthe enlargemene 

of thy wealth, poſſefſions and greatnefle, and with hatred of 
Gods dearett ſeruants and their holinefle; are they nowin= 
flamed with zcale for Gods honour, truth and ſeruice ; with 
a feruent louec vnto the Lord and his Saints; wich Chriſtian 
courage,to oppole againſt the finnes of the time, todefend 
goodnefſle and good cauſes, ro contemne the lying ſlauders 
and prophane ſcoffes of worthleſſe men? Harh, it begotin 
thy will an hungerand thirlt after-the ſpicicuall foud of thy 
M ; foule, 


fineſle of thy vocation religiouſly, conicionably, and by di- 
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ſoule,the Word and Sacraments; ſo that thon haddeft ra- 
ther part with any _ good, then not enioy the incom- 
parable benefit of a conicionable and conſtant miniſtery ? 
Are thy thoughts, of which heretofore thou. haſt made no 
great conſcience, butletten them wander vpand downe at 
rondom wickedly, idely and wantonly ; are they now,lI fay, 
bounded within a ſacred compaſle, and ſpent vpon holie 
things,and the neceſſary affaires of thy honeſt and lawfull 
calling?Is thy vnderftanding informed,and acquainted with 
the myſterie of ſaluation,which the world,and the wiſe men 
thereof, account nothing but madnefle and follic? Is thy 
memorie, which þath heretofore Been fiuffed with tra 

and toies, vanities and follies, now tapable and greedy of 
divine knowledge ? Are thy words, which heretotore haue 
been full of prophanenefſe and worldlinefſe, now direCted 
to glorifieGod,and to give grace vnto the hearers? Nay yet 
further befides this inward renovation of the faculties of thy 
ſoule ; hath the power of grace ſandtifiedall thy ourward 
ations? Dolt thou now order in everyparticular,al the bu- 


retion out of the word of God?Artthou inwardly aftc&tcd, 
and faithfull in the performance of religious duties? as in 
hearing the word of God, in fanctifying the Sabbath, in 
prayer andthe reſt. Doſt thou now heare the word of God; 
not onely of courſe and cuftome, bur of zeale and conſcience 
to reforme thy ſelfeby ir, and ro liuc after it? Doe not the 
weeke daies duties, and worldly cares drowne thy mind on 
the Sabbath ; but that thou doſt the whole day entirely,free- 
ly and cheerefully attend the worſhip of God? Dot thou 
exerciſe daily with fruit and feeling, prayer, that precious 
comfort of the faithfull Chriſtian? Thou being converted, 
doſt thoulabour the conuerſion of others,c{pecially of thoſe 
which ate committed any way to thy charge,and for whom 
thou mult giue a more firi account; as if ou be a maſter 
ofa family, doſtthou pray with them, and infiruct them in 
the doctrine of faluation,and waies of godlineſſe?Doft thou 
now nat onely {ticke at, and forbeare greatand grofic _ 
; ue 


bur doſt thou cuen hare the garment ſpotred of the fleſh,and 
al _—_ of cuili?Doth the tendernes of thy confcience 
checke thee for the leaſt fhnne$, and make thee fearefull 
'ro cffend, though ir bee bur ja a wandring. cogitation ? 
Afﬀtereuery tail into infirnities, art thou carctull corenew 
thy repentance, and learne wiſedome and watchtumeſſe ro 
auoid them atrcrwards? Docft thou fterle- thy ſelfe profir; 
,grow andencrealc in theſe fruits and effects of grace? And 
baſ thou tuch a gratious raſt of the glory of God, and of e« 
tervall life , that thou art cuen willing and deſirous to meet 
thy Sauiour in the clouds; notſo much-for to be rid ourof 
the mileries of this life, as to be freed from the: heauie bur- 
then of finne which hangs. on fo faſt, and to enioy hispre- 
ſence inthe heauens for cuer? In a word, as thy ſoule giues 
life, ſpirit, and motion to-thy whole body, and euery part 
thereof; doth the ſpirit of God even fo inipire thy ſoule and 
body, and all thy actions with the life of grace ? Why then, 
thou haſt paſt the perfetions ofthe formal hypocrite,and 
art poſſcſt of the (tate of true blefſednefle; thou art then hap- 
pie thateuer thou waſt borne; thy way iscertainely the way 
of life: And I can aſſure thee, and: I dare boldlypronounce 
ythat thouart alrcady ytterly out of the reach of all the 
powers of hell : Satan is chained vp, for euer doing theeany' 
deadly hur: : All the creaturesare reconciled vnto thee, and 
at league with thee : Thou haſt filled the Angels with ioy at 
thy conucrſion, they will for cuer guard thee : Thouſhalr 
neuer more beafraidfor anyeuill tidings. Though the earth: 
be moued,and though the mountaines fall into the midit 
ofthe (ea, thy heart ſhall abide Rrong, vnſhaken and com- 
fortable. When thou falleft downe vpon thy bedof ficknes, 
thou ſhalt find no morrall poyfon in thy fleſh; noting in 
death ; no darkenes in the graue ; no amazement art . br 
great and fearefull day, For all the merits and ſufferings of 
Chiiſt are thine ; all the comforts of Gods children are 
thine ; all the bleſſings in the booke of God are thine; all 
the ioyes of heauen are thine : cucn all things are thine, and 
thouart Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods, Onely Rand —_— 
| XI 
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faith ; quitthy ſelfe like a man,and be ftrong;gird thy ſword 

n thy thigh ; buckle faſt voto thee the whole armour of 
God; ride on becauſe of the word of truth ; and the Lord 
thy God be with thee. Breake thorow for a while with vn- 
daunted courage the bitterneſſe of the worlds malice ; the 
keene razours of cmpoyloned tongues; the teares andredi- 
ouſneſle of a few & wretched daics; for thonart nearer the 
price of the high calling, then when-thou firſt beleeuedf(t: 
Shine more and more in faith,in patience, in loue, in know- 
ledge, obedience, and all other, Cheiltian races, vntill the 
perfeRt day, vntill thou reach the height of heauen, and the 
full glory of the Saints of God, 

- Inowproceed more diftin&tly to other markes of diffe- 
rence berwixt the fate of grace, and formall hypocrihee, 
Some notes of diftinQion for my purpoſe may be raiſed our 
of thoſe places of Scripture, which I propoſed, for to acquaine 
you with the kinds of perfeQtion, and degrees of goodnefle; 
whereof a man as yet ynregenerate is capable, and may bee 
partaker, 

lathe 8, of Luke, the hearer reſembled vnto the Nonie 
ground, is the. formall hypocrire. Hee receiues the word of 

God witlr ioy,as doth:the faichfull Chriſtian, though hoe 
inthe fame meaſureBur bere is the ſpeciall point and marke 
that differenceth the one from the other : The word and: 
faith inthe formall hypocrite haue no -roots: They are not 
deepely and. ſoundly rooted andplanted in his vnderſtane 

ſting, conſcience, tkaughts, affeions,and ations. 
irlt, they are not rooted and faſtened in his vnderſtan« 
ding, bythoſe ewo facred and gratious habits, whichare 
called by the Apoſtle,Col.1. g. n#/cand awene mwuanes: Hean 
uenly knowledge,or ſpeculariue wiſedome in the —_— 
of aluation: And ſpiratuall prudence, ora fanQified under. 
ſanding in the practicall affaires of the ſoule, Theſe two, as 
I conceiuc,for divine reuciations,and matters of heauen, an- 
ſxere in a proportion tothole two intelleGuall habits, $4- 
pientia and Prudenti: mentioned by Ariſtotle Erh.6, for 
naturall truth acd civill aCtians, Sapiextia, youknow owt = 
. c 
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' tis; which isa naturall light and ability © prehen i 
' andacknowledging — lnciole ; hot 2009 nr. 
and fountaines of all humane knowledge : and of Scientia; 
| which isan habicuall and exact knowledge ofall neceflarie 
concluſions and deduCtions by the force of reaſon, and !2- 
bourof diſcourſe thence iſſuing, and grounded thereupon, 
But Prudentsa, though icbe ſeared in | rnderftanding;yet 
itispracticall, in reſpe& of the Obie and the end; and is 
the loueraigne and guide of all other vertues, Ir doth euer 
| amidrhe many varieties, vacertainties, and paſſages of hu- 
mane aQions,wilely,and honeſtly conſult and aduile,iudge, 
and refolue; manage, and execute, Euen iuſtfo, thete two 
heauenly habits, -vi«, and owe wizents, heauenly wile» 
.dome, and ſpiricuall prudence, ſhed into cuery fanctified 
vnderſtanding -by the fountaine of grace, are buſied and 
exerciſed about ſupernaturall truths, and matters of eternall 
life.By the firſt,the child of God having the eyes of his mind 
opened and illightened, doth fee the greatmyſterie of ſal. 
uation, the ſecrets of the kingdome, the whole counſell,and 
the wonders of the law of God: Hce doth know what the 
hope is of his calling,and what the riches of his glorious in- 
heritance is in the Saints : hee comprehends what is the 
breadth, and the length, and the d - yur the heighth.By 
the ſecond heis enabled witha judicious fincerity to deli- 
berate,and determine in caſes of conſcience; in the perplex- 
ities of tentations; in all firaites, ambiguities, and difficul- 
ties incident to the confideration and cariage of a Chriſtian; 
and with fpirituall diſcretion to guide and conduct all the 
* actions of race, and euery particular, both in his generall 
and ſpeciall calling. This explication premiſcd , I cometo 


tell you, that the word of God doth not take ſure and Io» 
ſting root,doth nor dwell plentifullyin the vadatianding 
of the Formall hypocrite, by theſe two divine habits, 

Firſt, there is a right noble branch of diuirie knowledge 
and heauenly wiſedome, ſpringing out of the mylteric of 
regeneration ; in which,as I ta 


eit, the formall hypocrite is 
N for 
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for the moſt part vtterly ignorant. He knowes not that dark 
and ſearefull paſſage, which leades from the vanities and 
ions of nature, and out of the dominions of darke- 

nefſe and death , thorow firange terrors and rormentsof 
foule, intothe rich and glorious happines of the fate of 
grace,and kingdome of Chriſt. He knowes not the variety 
and power of tentations; the cauſes,degrees,the wofull con. 
ſequents and recouerics of ſpiricuall defertions,relapſes, and 
decaies of grace, He hath no skill in the nature, fymptomes, 
and alas of afflicted conſciences : in the ſecret work- 
ings and right vies of afflitions, infirmitics, ſcandals, 
and diſgraces. He is not acquainted with Satans transfor. 
mations into the glory of an Angell ; with his Bun, & wiwors, 
as the Apoſtle calleth them : chat is, his depths,his profound 
lots and contriuances, moulded by malice and turtlety in 
his owne large ynderſtanding ; furniſhed with the experi- 


ence of our corruptions, and the fuccefſe of his many tenta« - 


tions for ſome thouſands of yecres ; managed with all the 
crafts and policies of the moſt darke and hidden corners of 
hell. He is not acquainted with his »>vei; as they are called 
Epheſf.6.11: his m_—_ method, in the wilie conuciance 
of his ftratagemsand infidiations; in ordering his aflaults, 
and diſcharging his herie darts, How ſometimes he keepes 
as it were a method of nature, in ning at the root,and la- 
bouring to ſtop or poyſon the fotintaine of ſpirituall life, 


Which is Faith : that ſothe fruits of godlineſſe may wither, 


and the ſtreames of divine grace may drie vp. Satan knowes 
full well thatthe lively or languifhing excrcife of other in- 
ward graces, the cold, or zealous performance of all out. 
ward duties, depend vpon the weakenes or ſtrength of our 
ſaith : And therefore if he perceiue, that by a free and vitall 
operation of a ſtrong faith, our zeale,our hope,our patience, 
our faithfulnes in our calling,and other graces bee maintai- 
ned in their heate, vigour and excellency, he labours mighe 
and maine to weaken, ſhake, and beate downe ou? Faith, 
and that by ſuch meanes as theſe : 

Furſt, by ſuggeſting tothe child of God, a conſideration 


of 


c 
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|" - eftheflowiſhingofthe wicked; how imperiouſlic andpro- 
ppnnpehey domineere and revell it in the world; __ 
ey ſpread themſelues like a greene Bay tree, and bring 
theirenterpriſes to paſſe : while himſelfe lies trampled vpon 
by their inſolencies, oppreſſions and prophane cenlures ; 
while perhaps hee lingers and pines vnder ſome heauie 
croſſe and long viſitation;and for al his prayers,his groanes, 
his patience, yet finds ſmall comfort, no deliverance, for 
*ends beſt knowne vnto his heauenly father; fo that hee 
may outwardly cuen periſlrin his troubles, This isa ſhroud 
6 yo in ſome meaſure prevailed againſt Davic; it Prlm.zy. 
ce ſorall,and well rooted a Cedar to Rtagger : nay, this 
? eſt had neere overturned him; this blow had wounded 
his faith to death, had he notin good time ſtept into the San= 
Qtuarie of the Lord, and vnderſtood the end of theſe men ; 
How ſuddenly they are deſtroyed, periſhed, and horribly chnſu- 
wed: and conGdered howſocuer the godly bee vext with 
men or diuels for the daies oftheir vanitic inthis miſerable 
' world; yetit cucr goes well with them at the laſt, 
A ſecond meancs, by which Satan endeuours the weak= 2 
ning of our faith is this : He curiouſlic obſcrues all ſeaſons 
Py end $; and therefore ifhe ſpic our minds to bee 
overcaſt with ſome cloud of melancholy, the ſeate many 
times of ynneceſlarie diſtruſts and feares; or to be caſt downe 
with ſome {ad and heauy accident, and worldly diſcomfort ; 
he preſently afreſh repreſents ynto the view of our conſci- * 
ence, the many and great finnes of our vnregeneration in 
their fouleſt ſhape ; that ſo by this renewed horrorhe terri- 
fying and affrighting vs, may raiſe new doubtings and a- 
mens in ſome ure looſen the hand and hold 
of faith, 
A third weapon,by which he ſtriketh at our faith, I take 3 
tobe one ofhis own immediate ſuggeſtions,and that is this: 
While the heart of a gadly man is refreſhing it lelfe {weetly 
and plenteouſlic ws an aſſurance of his future happineſle 
andeternallenioyment of endlefle iores in heaven; Saran, 
that ont of his cruell malice hee _ mixe {ome helliſh pw 
2 on 
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ſon with theſe riuers of comfort, labours to caſt into his 
mind,cuen ſome thoughts of impoſſibilitie of the perfor- 
mance of the promiſes of faluation, and of the atrainement 
of that excellent waight of glorie:. and would gladly make 
him chinke it incredible, that hee ſhould euer bee crowned 
with inunortakrie;-or be ſo gloriouſlic partaker thorow all 
eternitic of vaſpeakgable comforts above. This temptation, 
as I cake it, doth not much diſquiet the formall hypocrite, 
or any yarcgenerate man, -For becauſc his perſwaſion of 
happintfle ro come, is falle and miſgrounded, and that hee 
hath no ſound aſſurance of heaven; Satan is too wile to 
ſuggcit vnto him. doubrsand dittraRtions of this nature. But 
wherelocuer it lights, it is of feareful confequence;and ther- 
fore not to bee debated vpon by the thoughts, or diſputed 
with Satan;that is not the way to conquer this temptation ; 
but ſuddenly, and reſolutely to bee repeld by the power of 

rayer,and out of amholy contempr of fo baſe and lying:ma- 
Keds be caſt as dung vpon the. face of the tempter : So that 
the faithfull Chriſtian for al this,may maintaine and poſſeſle 
his hart inpatience,and vaconquerable.comfort out of theſe 
two conſiderations: | 

Firſt, ifhee bee a diuell and prince ofhel, 25 Gods child 
feeles ſenſibly and —— y this preſent” knmediate 
fuggeſtion ; why then vndoubredly there is the glory of in- 
finite Maieftic in heauen, Angels,Saints,boundleſſe and end- 
Icfl: bleſſednefle ofcuerlaſting time. 

Secondly, he is to conſider, that in the daies ofhis ſecuri- 
tie and worldlineſfe, no ſuch ſcruples aroſe.in his thoughts: 
Arid therefore it is onely a malicioustricke of the enemie of 
all true confort, to defeare vs of our heauen vponearth,our 
aſſurance of heauen in the world to come. 

A fourth way of weakening our faith is this : 1f Satan,by 
taking inthe nicke, the tide of our fraile and impotent affe. 
Cons, by'caſting vs vnawares vpon occafious andallure- 
ments; or by the ſuddennelle, ſubtiltic or violence of ſome 
temptation, be able to hale vs againe intoſome groſle and 


ſcandalous {inne,to which, byrcaton of our naturall diſpoſi- 
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tion and cuſtome, wes were often,and moſtprincipally ob. 
noxious before our calling:why then, Friar can." Fu 
and enforceth ypon vs diſcomfortable, and faich-killing 
concluſions, He preſently infers ypon fuch relapſes z that 
we hauedeceiued our owne foules, that our holineſſe indeed 
is bur  — that our faith is but temporary, andour 
conuerfioncounterfcit: Otherwiſe the grace of God would' 
be lufficient for vs, and the power of his fanGifying ſpirit, 
would at the leaſt fo farre reftraine ys, bridle and mortifie 
our corruptions, that we ſhould not breake out againe, and 
backſlide intoa finne ſo much loathedand repentetl of : O» 
therwiſe,as our ſweet, and maſter-fmne in the time of our vn= 
regeneration,made the deepeſt gaſh,the wideft gapinto our 
conſciences; ſo if we were indeed inthe ſtate of grace, wee 
ſhould moſt carefully and tenderly cloſe vp that wound,and 
bee moſt vigilant and folicitous in fencing nes foctifying 
that breach before any other.: Bychis meanes Satan many: 
times giues a ſore blow to our faith, and breEds much heaui-« 
nefle and diſcomfort in the ſoule, BY | 
Thus Satan in his temptations, ſometimes proceedes by a 
metnod,xzit were of nature,in -—_ at fayh, the roote and 
heart of our ſpiritualt life, But if ho benot able ro faftenhis 
fierie darts vpon the ſhield of fauhgwhy thenhetakesa con- 
trary courſe and method ,as itmay beſt hrhis aduantage,and 
moreealic infinuation. For he attempts the dulling and di- 
miniſhing of our zeale,and forwardnefle in religion, and 0- 
ther fruits of faich,andinferiour parts. of fanGtification, And 
thatby ſuch meanes as theſe, . LAT RLECT 
One weapon, by which ke labours towound our feruen- 
cie,and faithfulnefſe in dutics of holineſſe,and to hinder the 
entire exercile of the graces of lancification; isproſperitie 
and freedome from diſcomfarts and miſerie, Forif he once 
eſpic vs tobe encompaſſed with worldly peice, reputation 
amongſt men, honours and offices, pleaty of wealthand pre- 
ferments; he tseverthen in good hope (by the helpe of the 
natural aptnes of worldly happinesto-enfnare and intangle) 


to beget in our hearts, worldlinefſe (and ſecuritic, therwo . 
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t and dangerous conſutptions of ſpirituall life, For if 

© celdlineſſe once take poſſeſſionof our hewrts, it waſts by 
lictle and lirtle, our ioy in heauenly clings, our comfort in 
the communion of Saints, our longings for the incompre- 
henfible and eucrlaſting happinefſe: it baniſheth all thought 
of the worth ofour ſoules, of the ſpirituall tate of our con. 
ſcience,of the vanitic and change of this preſent life, of the 
lorious rifing againe of our bodics,and the immortalitic of 
the ſecond life : and in ſtead thereof hilleth vs with earthlie 
cares, with feares, icaloubies, griefe, hopes, wiſhes,indepen- 
dance theprouidence ofGod, and a thouſand plat- 
formes for the encreaſementand ſecuring of our outward fe- 
licitie. Andſecuritic,it makes vs inſenhible of Gods iudge- 
ments,of our falling fromour firſt loue,of the danger where- 
in weftand: Ir vs put farre from vs the evil day; and 
to thinke our mountaine fo ſtrong,that wee ſhall never bee 
moouecd, but continue in our happiec Rate, and die in the 


neſt, 
Secondly, he ſeckes to weakenour praftiſe of godlineſſe, 
by faſtening vpon vs ynchecrefulneſſe and vnpr ſe 


in the meanes of ghe preſeruation of grace. For ifhe can once 
make vs.coldand negligent,or onely formall,and curſorie in 
the daily examination of our conſciences, in hearing the 
weedofGod,o the godly exerciſes with our ſchollers or fa. 
milies, in publike prayer, or our morepriuate ſtriving with 
God by groanes and fighes, for the ſupplic of ſome grace, or 
remooueall of ſome corruption then there cuer followes a 
languiſhing and decay of the life of grace. If we but perfun. 
Etorily receive the heauenly food into our vnderfiandings ; 
and being hindered by diftraRtions, careleſneſſe ot worldlie 
carcs,not digeſt itby meditationand conference,andby ſpi- 
rituallexerciſe of feruent prayer conuey it into the ſeuerall 
parts of our ſoules; our new man wil quickly fall into a con- 
jon, 91 

Thirdly, hee doth notably dull and darken ourholinefſe 
and finceritie, by caſting vs vpon vngodlic and prophane 
company: which hath > Ax what ſecret and bewitch- 
| ing 
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ing power to transforme others into their 'owne. faſhions 
and conditions; and to make chem» ſometimes to coademae 
their former forwardnes and zeale in the feruice of God. 
For as the ſeed calt into the earth drawes vnto it ſelf bylirtle 
andlictle the property of that ſoyle whereunto ir is tran{- 
ported, yntil at length it becomes like y which doth there 
naturally grow : fo the ſpirits and mannefs of men com- 
monly conforme themſelves ro thoſe with v-hom they ordi- 
narily converſe, Lamentable then is their caſe , baſetheir 
reſolution,and miſerable their comfort, who for aduantage, 
faction, foteſight and hope of future gratifications, or any 
other by-reſpeR, plunge themlelues into fuch companies, 


| Whereperhaps they may enioy many pleaſant paſſages of 


wit, ſer, andartificiall diiporrs, and paſſing the time, dire- 
Rion in their worldly affaires , combination againſt the” 
power of religion, and the true profeſſors thereof : but 
where they ſhall find no furtherance in the way to heaven, 
no comfort in heauenly things , no encouragement to pie= 
ty , no counſell in tentations , no conſolation vpon their 

eaths-bed, O how much berrer were it, for theſe few and. 
wretched daics, to ſort and ſolace themſelues amongſtthe 
Saints of God, with whom they might ſhine as glor:ous 
lights rogether in the earth , and hereafter inthe heavens 
above the brightneſle of the fun for euermore; ratherthen 
prophanely to ſport themſclues in ©Meſhech, and for a fea- 
fon proudly to ruffle it in the tents of Kedsr, where there is 
no light of grace, no ioynt expectation-&f eternity, but 
darkeneſſe of finne, and ſhadow of death / Miſtake me not 
in this point : I would not haue men goe out of the world, 
or become Zepars#ts, I would rather haue them, if they will 
ynderſtand Pas/aright, be made all things to all men , that 
they might by all meanes ſave fome : That is, I would have 
the children of God notbe wanting in any offices of kind- 
n+fle or pierie, bur to yeeld and communicate themſelucs 
ſo {ar as durie, charity, humanitic,.neceſſiie 'of their gene- 
rall or particular calling vpon good warrant,and iuſt occa- 
fron iy chaltenge and exattat their hands, Butas fora free (_ 
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ceremony of circumſtantiall obſcruance, itis enough to caft 


and: full communication. of 'the- ſecrets 'of-their ſovle , of 


their-deareſt affetions of their fpirituall eſtate, of their * 


joyſulleſt and belt expence of time ; I would haue that 
encly youchſafed and conueied into the faithfull boſome 


of a true Chriſtian, and confined to grace, as it peculiar - 
and principall Obiec&. Lex their goodneſſe, and good , 


deeds ſpread without limit ; but their delight and inti- 
matenes,is to bee reſtrained and appropriated to the Saints 
thatare on the earth, and to the truely excellent, which 
are onely the godly, Hence itis that Gods children are ma- 
ny times mu for moroſitie, vnſociablenes, diſdaineful- 
neſle of ſpirit, and oppolition to good fellowſhip ; when 
God knowes they can find no taſte in the white of an egge, 
no firength in a broken affe of reed, no comfort inthe 
men of the world, whe haue their portion in this life ; and 
therefore they would not part with their Paradiſe of com- 
munion of Saints, or comfortable communication with 
Godin their ſolitarines, for the companie of kings, and a 
world of carnall contentments, 
Fourthly, Satan doth ſometime worke a foule decay of 
race, and exerciſe of godlineſle , by putting into our heads 
_ inordinate plot and forecaſt,for preferment and great- 
nes, For if he can once ſer our thoughts buſily on foor, for 
poataryag and contriving, with exceſſwe defbe, ambition 
and greedinefſe; fome honour, office, or high place; why 
then, farwell zeale ; farwellcaking part with Gods children; 
farwcllan voſhaken reſolution, in Randing for the honour, 
truth,and ſervite of God; and a Chriſtian courage in repro 
uing fins, For then we mult liue reſeruedly ; we muſt be con- 
tent to part with our libertie, and be depriued of our ſelues : 
We mult labour to fatiſie and accommodate our ſelues to 
the humours, plcaſures,and pafſions of men, In a word, our 
whole cariage muſt hold a neceflaric and cxat correſpon. 
dence with the men and meanes that are able to promote vs; 
for lo vncertaine and a are the reuolutions of mens 
fauours,that many times if a man but miſle, or miſtime one 


him 
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 blmoff, and vrterly caſhire hinyfrom his hopes & ends.Mof 
Wſerable and (eruile is theirlife, that thus forlake the ſhong 
tower of their faluation,and clafpe their hand of faith abour 
the arme of fleſh. For they do not onely bereaue themſelues | 
of that worthie freedome of ſpirit, which an honeſt Heathen 
would not exchange for his life : but alſo as they grow into 
* & habirof ſcruitude and baſe engagements vnto men; fo 
they grow intva flaucrie ynto linne, and bondage vntothe 
corruptions of the time : And the higher they rife into fauor 
with prophane greatnes aud policie, the deeper they finke 
into the miſeries of baſenes and flatterie, and the high diſ- 
pleaſure of almightie God: Andar length, if theyatcaine 
their ends, (for lometimes they dic in the tedious proſecu- 
tion ot ſome vndeſcrued dignitic)they double their diſcom- 
forrs, and encreaſe their account, For commonly where the 
p_ and purchaſe of any honour and prefermept hath: 
cenc baſe and indire&; there the diſcharge and cxecution 
is formall, vaineg!orious, and vnconſcionable, 

Thus you ſee a ſecond method of Satan, whereby he goes 
abour to kill the ſruits of faith; and to cauſe, if notan verer 
ceſſation , yet much weakenes and interruptions in the ope= 
rations of grace, 

Many moe ſuch depths, and proceedings hee hath in his 
tentations, AFfor example : 

Ifhe meet with notoriouſly wicked men; as Drunkards, 
Swearers, vncleane perſons andthe like ; he temprtsthem ta 
Atheiſme, a reprobate ſenſe, contempt of Gods worſhip 
and ſeruice,and tothe great offence, To defend their leaud 
and graceleſſc courſes ; to glorie in their finnes, and in their 
dexterity of making others drunke with the ſame iniquitie, 
He ſtickles & ſtrikes the bargaine berwixe them,and death 
and hell; and entersas it were bond for the performance of 
the coucnant,”Hee tempts them to ſcorning ; and bytheir 
ſcoffings and railings, in ſome ſort, to the deſpiting of the 
ſpirit of grace inthe childcen of light; which is a foule ligne 
efaifexred conſcience, and-a fearcfull preparative to finne 
2gainſtthe holy Gholt, Thele are Satans fandu _— 
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and chefforehe inſpires them with extraordinarie boldnes, 
+ and defperateneſſe in finning ; and teacheth them to marchs 
furiouſlic in variety of rebellious againſt the Maieſtie of 
heauen, s 

Iſhe meete with honeſt ciuill men, hcelabours to per= 
ſwade them, that iuſt and vpright dealing with their neigh= 
bours, good meanings and intentions in matters of religion, 
are the verie life of the ſeruice of God, anda ſufhcient way 
to heauen : And te conceive finne, and finceritic, to be no« 
thing elſe but morall vertues and vices; the power of lanCti- 
fication, to be nothing bur good education; the practiſe of 
godlinefle, tobe nothing butſober and honeſt hchaviour ; 
and the whole myſterie of Chriſtianity, to be onely a graue 
and ſtayed ciuilitie: And the much adoe about faithfull and 
conſcionable preaching, to bee onely the humor of ſdme 
odde fellowes, that would be accounted fingular and ſera- 
phicall, 

If he meete with formall hypocrites, who beſides immu. 
nitic from groſle finnes, and their ciuill honeſtie,are carefull 
and faſhionable in the outward duties of religion, yet ſhore 
of a ſound conuerhon; hee labours might and maine to ſet. 
tlein theman opinion, that the ſtate of regeneration is no- 
thing but vrecilcneſſe and puritaniſme; that ſauing ſincerity 
and a true praCtiſe of holines, is onely a tranſcendent /des, 
conſiſting in pure abfſtraftion, conceived in the irregular 
and ftirring heads of ſome buſie and pragmaticall fellowes, 
ſhadowed onely with a number of faire ſhewes and preten= 
ces,butreally exiſtent and aRed no where, And that they 
may more ſecurely and obſtinately reſt ypon thisperſuation, 
he furniſheth them with anotable art of miſconceiting and 
miſinterpreting the ations of grace, and of making, by 0- 
dious exaggerations, a little hole in the coate of a found 
Chriftian,as wide ashell, Hence it is that David is many 
times made fport with, and merrilie iefted ypon by them, 
with the falſe {coffers at their feaſts and bankers, and hath 
things laid to his charge, with much confidence,but with= 
outal peofiletenntia Cod thou knowelt,he neuer _ 
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Hence it is,that times thoſe ations, in which, for the 
eruth and rprightneſſcof his heacr, and the iuftneſſe and in- 
nocency of his cauſe;he dare appeale to the tribunal of God, 
the impartiall ſearcher of the inmoſt thoughts,and ſeuefe re- 
uenger of all falſhood; yerare racked by vile and baſe mif- 
conſtructions, and interpreted tobe the workes of darknes 
and deceit. And if they take a godly man but tripping in 
ſomeleſſcrerrorin his cariage, and that perhaps but forged 
in their owne wilfull miſconceit; they thence raiſe matter, 
not only of triumph and inſultation,bur which is much more 
fcareful,of chearing,applauding,and confirming themſclues 
in their preſent wretched ſtate, 

Bur ifSaran mecte with a man, that by the grace of God 
is already entred into the panges of his trauell in the new 
birth, and with ſorrow for his finnes is ſmitten downe into 
the place of dragons,and couered with the ſhadow of death; 
then he eagerly firiues to fiifflethe new = in ww wormbe ; 
and elenting.to his view the vgly viſage of his ma 
and on non reſſions, the crfeel = Law, and the 
wrath of God; which he yet makes more grizlicand fierce 
by his owne helliſh malice; toplunge him into the bottom- 
lefle gulfe of irrecouerable horrorand deſperation, But if by 
the mercies of God hee finke not, burberime lay hold vpon 
the wſtice of Chrift, and that boundlefſe compatſion, which 
neuer knew how tobreake the bruiſed reed, or quench the 
ſmoaking flaxe ; but holds a broken and contrite hearrfarre 
more pretious, then a ſacrifice of the beaſts ona thouſand 
mountaines, 214 then ten thouſand rivers of oile: why then 
he ſtands like a greatred Dragon in his way, at the very firſt 
entrance into the Kingdome of light, and profeſſion of hnce- 
ritie,and caſts our of his mouth flouds of perſecutions, vexa- 
tionsand oppoſitions; that ſo he may ouerwhelme and cruſh 


'him before he come toany growth orftrength in Chriſt,and 


a full comprehenfion of the myſterie of grace, Andto this 


.. end hee lets on foor, and fire tco,and whers with keene ra- 


zorsmany a leaud and prophane tongue,to [coffe, diſgrace 


and diſcourage him in his narrow, but bleſſed paſſage to im- 
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morrtalitie, by reproches, ſlanders, n of his for» 
mer life ; by odious names of ite, Singularift, Puri» 
rane, a fellow of irregular conſcience and ſtirring humour,of 
a factious and contradictions ſpirit,and ſuch like, Bur ifhee 
alfo paſſe theſe pikes,and theſe ſharpe ſwords, (for ſo David 


we; 


Is 


calles ſpirefull congues,) out of a confideraticn of that truth 
in Pax : Euery one rhat will [nee godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall (uffer . 


perſecution; and thatin: the calmelt time of the Church: a- 
mongſt many other, he ſhall be ſure atthe leaſt robee conti- 
nually ſcourged and vext with ſtrife of tongues: for eucric 
faithfull Chriſtian knowes by good experience, that ever 
now and then,as he ſhall flirre in a good cauſe, ſtand againſt 
the corruptions of the place nhentbeing with conſcience 
and faithfulneſfe diſcharge his calling ; hee ſhall preſentlie 
haue the ſpirit of prophaneneſle to flie in his face, with bru- 
tiſhandimplacable malice and inſolencie: Bur yer,l fay, if 
he be able with his Lord and Saujour to endure this a- 
king againſt of ſinners; and to eſteeme ix, as it is indeed, his 
crowne and comfort : why then Satan caſts about ano- 
ther way; and hee labours ſometimes to faſten vpon him 
fome vawarrantable opinions, thereby ſeandalouſly and vn- 


neceſſarliy ro diſquiet him, to defraud him of an entire . 


fruition of the comforts of holinefſe, and to hinder and in» 
tertupt him in the proſecution of his glorious ſeruice- of 
God, Sometimes to puffe himvp with a {clfe- conceit of his 
owner excellencic, ſeeing himſclte aduanced as farre aboue 
the common condition of men, and the richeſt and happieſt 
worldling, asheauen abowecarth, light aboue darkeneſle, 
endleſſchappineſſe aboue eternall miſeric : that fo, as the 
Apothecaries ointment by a dead flic, his good ations and 
ces, may receiue fiaine andinteQtion by privie 
pride : of the nature and remedies whereof I haue before 
diſcourſed, Theſe and many others be the temptations of a 
babein Chriſt,and firted to the infancie ofregeneration, 
Bur if Satan meet with a ſtrong man in Chit, he tempts 
him by thoſe two methods I told you of before, ſomtimes by 
waſting his zeale, ſometimes by weakening his faich,anda 
thouſand 
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thouſand moe, Amid which infinite varkeshn, By is for the 
mol? part conſtant in- one point of policy at is this: 
He ok his greateli fury, his bad aſſault ynto 
the laſt : He reſerves his fierieſt dart, his deadlieſt poiſon, his 

t ting, his Gunpouder-plot vntill he mecte vs on our 


deathſ. bed. Wherefore, beloved in Chriſt Icſus, wo had need I”, 


euery man tobe(trongly and ſoundly prepared and, armed 
; chat greatand laſtencounter with Satan; vpon which 
epends our cuerlaſting eſtate,cither inthe ivies of heaven, 
or paines of hell, Oh at thatday, (and welittle know how 
neere itis) itis not our deepe- reaches and vafathomd poli- 
cies andproie&ts, the coumenance and patronage of great 
ng; an merrie and pleſant companions,or the piura- 
itie of liuimgs and preferments, that can yeeld ys any com- 
fortor affiltance in that terrible and fearefull combat, Nay, 
though we now little thinke ypon it,all the worldly content- 
ments, that we haue either indiretly purchaſed, or vncon- 
fcionably imploid, he will then turne vnto- vs into Scorpi- 
ons,ftings and wormes of conſcience.. Onelyat that day a 
good conſcience will hold out as armour of proofezwhich,as 
it hath bin onearth a continuall ſeat, ſo thertit will bee vnto 
.vs a greatandeuerlaſting, /xbilee for euermore.. 
.- By thistime you caſtly perceive, and Iam very ſenſible of 
the digrcffion I haue made : but I have done it,onely ro giue 
you a taſte of that part of divine knowledge abour the 
depths of Satan, and fpirituall Rate of ſanctihed ſoules and 
afflited conſciences ; which Itake tobe Gods childs pecu- 
liar,and i which the formall hypocrite hath lictle skil or ex- 
erciſe,For the deepe and diuine ponderations of this nature, 
ypon theſe points, doe not much take vp or trouble his mind 
and meditations, Iris apretious knowledge, abſtracted by 
an holy expericnce fromthe praQtiſe. and actions of truc and 
ſound regeneration; andtherefort it is tranſcendent, rg bis 
mo! happie .nazuralt* capacitie, tothe depth obhis worldly 
wiſedome, and to the greateſt height ot his ſpeculations, 
though othe: wiſe neuer to 6 ads)» profound. 
Noi as concerniug other parts of divine knowjorgn nes 
| O | other. 
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other points of religion ; hee may be furniſhed with Rore of 
rare andexcellent tearning, 'in Fathers, Schoolemen, Com- 
mentaries,C6troucrfies;he may be endewed with ſurcletic in- 
—_— and defending che truth of God:yea, and in reſol- 


uing cafes of c6{cienceqoo, ſo far asa formal obſeruati6,and 
' Popiſh Doors can lead&him. For their reſolutions in that 
kind, are only bufie tcaſesincident totheir Antichri- 


ſtian Hierarchy, abour perplexitiesarifingour of their wil- 
worſhip and bloudy ſuperftition,and determinarion of ſome 
fo inthe Commandements, which may fall within 
the capacitie of an ynregenerate man: buttheir profeſhon,I 
meane the Papacie,cannot poſſibly reach vnto the heart of 
godlines, the myſteric of regeneration,and the ſauing pow- 
er of the life to come, Nay yet befides this, the formall hy- 
poctite may be made partaker of ſome degrees of the ſpirit 
of illumination,in vnderſtanding,and interpreting the book 
of God,for the good efhis Church and children. For1doube 
not, but rn 601 wen light of udgegent, that have little 
integritic of conſcience; andare inſpired with the ſpirit of 
illumination for the good of others,thathaue no part in the 
fpiriroffanQificationand ſound conuerſion for their owne 
kappineſle. Bur yet me thinks there may be conceived {offi 
differences bertivixt the child of God, zndthe formal hypo- 
crite, in the very ſpeculation and knowledge of Gods truth, 
andin apprehenſion of things diuine in the vnderſtanding: 
Which Itake tobe ſuch as theſe: 

Firſt,the light of divine knowledge in the formall hypo- 
erire,doth onely diſcharge his heames and brightnes'vpon 
others, bur never returnes 2nd reflet- on his owne ſoule to 
an exact diſcovcric ofthe darkeneſſe of his owne vnderſtan- 
ding,the diſordes of his affeQtions,the ſlumber of his conſci- 
'ence, , the deadnefle of his hrart : but cuery child of God is 
ever in ſome meaſure, both 1btningiand ſhining Lampe; 
heisboth illightned ant inflamed inwarely in hisowne'vn- 
derſtanCing,heartand affeRions,andalfo the brightneſle of 
his Chriſtian vertues, 2re enerdiſperſed and working vpon 
others. Wherefocuer hee lives, ſie tines asalight,amid 2 
navghtie 
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naughticandcrooked iofi, i» the fight and cenſure 


of Gud, the bleſſed Angels, and good men; though to the 
indgement of the world,and eye of prophaneneſle, his glo-= 
rious praces ever didand ever will appeare to bee nothin; 
bur darkenefſc and diſſembling, You may congciue this dit- 
ference thus: The ſun. beames, you know,are not onely caſt 
and ſhed into the inferior Ocbs and aire ; but are firſt rooted 
in the ſunne, and doe inwardly and vniucrſally fill with 
lighr that faire and glorious body. lc is otherwiſe in the 
moone : for howſoeuer ſhe receive light, for the cheering 
and comforting other bodies, yet ſhe remainegdarke with- 
in, and ia reſpc& of her (elfe, jt ſexues onely ro make her . 
ſpots more conſpicuous, Itis jult ſoin the point wee haue in ' 
hand : The light of diuine knowledge in the child of God, 
doth not onely ſhine vpon the ſoules of others for their in- 
firuction and refreſhing ; but doth firſt fully illuminate his 2 
owne, though not ro an excellencie of- degree ; for that is 
zxelerued Rm yet toa perfection of] parts, of which 
only our morralitic is capable, Butin the formall lypocrite, 
howſoeucr it may ſometimes difpcll ignorance and errors 
from che minds of others; yet within he is darkeneſle in the 
Abliract in reſpect of ſauing light, az is every vnregenerate 
man, Epheſ.5.8. And hislight of knowledge in reſpect of 
himſelfe, ſerues onely to make his finnes more foule and 
finfull, his damnation more iult, and himſclfe more incxcu- 
ſable, For he that kacwes brs maſters will, aud doth it not, ſhall 
be beaten with maxy ſtripes, 

Secondly, the knowledge of diuine myſteries in Gods 
child, is emertained and enioyed with a peculiar kind of 
{weernes; withan imprefſion of incomparable ioy andplea- 
ſure :Ir is, far {wecter vnto him then hony, and the bony 
combe: Hee hath more delightin it, then in all mannerof 
riches : It is more precious ynto him then gold, yea then 
much fine gold: It begers and fiirres in hin flagrant de- 
fires and affeftions correſpondent to igþretiouſneſic and ex- 
cellencie. But it is not ſo with the formall hypocrite; for bjs 
earthly:mindedn< fe, by which his affectionsace as it _ | 
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glued entothefaſhions'of the world ; if he were ſenſible of 
ir; would eellhim thatitis many times not ſo ſweete vnto 
him as hispleafures: His cloſe couetouſnes or other vncon- 
ſcionableves in his calling, if hisconſcience wereillightned 
weuld -informme hit}, thar many times it is vor fo-deare vnto 
him av9pold. 

+ -Thirdly, the child of God hath an humble and gratiovs 
reſolution,a ſweet and willing ſubmiſſhon ever mixt with 
his divine knowledge, of being maſtered, guided and go- 
uerned by ir; though againſt the violent bent of his owne 
inclination,and the current of the time but the formall hy- 
pocrice if he deale faithfully with his owne heart, may ſecle 
in himſelfe a ſecret ſubordination and ſubiection of his yn- 
derſtanding therein, to. his wealth, honours, and werldly 
preferments. 


os Fourthly,in apprehenhon of divine truth'in the formall 
"kypocrite, the power of naturall diſcourſe, and light of rea» 


ſon beares thechiefeſt ſway; and therefore hee ſtickes,as it 
were in the bone and barke, in generalities, and vncertain- 
ties : but in the child of God, the ſacred illuſtration of Gods 
ſpirit doth plentifully-concurre ;and therefore hee is able to 
price into and pierce the. marrow and pith of Gods holy 


fruth , the particular veines, and the ſauing ſenſe thereof, 


I come-nowtothe other habit,which the Apoſtle calleth 
une mtopens, ſpirituall prudence, by which the word 
and faith take no rootin-the ynderitauding of the formall 
hypocrite. ® 

This habit, I told you,isa fpirituall prudence,or a ſanQi- 
fed vnderftandingin the practica!! affaires ofthe ſoule ; by 
which a regenerate man is inabled, witha iudicious fince- 
ritic to deliberateand derermine in caſes of conſcience, in 
the — remations, in all ſtraires,ambiguiries and 


' diffculticsihcident to the conſideration. and cariage of a 


Ch:iiftian zand with fpirituall diſcretion to guide and con- 

euttail cheattions of grace, and cucry-particular, both in 

his geterall and ſpecialicalling, 

-- This witsdome;asI take it, is an) attendant ypon iuRifys 
wg 
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ing faith, and onely and inſeparablic annexed ynto ſaving 
_ and therefore the formall hypocrite, though I place 
imin the higheſt perfeRion,thar is atraineable in the ſtate 
of varegeneration, isytterly vncapable of it, and a meere 
ſtranger vnto it, as he is vnto the life of God, 
By this holy wiſedome, Daxid, Pſalm. 119. werſ.g9. is 
ſaidtobe wiſer then his aduerfaries; thatis, then Saw/, and 
all his politicke States-men, then his teachers, then the an- 
cient. If wiſedome were loſt, me thinks it ſhould bee found 
among(t Polititians, the Oracles of imperiall depthes and 
ſecrets of State ; the pillars of common- wealths and king- 
domes:among(t 5rofound Doctors and Rabbing;the fathers ' 
of knowledgeand learning : among the ancient, whoſe 
age is many times crowned with ripenefle of wdgement, 
with variety of cxperience and obſcruation. And yer by this 
ewe rwagre, ſpirituall prudence ( for the fame word is %# mim +He 
viedthere by the Septuagints, which the Apoſt'c hath Col, ©Ywwmc 
1.9.) Daw farre ſurmounted them all ; in reſpc& of which, ****+ 
the flower and quinteſſence of alltheir wits and poli- 
cies, was nothing but glorious follie ard profound fimpli- 
citie. Hence itisthat many a poore ſoule illiterate and neg- 
lected, proudly paſſed by, and many times trampled ypon 
with diſgrace and vexation, by worldly wiſemen; yer li- R 
uing vnder a conſtant and conſcionablc Miniſtrie, is inft- 
nitely more wiſe then the greateſt clerkes, and learnedeſt 
doCours, both in giving counſell and aduite in fpiriuall 
affaires, and in La their owne ſoules, 1n theſe 
ſtrangely prophane and deiperate daics, thorow the (tra: 
way to heauen, 
Hence then you may ſeea cleere difference, The formall 
hypocrite, ſo farre as naturall wit, goodnes of education, ci- 
will honeſty, morall diſcretion, politicke wiſedome can il- 
lighten and leade him, may manage his ations and aft ures 
with exacneſle and reputation, glorioufly and witzou exe 
ception inthe fight and judgement of the world. Nay, be- 
fides, ſometimes by an addition of ſome inferiour,an- more 


generall graces of Gods fpirit, hce inay fer ypon them tuch 
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an outward gliſtering, that they may dazlethe eyes of the 
beſt diſcerning ſpirit, and deceiue his owne heart with a 
falſe perſuaſion, that they are the true aftions of piety, and 
pleaſing ynto God, Bur over and aboue all theſe, (which is 
neuer tobe found in the vnregenerate ) there is in the yn- 
derſtanding of the child of God, a more excellent and ſu- 
rior vigor,that inſpires his ations with a _ and more 
—— nature, that breathes into them the life of grace, 
that guides them with truth and finglenes of heart, and fin- 
ceriticinallcircumſtances, to the glorieand acceptation of 
God, the comfort of his ewne conſcience, and good of his 
brethren, There isa farre clearer and brighter eye ſhining 
in the ſoule of cuery regenerate man, in reſpeA whereofthe 
fairettlights of all other knowledge and wiſedome are E- 
tian darkenefle, which doth euer faithfully deſcry and 
-'/ nova ynto him the ſtraite, though vnbeaten path toim- 
mortality, thorow all the paſſages and particulars of his 
life: Itreucales vnto him the wiſeſt and moſt conſcionable 
reſolution in all ſpirituall debatements; the belt and firteſt 
ſeaſons of _— finnes and winning ſoules ynto God; 
many obliquities of ations, iniquitie of many circumſtan- 
ces; the right vſes of his owne afflitions, diſgraces and ins ' 
firmities,which the formall hypocrite cannot poſſibly dif. 
cerne,becauſc he is ſtarke blind on this eye. 
- Amongſtinfinite, I will giue one inſtance of the gratious 
workings,and power of this diuine habit : 

Let vs imagine an cuill report or falſe ſlander tobce vn- 
iuftlyraiſed, and without ground vpon the formall hypo- 
crite, though it ſeldome befall ſuch ; for commonly pro. 
phane men are more countenanced, better conceiued and 
\ >a of by the greater part,and by great men, then they 

eſcrue. Yet ifit fo fall out; this or the like is his behaui- 
our : He perhaps proclajimesand protefts his cleerenefle in 
the caſe too ambitiouſly and impotently ; not with that hu- 
militie and fpirituall diſcretion : He pleaſeth and applau- 
-<deth himſelfe in his innocency, for this particular, boiſte. 
rouſly and with clamour, which perhaps ſecretly breeds a 
10re 
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more generall Phariſaicall ſelfe-conceir of the reſt of his 
waies: He angerly conteſts with the iniquitie, and ingrati- 
tude of the world, for caſting ſuch baſe indi nities and a{per. 
fions ypon goodnefle and yertue:He would gladly beare it 
outbrauely,and make others think that he paſſeth it withour 
wound or paſſion ; but indeed he inwardly chafes and frets 
and is much grieued and gauled with worldly ſorrow for irs 
the reaſon is, his reputation with men is dearer vnto him, 
then the glory of God; his chiefeſt good and comfort in this 
world,is the worlds good opinion of him, Butin all this, he 
is ſo farre from working any fpirituall good out of it,that he 
ratherentertaines a ſecret encouragement tobe that indeed, 
which the world cenſures him tobe,then for a bare conceald 
conſcience of his innocency, to debarre himſelfe of a full 
fruition of the preſent times, 

But let vs now on the other fide, conceiue a child of God 
to be wickedly and wrongfully ſlandered : for itis properly 
his lot and portion in this life, tobe leaden with 5 and 
lying cenſures,with vninſt and odious imputations ; ſome- 
times to haue many grieuous things,and fearefull abomina- 
tions fathered vpon him, without al ſenſe, honeſtic or proba- 
bilitie, which he neuer did, he never knew, And ifonce ill 
reports raiſed falſlie ypon the godly be on wing, they flic as 
ſwift as the Eagles ofthe heauens. Diuels are Peedie Dro- 
medaries to carrie ſuch newes: They preſently paſſe thorow 
Tauernes and Ale-houſes, Citie and Countrie,Gath and AC 
calon ; they run farre and wide,as currant and authenticall, 
ynder the Broad-ſeale of good fellowſhip,neuer more to be 
controlled and reuerſt, yntill the marter be brought before 
that high and cuerlaſting Iudge. But marke, I pray you,the 
carriage of Gods child in thels caſes : he doth indeed ſweet- 
ly and comfortably enioy the conſciouſneſle of his owne vp- 
rightneſſe ; though his aduerſaries bee neuer fo potent, or 
cunning to threape him down, yet yntil he die,as /ob ſpeaks, 
he will not take away his innocencie from himſelfe, When 
the ſharpe and empoiſoned arrowes of bitter malice and ca- 
lumniations come thickeſt ypon him, cucn with haile _ 
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his truly noble, and diuinely reſolved ſoule, is infinitly fatis- 
fied with that in [ob : Behold no\v, my witneſſe i in the —_— 
aud my records on high. Yethe doth labortoclearc himſe!fe 
ſo farre,as the honour of God, the ſatisfaRtion of the godly, 
and danger ofiuſt ſcandall require, 

But the gracious conſiderations and holy praQtiſe, which 
in theſe affliftions of his good name, fpirituall prudence 
principallic miniſters and ſuggeſts ynto him, are ſuch as 
thele: 

Firſt, he conſiders, that howſoeuer he be innocent from 
the ſlander,yerthe finger of God is in it,as it was in direCt- 
ing the dogged malice of curſed Shemei,vp6 the roial perion 
of Danrid;& therfore he gathers,that the Lord would there. 
by giue him notice,that ſome other things in him are amiſle: 
That ſome ſecret corruption, by which his bleſſed Spirit is 
grieued,is to be ſubdued and mortified;y ſome a istobe 
repaired;{ome of his waics tobe amended : perhaps his lan- 
guiſhing zeale is ro be reuiued and inflamedzhis heart much 
duld with the contagious prophaneneſſe, and formalitic of 
the times is to be quickned,and more —_ for Gods ſer- 
uice;repentance and humiliation for ſome former finne, not 
thorowly repented of, or in part reſumed,is tobe renewed, 
Perhaps the Lord hath thereby an holy purpoſe toreueale 
ynto him, the omiſſion of ſome duties in his calling,or ſome 
ſmaller faults, yet ſcandalous, whereof before he wasnot 
ſenſible. Oc it may be,to prevent ſome fhinne to come, either 
that with which he is falfly charged, or ſome orher,to which 
his fraile nature is more inclining. Or laftly,by this experi- 
ence to prepare him with courage, and furniſh him with 
wiſdome, to comfort others in the like caſe, or to glorifie his 
name by patience in ſome more publicke andnotorious dife 
grace K, | pun ro bee indured in this kind, Hereupon 
the child of God doth preſently make a privie ſcarchinto his 
ſoule,doth narrowly fift the ſtate of his conſcience,and after 
due and impartiall examination, feclingly and fairkfully ad- 
dreſſe himiclftoprayer,prattiſe of theſe couliderations, and 
reformation of what he finds amiſle, 
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A Di{conr! Irne Happime Oc 


Secondly, this outward croſſe ypon his good name by 
falſe ſurmi b and ſuſpicions,makes him retire into himlſelfe, 
and more fruitfully and cheerefully to enjoy all his inward 
'comforts,his hope and delight in —_ Sr the aſſu- 
rance that his name is written in the booke of life ; which 
no malice of men, or policie of hell is ever able to blot our, 
Itmakes him with more feruent and gicedy attention to li- 
ſen for the trumpet of that laſt and fearefull Cay,more long- 
ingly and with fixed cies, to wait for the Lord Iefus in 
the cloudes; who,as he will puniſh all prophane Oppolites 
$0 holinefle with cuerlaſting perdition from the pretence of 
the Lord,and from the gloryof his power : ſo vndoubcedly, 
with the brightneſle of his comming, hee will then atthe 
furcheſt, before men and Angels bring torth his righteouſ 
nefle as the light,and his iudgement as the nooneday, 

Thirdly, by the mercies of God, for any ſuch wretched 
and lying flander,he isnot ſo caſt downe with worldly for- 
row ; he doth not ſofarre gratifie Satan and malicious men, 
as to joyne hands with them forthe affliting of his owne 
ſoule,with needlefſe diſcomforts, or diſcouraging himſelfe 
in hiscalling : but rather he raiſeth matter of comfort,encou- 
ragement,and reioycing. For thereby he is made more like, 
and conformable to his head Chriſt Ieſus ; who endured the 
croſſe,and ſuch ſpeaking againſt of ſinzers,and deſpiſed the ſhame 
for the toy that was ſet before him. Hee hath thereby more 
waight and degrees added to his bleſſedneſſe,more maſſines, 
and brightneſle to his crowne of immortalitic:Bleſſedare ye, 

faith Chri-t, when men renile you, and ſay all manner of enill 4- 

gainit you for my ſake falſlie; reiozce and be glad, for great us your 
reward in heauen, And therfore in deſpite of malice and fal- 
ſl.o0d, he runnes on ijoyfully in hisrace; and having the at- 
teftation ofa cleare conſcience, the acclamations of Saints 
and Angel:, hec little cares for the barking of dogs bythe 
way,bur {olluwes hard towards the marke for the price of 
the high calli»g of God in Chriſt Icfus, 

Such 48 thele are the thoughts and behaniour, ſpiritual 
wile: uc acquaints the child of God with ; when his good 
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name is wronged,8 wounded with {landers & falſe reports, 

I conclude the whole point : The knowledge and praQti- 
call wiſdome about heauenly matters in the Prmatth On 
crite,are dull,cold,plodding,formall, ſerviceable,and ſubor. 
dinate tohis worldly happinefſe, His knowledge is ww«ne 
vie yniown, a forme of knoWledge : Rom,2.20, His praQtiſe is 
paipqreoic ivoueine, @ forme of godlineſſe : 2. Tim.3.5. All is forme 
and outwardnefſle : they are not deeply and ſoundly rooted 
in them by ſanRiifying grace; nor inwardly inſpired with ſu- 
pernaturall and fpirituall fe, But divine knowledge inthe 
child of God,js called,the Spirit of revelation, Ephefl, r. 17. 
hispraRicall wiſdome is fpirituall,Coloſ.1.9. that is, quick, 
aQiue,feruent, zealous, ſtirring ; not into irregularities and 
exorbitancies,as worldly wiſdom many times miſconftrues, 
but againſt the corruptions of the times,and working out of 
all actions, occaſions and occurrents, euen out of miſeries, 
flanders and infirmities, ſome glory ynto God, ſome good 
ynto his children, ſome comfort ynto his owne ſoule. 

Inow proceed to tell you, that the word of God is not 
rooted in the conſcience of the formall hypocrite, which is 
the hearerreſembled ynto the ſtony ground, 

The whole and entire worke of conſcience, as you well 
know, out of the Schooles, confiſteth in a praQticall ſyllo- 
giſine : The propoſition ariſeth out of the vs, an habir 
of praQicall principles, and y_ fountaines of our aQti- 
ons, The aſſumption isproperlic omeilneng, conſcientia,an aftu- 
all application of our knowledge tothis, or that particular 
aQ or obic, Whence followes the immediate,and neceſſa- 
ric iſſue and office of conſcience : to teſtifie,in reſpeR of 
things fimplie done, or not done: In reſpe&t of things to 
bee done, either to-excite and encourage, or to reftraine 
and bridle: In reſpeQ of things done well, or wickedly,to 
excuſe and comfort, or accuſe and terrifie, For example : 
The ewniprri, which is as it were a treaſurie of rules and 
leſſons for direQtion in our ations, propoſeth the iniquitie 
ofa lie cuen our of nature.eAriftorle condemnes it,Eth.4.7. 
«x7 ain? 8 wi 4p 4rid Gr, gain terre; A lic is Rarke my 
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and diſcommendable. The ſounder Schoolemen demon- 
ſtrate cuerylie,though itbe officious, & for a greater good, 
tobe againſt nature, and indiſpenſable. Natures purpoſe is 
fruſtrated, and her law tranſgreſt when ſpeech and words, 
which ſhe intends to be euer the true ny of the con= 
ceits and apprehenſions of the mind, are abuſed to falſhood 
and equiuocation, But this praRicall principle of not lying, 
howſocuer itbe cleere innature, yet itreceiues further illu« 
ſtration from the booke of God, Therefore the propoſition 
maybe thus framed : 

uery liar ſhall be baniſhed from the holy mountaine of 
the Lord:Pſalm.1 5. and ſhall be barred out of the new Ie- 
ruſalem for euermore:Renel.22.15. 

The conſcience of the liar doth aſſume and tell him ; Bue 
I haue thus and thus lied for aduantage, and greater good: 
Then it followes: 

Therefore I muſt be baniſhed fromthe holy mountaine 
of the Lord, and barred out of the new Ieruſalem for cuer- 
more. A concluſion of condemnation and terror. 

Such is the arguing of conſcience for things paſt: But thus 
it wotketh about thingstobe done : lag 7 

Letvsimagine a man to deliberate with himſelfe whe- 
ther he ſhould be Non-refident or no.His habit of praQticall 
—_—_— he will deale faithfully with his owne ſoule, el- 
pecially by the helpe of the h Cafiſts,may yeeld him 
matter enough out of nature againſt Non-refidencie, as 
might cahilie appeare, if the point were incident. Bur fith 
the caſe is cleere, Ezech,z3, he may thus frame his praticall 
yllogiſme: 

The Non-refident muſt anſivere for the blood of thoſe 
foules, which by his vnconſcionable and ynwarrantable ab- 
ſence,& negligence in his charge have periſhed inthgir fins. 

Burt ſich I know not how ſoone I ſhall come to iudge- 
ment, my poore ſoule ſhall not appeare before my bleſſed 
Saviour, red with the blood of thoſe ſoules, for which his 
precious blood was ſhed, 


Therefore I will not be Non-reſident, You ſee -_ are- 
aint 


2 


ftraint from Non-reſidencie, that bloodie gangrene, that 
with remorſcleſſe greedines cates and deuoures the pretious 
ſoules ofmen. 

This ſhort explication of the nature of conſcience thus 
premiſed, you may eaſily conceive with mee thus muck; 
that 

Accordingly as the praticall vnderſtanding of a man is 
fyrniſhed with principles and rules for guiding his aCtions, 
according to the nature of them, and ſoueraignty they hold 
inthe conſcience,ſuch and thereafter commonly is his life 
and actions, 

I except the groſle hypocrite ; for hee finneth againſt the 
knowledge ofhis heart,and light of his conſcience : There- 
fore the Fund of feare is already in his cares; and in his 
proſperitie the deſtroyer ſhall come vpon him, Hee belee- 
ueth not to returne out of darkenefle, for he fecth the ſword 
before him. Afflition and anguiſh ſhall make him afraid : 
They ſhall preuaile againſt him as a king ready to the barrel, 
God ſhall run ypon him, euen ypon hisnecke; and againſt 
the moſt thicke part of his ſhield : becauſe hee hath couered 
his face with falſhood,and inwrapped himſelfe in a cloud of 
hypocrihe. 

The point then muſt bee exemplified in other ſorts of 
men. 

Firſt, the notorious finner, by reaſon of his delightfull 
conuerfing with the wicked, and cuſtome inthe workes of 
darkeneſſe; doth obſcure,ſmother, and in ſome meaſure ex- 
tinguiſh in his conſcience, not onely the light of ſuperna- 
turall truth, but of nature too : Therefore hee runnes head- 
long without reſtraint or bridle,into deſperate villanies and 
outragionsrebellions. Hedrawes in finne with cartropes, 
and worketh all maner of ynclcanenefle with greedineſſe: 
He us bound with his finnet,andconrred with iniquitiF,a1a field 
& hedgedin \vith buſhes,and the vath therof conered with thorns, 
whereby no man may trauell, It is ſhnt vp, and is appointed to be 
delimered by fire. | 


Sccondly, The Papift he entertaines and treaſures yp for 
his 


—_— 
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his praticall principles, the bloodic Dictates of the Pope 
of Rome, that man of ſinne,and vicegerent of Satan ; which 
are ſo farre from receiving firength or warrant, either from 
nature,or divine truth, that they hold firong contradition 
and erernall oppolution to both : and therefore his conſci- 
ence is enlarged like Topher, For it can without ſcruple, or 
remorſe, nay, with hope of heauen, and a brighter crowne 
of glory, digeſt euen the facred blood of kings, and ſwal- 
low downe with caſe the ruines and defolations of whole 
kingdomes, He can mericoriouſly butcher his brother in the 
fireers with prodigious cruelty, as in that horrible maſſacre 
at Pares, He can bee diſpenſed with, and diſcharged from 
oaths, and truth of ſpeech , the neceflaric and foueraigne 
inſtruments of all iuftice and fociery amongſt men. He may 
expe canonization for blowing vp of Parliaments, and 
tearing in peeces the royall limbes ofthe Lords Anoynted, 
and the ſtrong finewes of the worthieſt State vader heauen : 
and after faile rowardsthe Popiſh Paradiſe, which is in- 
deed the pit of hell, thorow a ſea of innocent blood, with- 
out any checke or counterblaft of conſcience, 

Thirdly, the cinill honeſt man hath his* conſcience in- 3 
farmed with rules of naturall honeſty, and generall notions = : _ 
of right and wrong, and therewith contents himſelfe. And — - 
therefore he frames himſelfe with ſober cariage, fairecon- habic of pradti- 
ditions, iuft and vpright dealing towards men, fo CIT cal principles 
well ſpoken of,and reputed eworlda i neighbour, *3 rigen, 
a ſober wiſe man, of win Ara op ho Sake PR ne 
peaceable man :and theſe are excellent, if nox ſevered, but c,1jech 0s. 
ſerviceable to trne pictic,and ſaving knowledge. Peace is 2 entia, pedagogus 
pretious thing, ifit may bee purchaſed and poſſeſt without anime /eciarns: 
impeach and preiudice toholinefſe and a good confeithee, 4 ure - 
Follow peace with all men,and holineſſt, without which wo man |, —— 
ſoall ſee the Lord. Peace and holineſſe muſt goet ev : If ;nielled7us noftris 
otherwile, it isan holy peace to bee at watte with the cor- lerom. owa- 
jons of the time : and co be at peace with linne,is to war 9% 
againſt God and his owne ſoulc. But the meerely civill ho- 
aclt man, by his practicall principles, is led no further, bue 
| Q_ 


to 
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to the executions of morall honeſtie ; as for inftru&ion in 
heauenly myſteries and divine — hee dorh nor 
much meddle with, care for, or ſeeke after; but onelyfor 
companie and faſhion. 

Fourthly, the formall hypocrite, befides the direQion of 
naturall light ip his conſcience, doth intereflc and acquaint 
himſelfe with praQticall principles ont of ſupernaturall 
truths and the word of God, for the performance of religi- 
ous dutiesand ſeruices; but hee puts them in pratife with 
referuation, with his owne exceptionsand limitations : Hee 
is onely ſo farre guided bythem in his life and converſati- 
on, as they are comperihil; with his worldly —_— : And 
therefore in the time of perſecution, as it is inthe parable, 
hee falleth away, Burt by perſecution you muſt vnderfiand, 
not onely the fierie triall and ſtriving vnto blood ; but alſo 
inferiour and not ſo ſmarting afflitions and tentations; as it 
 tscleere if we compare the ; Euangeliſts in their narra- 
tion of the parable, Iris many times, diſgraces, and contu- 
melies for his profeſſion, diſpleaſure and diſcountenance of 
great Ones, the hazarding of ſomeprofit and preferment, 
the loſe of friends, and fauour: of the world or the like, 
that makes him ſlinkeand yeeld, and deſperately to caſt 
himſeclfe into the current of the times, there to ſwimme with 
others for a while, with full ſaile of outward proſperitie, vn- 
till he drowne himſelfe in perdition,and fincks ſuddenly in- 
to the gulfe of endlefſe woc and miſerie. Hence it is that 
Mar. 13.21. he is called rene Temporizer: Hee is nov 
thorow,ſound,refolute,and true-hearted for godlines, good 
cauſes;and to good men, For many times, when the honour 
of God isput as it were in the one ſcale of the balance, and 
his owne contentment in the other ; he ſuffers ſome world. 
ly profit or pleaſure, the pnn__ or fatisfaRtion of ſome 
great man; the. purchaſe of ſome Fellowſhip, Benefice, or 
{pirituall dignitie,(for ſometimes it proues psas deere 
asa purchaſe ) the greedie defire, and it of ſome yn- 
deferued office or honour ; the enioyment of prophane 


company, or coherence with worldly wiſe hi 
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ſure of ſome ſecret and ſweet finne,or ſuch like; I fay,he ſuF- 
fers theſe to weigh downe the exceeding waight of heauen- 
ly blifſe,the ynualuable treaſure of a good conſcience, and 
the infinic glory of God, Which is ſtrangely miſerable ; fith 
allthe worth, wiſdome,power, excellencie, and whatſocuer 
other happineſle of man,al the higheſt,an« greateſt treaſures 
and glory rnder the Sunne, without the feare and favour of 
God, if they were putin the waights with vanitie, vanitie 
woutd waigh them all downe. So thought David,Pſal. 62. 

The children of men are vanitie, the chieſe men are lies: 19 lay ww2The og« 


"oat | tie is ly menztboſs Þ » 
them upon a balance, they are altogether lighter then vanitio it = _ 


ſelfe. | 
Laſtly,the child of God, beſides the better and more ſpe- —_— 
ciall apprehenfions of nature, ftores his conſcience, his trea- 3 
ſurie of praQticall principles, with many ſacred and fauing 
leflons and rules out of heauenlic truth and Gods holie + 
word ; but ſo,that in his practiſe of them, he ttandsnot ypon 
termes of pleaſure,profit or preferiments ; but doth whollie 
and entirely __ vp himſelfe in obedience, and humilitie 
to be guided and gouerned by them, withoutreſtrition or 
cuaſon,in his thoughts, affeQtions ard ations, thorow the 
whole courſe ofthis life. Therefore, Luke 8. 15. the hearer 
_— vnto the good ground, (which is the child of God, 
to whom in al my Diſcourſe I oppoſe the {tony grownd, which 
I call the formall hypocrite)is ſaid to be of an hone#F and good 
beart : that is, downe-right for godlinefſe and good men, 
without hollowneſfle, faintheartedneſle, or linking, Hee 
makes Chriftianitie as it were his trade,he ſweates and toiles 
in it,as the end for which he was creaxed, and placed in this 
world: And as he receiues the word of God into his honeſt 
and good heart;ſo there he treaſures it vp,and keeps itfaith- 
fully. The word in the original,is wwwenn. He keeps it though 
ithe with much difficulic, ftrugling and. colluRtation with 
his @wne corruptions,the temptations of Satan, and vanities 
of che world ; who cunninglie conſpire and labour ieyntlie 
toplucke it vp, and wreſt it from him: avd he brings foorth 
Jrwite with parrence.He yeelds no ground, though he _— 
Qua | . 


Rom.$.3.4 5- 
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a Lion in the way,ora Tyrant in-the face. In the day oftrial 
and encountring with dangers and vngodly oppoſtions, he 
ſhrinkes not but (tands faſt, and ſuffers himlelfe rather to be 
ouerflowne,then to be carried downe the ftreame of the fin= 
ſull faſhions and wicked waies of the world, He knowes 
full well, howſocuer he goes now on his way weeping, yer 
he caries precious ſecd; and therefore the time will come 
ſhortly,that he ſhall doubtlefle come againe with ioy, and 
bring his ſheaues with him, Crofles, diſgraces and tribula- 
tions may begetinthe formall hypocrite, fainting and deſfe- 
Ction ; but in Gods child they bring foorth patience, expe-= 
ricnce,hope and reſolution. Euer when he enters conſulta- 
tion with himſelfe, whether God muftbe obaicd and glori- 
fied, or man plcaſed and fatisfied; he is quickly refolucd our 
of that in Liai,q1,1 2. 7, even /,am he, that comfort you, Who 


rt thon,that thou ſhonldeſt feare a mortallman,aud the [onne of 


man,which ſhallbee made as graſſe? eAnd forgetteft the Lord 
thy maker that bath ſpread out the heanens,and laid the found- 
tions of the earth ? He conſiders the heauje iudgement de. 
termined,and reſcrued for all fearefull men,al ſpirituall cow. 
ards,and faint-hearced in the Chriſtian warfare ; who more 
feare met then God,and for their fauour and countenance, 
part with the proteCtion of the Almightie, and the comforts 
of a good conſcience : They ſhall be puniſhed with wabelee- 
wers,with the abominable, with murtherers, and whoremengers, 
with idelaterr,and herr,im the Lake nhich burneth with fire and 
brim/tone,ahich is the ſecond death : Revel,21.8. 

You may now cleerely conceiue the point I haue in hand; 
how the word of Godasnotrooted in the conſcience of the 
formall hypocrite. The ordinarie intelligencersto his con« 
ſcience are examples, cuſtome, opinion, worldly wiſdome, 
common preiudice againſt a ftrict courſe of ſanRihication ; 
precedencie and practiſe of greater men, for true goodnefle, 
many times overprized, and mifualued by rhe worlds flatte< 
ring cenſure; the common naturall norions of right and 
wrong, Bur if ypon ſome extraordinarie good motzon, by 
guidance of divigerales, he. ſometimes croſſe the current of 

| | the 


—— 
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like a morning cloud,and as the morning dew, For as ſoone 
as his feruour in religiousaffaires, and furtherance of good 


things doth once by the fury of hell, crueltie of prophane, 


men,malice of the world,;enkindleand ttirre vp againft him, 


I fay not onely a fierie triall,but cuen ſome ſmarting heate of 


leſſer perſecution, lome railing and landerous tongue, which 
{chorches like coales of Juniper, adi ſconkeir and dereliction 
in hisfriends and old acquaintance,ditgrace with the world, 
diſcounmtenance of Greatnefſe, vnlikelihood of rifing and 
preferment ; if it once raiſe againſt him Rormes of icalouhiees, 
enuics and moleftations ; why, then he is gone, heflinks and 
ſtares afhde l1ke a broken bovy, All his former good motions, 
purpolcs and endeauours melt as thewinter ice;znd gor a- 
way ike the morning dew,. For the formail hypocrite ever 
when he fecles diſturbance jn his preſent fecuritie, int - 
tion of his former conmentments, hazard of his nnpord? $5. 
licitie, he begius-flrongly to ſuſpeA himlelfe of too much 
forwardneſſe,of vnſcaſonable and prepoſterous zcale, of di- 
ſtemper,and indiſcretion in marters of religion; and therfore 
giues backe, and falles away into his former ploddin 

courſe of formalitie ; and that perhaps without any chech 
of conſcience : but if any ſcruples, and celuQation ariſe in 
his heart, out of his worldly wiſdome,he interprets this yeel- 
ding to the times to be but an ordinarie and pardonable in- 
firmitie ; and cherfore notwithſtanding flatters and deceiues 
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the times, enter a profeſſion of finceritie, and ſome corre- 
ſpondence with Gods children,it is but fora fpirt, an eflay, 


% 


hignſelfe with hope of heauen, which is a ftrong barre to 


keepe him out of the Rate of grace, and vaacquainted with 
the glorious comforts of ſound and ſaving fraceritie, 


Burthe ſacred light of Gods holy truth, is habituated and ' 


incorporated into the conſcience of Gods child, and is the 
onely and conſtant rule and ſquare, by which, with all humi- 
licie, vprightneſle of hearr,a free,entire ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience vnto it,he frames al his thoughts, affeFions and aRti- 
ons. And in thislight, he walkes with a fertled conſtancie 


and grounded reſolution, thorow pouertie and oppreſſion, 
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contumelies and contempt, flanders and indignities, good 
report or ill report, For he hath his cic ſtill faltned vpon e- 
ternitie,he hath the crowne of glory alreadie in fight, the in- 
eftimablepretiouſneſle andeverlaſting beautie whereof,ra- 
viſheth and poſſeſſeth his truly free and great heart with 
ſuch longing and feruencie, that hee is at a point with all 
that is ik Sunne;that he doth not only contemne,pa- 
tiently endure,and yanquiſh al aſperities and difficulties; bur 
euen with teioycing entertaine and embrace (if the tyranny 
of the times ſo require) the vtmoſt, that malice and crueltie 
can inflict vpon him. There is no othet conſideration or crea- 
ture, cither in hcauen orearth, can ſeparate him from the 
loue of God in Chriſt Ieſus,or from his glorious feruice in al 
good conſcience, 

And as the word of God is planted and rootedin the con- 
ſcience of Gods child, for his direftion and conſtancic in the 
wajes of godlineſſe ;lois it alſo there faftned for his forbea- 
rance of innes; by theſe three properties, whichare not to 
be found in the formall hypocrite: 

Remorſe for linnes paſt, by which he is ſaued from relap- 
ſes and backſlidings. 

A preſent ſenſfibleneſle of al manner of finnes, whereby his 
preſent integritic and vnblameablenes, is happily preſerved. 

An habitualltendernefle, by which he is armedand fen- 
ced againſt the corruptiors of the time, ynconſcionable 
courſes, and commiſſhon of finnes to come. . 

In remorſe for fins paſt, l compriſe a more ful knowledge, 
an vniuerſall revelation of his finves, by the light of Gods \ 
word,and power of his ſpirit : and that both in exren/ion and 
mtenſion,both in numberand gricuouſaeſle : a ſenſe and fee- 
ling of them'intheir true waight, as they are able to finke 
him downe into the bottom of hell. Much ſorrow and an» 

uiſh, for the ſtaine and guiltineſle they haue left behind 
them,and for that they prouoke toiuſt wrath,ſo lowing and 
gratiousa God, And laſtly, a loathing of them, ſothat hee 
never caſts his eies backe ypon them, _ with an addition, 


.afancw and particular detcſtation. He never enters medi» 
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tation of the foule & hainous paſſages of his formec life, but 
with ſhame and horror, Euery ſolemne review of his time of 
darknes and varegeneration, makes the wound of his re» 
morſe to bleed afreſh. 

Byſeuſiblenes Ivpderftand a quicke and preſent appre- 
henfen and feeling of every fin, whether it bee publicke or 
priuate, open or ſecret, in our felues or othery, as well in our 
thoughts and affeCtions,as in our words ahd/aftions, in our 
_ or particular calling, more groſſe and infamous,or 

ipsand ftumblings,ſcandals,and appearances of euill, 

Habitualltendernes is a gracious temper & difpoſition of 
the conſcience, wherby it is apt tobe gauled & ſmart, at the 
firſtenterview with the iniquities of the time; and at euery 
occurrence of corruptions and all ynconſcionable attemprs, 

Theſe properties of tenderneſſe,aprnefle to fmart, cafics 
to bleed # the apprehenſion and approch of finne, are pecu- 
liar toa conſcience'illightened, ſanRifed; and: purged'by 
the blood of Chriſt; neuer incident to the beſt naturall con- 
ſcience,or furniſhed with the choyleſt nctionsandperfeRi- 
ons of ciuilt honeſty and: formalitie : for theſe are neuer fo - 
ſtraite laced, but can let downe at the leaſt without diſtaſte 
or checke,common finnes, leſſer cuils, the gainefull and ho- 
nourable errors and obliquities of the time, 

Hence it is that all prophane and vnregenerate men,wan- 
ting the curbe of a ſober aad fanctified conſcience, haue' e- 
uer infinite aduantage, for getting the ftart and preceden« 
cie, in compaſſing the onathes, glory, and preferments of 
the world: For they,when the atchicuemenr of any honour , 
happinefle or high place is on SR withthe , 
ordinarie informers, and counſellers of their conſcience,cu- 
tome, example, multitude, worldly wiſedome; the fway of 
the times and ſuch like : but with the wordof God and ' 
godly Chriftians,onely fo farre as they doe not crofle their 
ends, and contradict thoſe plots and contriuances which 
they haue laid for their aduancement vnto high roomes. 
And thus they may paſſe with re#ſonable quietnes, withour- 
grudging or gricuing of a conſcience ſo ar" * : 
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a thouſand corruptions and indireRions, baſeneſſe, flat- 
terics, ſinfull engagements, vnwarrantable courles. Any 
of which,if it ſhould meete with a conſcience once ſoundly 
frighted with horrour of former ſinnes, ſoftned aad fancti- 
fied by the bloud of the Lambe,would not onely rubbe off 
the skin and gaule it,but make ic bleed ro death, But world- 
ly men are atapoint, they muſt and will enioy the v-orld ; 
for here they haue their portion and heauen. They eſteeme 
iecheir greateſt _— to bee admired and adored aboue 
others ; and therefore venture ypon whatſocuer vnlawfull 
and indireCt procurements, which may bring them to high 
places :rather then they will be defeated and diſappointed 
in the purſuit of worldly happinefle, they will thorow,whe- 
ther it be thicke or thinne, right or wrong, force or fraud, 
Raine of reputation, or wound of conſcience; Simonie or 
flatterie, friend or foe all is one : though in the meane time 
they ſtrike their owne poore ſoules thorow with many ſor- 
rowes;though when they are mott glorious in their owne 
conceir,& in the cic of the world;ia the juſt cenſure of God, 
Angels,and ſound Chrittiansthey be molt vile & cont 

tible : and indeedin this ſeeming ſun-ſhine of woridlyproſ- 
peritie, they treaſure 'p vnto themſclues firange feares and 
altoniſhmenes, ſnares,fire and brimſtone, and formic tem- 
peſts againftcheir latterend, | 

- Itisotherwife with Gods child in ſuch affaires : He til 
takes counſell and direQtionat the oracle of God; with Cor- 
ne/tar reſolution, to heare or forbeare whatſoeuer is there 
commanded or forbidden; and fo followes the comforts of 
this world onely fo farre as it will giue him leave, warran 
and affiſtance, But ifhe beta enter any corruptcourſe, or to 
paſſe thorow any vniuſtifiable meanes, forthe atrainement 
of his purpoſe and prefermem; there preſently comesinto 
his mind ſuch confiderations as thefe : Hee conceiues with 
himſelfe, chat the paſſage imo any place of office, orhonour 
by corruption,iscuer atrended with the curſe of God ; and 
ſo notrue comfqre tobe expeedin the enjoyment andexe- 
curion : That the reſtleſle , and proud fpirit of ambi- 
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tion, euer haunts and poſſefſes men of leatt worth, and wort 
conſcience : That he which truely fearesGod never defires 
helghe of place forthe glory or gaine ; bur onely with a ſo4 
ber indifferencie, thither enclines and caties his affections 
and hopes, and that with zrembling at the waightineſſe of 
the charge, where it pleaſeth diuine prouidence by honeſt 
and lawtull meanesto plant or tranſplant him,” forthe im+ 
ployment of his talent; and where hee may molt glorifie 
God, benefitthe Church, and keepe a good conſcithce. He 


thinkes vpon the vanitic and miſerie of all things we enjoy 


ortly make vatotlie Lord, and Iudge of all the world; of 
clength of that etecnity,thorow all which is vnauoidably 
to-be: cadured an everlaſting eftare, eitherin the ioyes of 
hceauen, or paines of hell, Out of fach thoughts as theſe 
fprings his truely noble & Chriftian reſolution; that he had 
rather want prefcerment while the world fands, and end his 
daies ina retired and innocent ob(curitic, then by cafting 
himſclfe intorhe!' common faſhions and correptions of the 
world, forfeit the fruirand comfort ofhis former integrity, 
wound his. conſcience, and fſerue the rime : That he is farre 


My i this world; of that firit and great account hee muſt very 


more willing to endure any afflition or diſgrace with Gods . 


children, then to enioy the pleatures of fin, and glory of the 
world for a ſeaſon. | 

I now comein the third place , to tell you that the word 
of Cod is notrooted in the thoughts of the formall hypo4 
crite ; which is the hearer reſembled ynto the ſtonie ground; 
and thenceriſeth a very notable and molt ſpeciall difference 
betwixt him and the child of Ged, truely poſſeſt of the glo- 
rious ſtate of Grace, | 

And I beſeech you marke mee in this point, For the 
thoughts of aman doefarre more cleerely, and impartially 
diſtinguiſh the power of ſanRtification from the fate of 
fi ity, then words, actions, and all outrwardnefle of ca- 
riage. For in theſe many times is much cunning and en- 
forcement,artificiall and fained behaviours ; counterfeit and 
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are liable tothe lawes of men, open and obuiout to the eye 
andiudgement of all; and therefore feare of puniſhment, 
reproch,and baſe reputation,ſhame, & ſpeech of the world, 
hope of reward and rifing ; deſire of maintaining a good 
opinion for honelty and religivn; of holding ſome gainſull 
coherence with Gods children ;are of great power to re- 
ſtraine them, and to keepe them within good compaſle and 
moderation, So that a mans words and actions, may be faire, 
ingeouous, and honourable ; whoſe thoughts are baſe, pro- 
phane and abominable, But thoughts are the free, immedi. 
axe and inviſible productions of the heart, neuer taken with-= 
in the walke of humane iuſtice, by their naturall ſecrecie ex- 
empred from mans molt priuie ſearch, and all executions of 
State, Their aberrations are onely cenſurable by the ſearch 
er of all hearts ; no eyepries into theſe ſecrety ; butthat 
which isten thouſand times brighter then the Sunne : And 
therefore millions of thoughts, many thouſand formes 
of imagination ſpring continually out of the harts of men, - 
which without feare or maske, without reſtraint or refer. 
uation doe yndiſſemblingly reſemble and repreſent the 
true ſtate and diſpoſition of the heart: So that from them we 
may be euer ſure to take infallible notice, whether the heart 
as yet onely worke naturally, in framing them, in it owne 
—_ _ and feeding thern with conſent and delight; 
ore he and guided bya fi aturall , to 
compoſe hop nally to Fu light of Gods wood, and 
holy motions of his ſanQtifying ſpirit, | 
tvs then conſider what Go roote the word of God 
doth take, and whacr ſpeciall ſoueraignty it doth exerciſe in 
the thoughts of a ſanctified man ; whereby hee is cleerely 
differenced from all Rates of ynregeneration ; cuen that 
of formall hypocrifie, which I place in a degree aboue civill 
honeſty, andin the higheſt perfeion acraimable by an yn- 
regenerate man, We will then for our con - 
ceive thele differences betwixt the child of God, and the 
formall hypocrite in this point of thoughts. | 
Fuſt,jnreſpect of their nature,ſorms,& maner of working, 
Streames 
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Screames doe reſemble and expreſſe the nature and pro- 
pertie of thoſe fountaines whence they ſpring : fo ordins- 
rily, thoughts and imaginations follovw the and 
conſtitution of the heart, wherein they are moulded. I fay, 
ordinarily; for as wee doe nc paſſe our iudgements of the 
depth of a river,or quality ofthe water, when by ſuddenneſle 
of inundation,or incurſion of neighbor brooks,it is growne 


\into a torrent,and becomne muddie for a while : ſo neither 


are we to cenſure, or take meaſure of our thoughts by ſome 
yncouth motions,and extraordinarie flicrings, we ſomtimes 
feele in them, bur according to the ordinarie current,and ge- 
nerall ſway,they commonly hold and exerciſe in our hearts, 
For ſometimes, cuen the vnregenerate may haue good pur- 
_ and inclinations towards finceritie, carneft longings 

or the happinefle of the Saints, and the heauenlineſle of their 
latter end; ſome flaſhes of cemfort and perſwaſion, though 
from falſe grounds, that the ſpirituall hate of their ſoule is 
ſafe and found: bur fuch thoughts as theſe in ſuch men,ſpend 
their life in their birth;as rhey rife, fo they glide and paſſe 2- 
way withour all fruit, rue comfort, or profit to their owne 
ſowles. On the otherfide,the calmnefſe and ſerenitie of fan- 
Qiified thoughts in a good Chriſtian,may ſometimes be fou- 
ly diſquieted and interrupred, either by forne fudden ervupti- 
on of the relikes of our owne finfull nature, by violent nus- 
fion of ſame enticing obieQ from abroad, or bythe malici- 
ous,and — inietions of Satan, Burt = fach 
thoughts as eagaint the general and ſcented pur-= 
poſe of Gods child; hee welt knowes, our of his fpiritnall 
wiſdom and holy experience, how torepell and bridle them, 
howtorepent of them, and przy againſt them, how to bee 
humbled, and bertered by them, in ſerring a ſtronger guard, 
and more narrow watch otter his heart for afterward, left he 
be rnawares furpgized the ſecond tiruc, 

Sith therefore the heart of a notorions ſinner is hardnefſe 
it ſelfe; for beſides naturall obduration,ir is yer further, and 
more fearefully hardned by a defperate extingviſhment of 
thee lefler fparkes of a generall inclination —— 
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bya long cuſtome in a difſolute courſe, by the contagious 
company of leaud and graceleſſe companions, by the curſe of 
God vpon bis wilfull continuance infinne; therefore I fay, 
his thoughts are all continually, and reſoluedly finne, and 

Figh and horrible degree : Wickedneflc hath ſo en- 
woouen it {elfe into his heart, that within he is very corrup- 
tion. And whereas amongſt all other comforts of life,ſleepe 
doth molt ſweetly feed and refreſh nature ; yer the humour” 
of finning is farre more naturall ynto him, and more domi- 
nant in hisaffetions,then deſire of ſleep, For he caxnor ſleepe, 
except hee bath done eill; and hu ſleepe dnahonage hes 
cauſe ſome to fall, He imagineth miſchiefe vpon hu bed: Pal, 
36.4. When he is cacompaſſed with the feares and darknes- 
of the night,an image and repreſentation of his __ and 
of the horror of that great day; when his mind is retired 
from worldly affaires,the noiſe and tumult of men;when ir is 
moſt atiue, powerfull, and fitted for diuine contemplation ; 
even then are his thoughts as blacke as hell, and deepeſt in 
the works of darkenefle; then is he plotting and contriuing 
miſchicfe: How to compaſle his pleaſures,and accompli 
the luſts ofhis heart, where to crowne himſelfe with freſh 
Roſe-buds;by what meanes to ſet forward thetrade of drun- 
kenneſlc,and toenlarge the number of Satans revellers, that 
with more contentment and companie he mayleaue ſome 
tokens of his pleaſures and waggering in every place : how 
to ſupplant hjsbrother, oppreſle his —— and 
diſgrace Gods ſeruants; indeed how to abſolute: 
villaine vpon earth, and the fouleſt fiend in hell. 

Youſee what are the thoughts of the- notarious finners 
obdurate heart,which is as full ofhardneſſe,as the Moone of 
light; and therefore inforced, as ic were,to emprie and dif. 
charge it ſelfe of ſome onines,by trans{uling an iron finew 
into the necke, and a braſen brow-/intothe face; Neither 
indgement nor imercie will bend andencline himto grace: 
no admonition or miniſtery of the word, wil make himblufh 
at his open and profeſt impietic : So that his heart doth nor 
onely greedily entertaine, what leaudnefſe doth —_— 
| | ring 
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4 ſpring from corruption of nature,andis ſuggeſted by others; 
bui being paſt all ſenſe, both of ſhame and linne, | Tome. 
one of the duels new inuentours, and ſers the thoughes bu. 
fily on work for the deuice of firange villanies and miſchiefs, 
and for addition of new formes;faſhions, and circumſtances 
of ſfinning. 

No better are the thoughts of the grofſe hypocrite, ano» 3 
ther kind of finner, bur fully as foule and abominable. For if 
we could look into his heart,though his outward life be or. 

»  dered{moorhlyandciuilly; yet we ſhould fee within abloo. 

FL 7 dy ſlaughter-houſe of malice,crueltieand reuenge,an hateful 
ſtewes ofimpure imaginatious and adulteries of the heart, a 

) forge of much miſchiete,of furious and frerie rage againſt the 
power of grace, an inſatiable gulfe of greedie defires for 

wealth and riches, for vndeſerued reſpect and reverence in 
the world; indeed a cage ofall yncleane and rauenous birds, 
Here is only the differece; the notorious ſinner dares at and 
execute the abominations of his hart in the ſight of the Sun : 
but the groſle hypocrite would gladly finne vnſeene, and go 
to hell with as little noiſe and notice of the world as may be; 

- and therefore he drawes a curtaine of coſenage and hypo- 
crifie betwixt the fight of the world and fouleneſſe was. 
finne. In the hearts of eFbab and lezebel was nothing bur *$i28%27. 
blood and murder,couctouſnefſe, opprefſion, and mercilefle 
encloſure; onely vpon the vgly viſages of theſe foule fiends, 
they pur a vizard ofa faſt, formall witneſſes,and legall pro- 
ceeding.. The ordinarie thoughts-then of the grofle hypo- 
crite are the ſame, as vile and helliſh, asthoſe of thenotori- 
ous ſinner, Nay he doubles hisiniquitie, and addes waight 
w the vengeance preparing for him; in that he firaines the + 
ytmoſt veine of his wit,and ſounds the depth ofhis damne@ 
| ——— them with faire pretences, and colourable 

ifts, asthey paſſe and preſent themſelues vntothe world irr 
words and actions, and in that he laboursto ſeeme a Sainr, 
while he is in truth an incarnat diue!l, 

But the thoughts of the for:nall hypocrite; for with him T 3 


am ſpecially to deale,(Ihaue onely added in this point, the 
R 3 . noto- 
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notorious ſinner, and grofſe hypocrite, for further diſtinAi- 
en and illuftration)I F his thoughts, as they come certain- 
ly ſhort of erue ſanRiification, fo oy are ſarre better then 
theſe now mentioned. For we ſuppoſe his heart to be ſeaſo- 
ned with gaodnefle of nature and Hoill honefty,to have ta- 
ſed of the generall graces of Gods ſpirit,and in ſore fort of 
the powers of the world to come;and therefore his thoughts 
are more faire, ingenuous, ſober and moderate, then thoſe 
foule and hateful ones of the notorious finner,and _ wa 4 
pocrite. His heart will riſe, and be affrighted with ſuggeſti- 
ous of infamous conſequence and markeable horror;as thoſe 
of Atheiſme,Crueltie, Drunkennefſe, Adulterie, Herefie and 
ſuch like : but notwithſtanding, becauſe it isnot foftned and 
anAified by ſpeciall grace, without much ſcruple or conſci- 
ence,it will let the imaginations looſe to much idlenefle and 
vanitie,to many ſruitlefle conceits, impertinencies and pro- 
phane wandrings; but eſpecially into the endlefſemaze of 
worldly cares & carthlymindednes .For he doth in ſome ſart 
in his practiſc approne and iuftifie that wicked and peftilene 
proverb: T7 honghts are free.They are free indeed, in reſpet of 
obnoxiouſnes to bumane ivſtice, in reſpeR of difcoueric and 
danger fromany creature; bur the cie and vengeance of hea- 
ven takes firftand fpeciall notice of thern, and holds them 
puniſhable, as the Page and chiefeplorters of al tranſ- 
reſſions, Words and aCtionsare as it were ſinnes at ſecond 
,the very firſt life and fretheſt vigour of all ill is rame< 
diately received,andinfpired into the thoughts, Hence itis, 
that Peter aduiſeth Suwon CALagay, to pray God, if it wore poſ= 
ſible, that the theught of bic heart ove By dome Ar as 
though therelay & greateſt guilt,and deepeſt Raine before 
God, By the way before paſſeto the thoughts of Gods 
child,ohterye one ſpeciall marke of difference in this point, 
berwixt the true Chriſtian, and formall hypocrite. The for- 
mall hypocrite doth ever harbour and maintaine in himfelfe, 
one ſweet pleafing boſome finne or other,as volupeuouſney, 
worldliveſſe, a greedy purſuit of temporalt felicitie, an ex- 
ceſbuedeſre of greatnefſie, and note in the world, an oppoli- 
tion 
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tion to finceritie,a delight in good ſellowſhip,or ſome ſuch 
like carnall contentment or ſecret ſwine : on which his mind 
moſt runs ; whereupon the beſt and the flower, the fervency 
anddearenes of his thoughts are ſpent. Gods word, honor, 
and ſeruice, checkes of conſcience, motions of the ſpirir, 
miniftrie of the word, admonition of friends, faluation of 
ſoule, by an vnreaſonable and inconſequent diſcourſe of his 
ſenſuall reaſon,are all made ſubordinate and ſeruiceable to 
this Idoll: To which with much delight he daily facrificerh 
the nobleſt and immediate workes and iffues of his ſoule, 
As for the ſtate of his conſcience, fpirituall affaires, care of 
heaven, that One neceſſarie thing ; theſe things take vp his 
thoughts but at reverſhon, by ſtarts, by accident; and when 
they come into the heart, their entertainement is very cold 
nd ficange, their abode ſhort; and while they Nay,they are 
apprehended and enioyed with much wearineflſe and weak- 
neſſe. I conceiue this tobe the reaſon : Hee hath a full caſte 
and preſent fecling ofthe pleaſures of his ſweet finne ; hee 
hath ſenfible _ certaine poſſcſſhon of worldly content= 
ments, but no reall and ſound sfſurance by ſauing faith, and 
his forfaking all ſinne , of the jioyes and comforts aboue z 
and therefore doth greedily follow and feed vpon the pre- 
ſent, with conſent of his erring judgement, delight of hearr, 
the beſt of his affeions, and moſt of his thoughts. And as 
for hereafter, fith he is conſcious to himſelfe, of an honeſt 
civil Jife, of a ſober formall cariage inthe affaires of religi- 
on, and that he is not infamous with any notorioufneſle in 
the world, but as good as the beſt,a few preciſe fellowes of 
purer ſtraine onely excepted, whoſe pretence and'profeſſi- 
on of extraordinary ſanQity,is nothing (in his conceit ) but 
humour and hypocrife; he therefore, 1 ſay,for hereafter, re- 
ferres him(clfe at all aduencures vntothe mercy of God,and 
to the lot and condition of many thouſands whichare in the 
ſame caſe and fate with himfelfe. Bur it is otherwife with 
Gods child : For by the power of ſanQtifying grace, as hee 
hath alſo mortified all other : ſo ſpecially he hath broke the 
very heart of the ſweerte fine of his ynregeneration, And at 
| TY 
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inabeſieged citie, where the geateſt and moſt dangerous 
breach is made, there the inhabirants concurre with chiefeſt 
care, and higheſt reſolution, to fortifie aHd make refiltance: 
even ſo.fith he knowes and feeles, that before his calling 
his delighrfull and darling finne moſt fearefully waſted his 
ſoule, and wounded his conſcience, hee makes ſure to im- 
ploy his thoughts with ſpeciall edge and indignation, to 
countermine, preuent, reſiſt, abominate and abandoy all 
thought of that finne : And now by the grace of God, firh 
the hearr,the fountaine,is purged and ſanctified, the fireame 
and heate of their intention and delight is caricd another 
way. For he hath found thatrich and ineſtimable Tredfore 
in the Goſpell; andtherfore he ſels all that he hath; heparts 
with euery pleaſure ; he caſts our of his conceit whatſoeuet 
hath beene formerly deare and preticus vnto him, and lets 
all his thoughts, with looſe raines, greateſt ioyfulneſle and 
ofteneſt mediration run after it, and ſweetly refreſh theim- 
ſclues with the glory and comfort of it. If a man ypon the 
way ſhould find ſome pretieus orientpearle,hardly could he 
keepe his eyes from gazing vpon it;his exceſſe of toy would 

, rafly, command and confine bs fight to ſorarc and hopefull 

an obie, yntill hee meet with ſome skilfull Lapidare, or 
come where hee might thorowly bee acquainted with the 
worth, and fully enioy the wealth of it, Euen ſo,aftera man 

by the illightened eye of his ſoule, andthe hand of ſauing 
faith, once ſeaze and lay ſure hold vpon the pearle of great 
price, the graces of Gods ſpirit and erernall life, rhe heart is 
preſently fo filled with loue and admiration, that for euer 
after it ſpends the moſt, the deareſt, andthe nobleſt thoughts 
ypon it: andthey once ſeton foot, are fo cheered and raui- 
ſhed with the heauenly beautic thereof, that they follow 
with continuall increaſe of feruencie and longing, vntilf 
they come ynto.the clecre viſtion and full poſſeſſion of it, at 

= right hand of Cod,ia the cndleſle ioyes of the wortd a- 

oue, 
The thoughts then of a true Chriſtian are of a-farre more 
hcauenly temper, divine nature,and higher firaine, then'the 
largeſt 
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heart of the beft te man, canor doth poſ- 
omni Theformallby it may haue his Log 
worthily bufiedin _ of deepeh learning, in the myſte- 
ries of State, & affairesof kingdomes,in the beſt and high. 
eſt conſiderations which nature,art, moralitie, or policy can 
afford;nay, he may ſometimesentertaineinto his thoughts 
with ioy, the promiſes of grace, the happineſſe of the Saints, O 
the ioyes of heauen and the like ; though theſe haue never 
any root or long reſidence if him, But that the word of 
ace ſhould ſo emplant it ſelfe into the inner man, that the 
thoughts ſhould neuer be ſo well or welcome to the heart, 
as whenthey are _— in the great myſterie of godlines, * 
and withan holy wiſedome plotting for the inlargement 
of Chriſts glorious kingdome in himtelfe and others : That 
it ſhould make all other diſcourſes of the mind ſubordinate 
and contributarie to ſuch heauenly meditations; and to this 
end ſet bounds and limits to the millions of imaginations 
that daily ariſe, and ere&tan holy regiment amongit them; 
I fay,thisis the ſpeciall prerogaciue of a fanctified man, For 
he alone, becauſe ofhis ruth, ſincerity and vprightneſſe in 
the inner parts, makes conſcience of idle, vaine, and wan- 
dring thoughts, ( of which the formall hypocrite, cither 
takes nonotice atall, or notmuchro heart.) Hee is as much 
caltdowne,vext and grieued with their diſorder and exor- 
bitancie , as with the errors and infirmities of his words 
and actions ; and therefore eftabliſheth as ic were a gratious 
gouernment amongſt them,to keepe out confuſion, idlenes, 
and rebellion. He confines them toa reverent and feeling 
meditation vpon Gods word and workes, to a care of con- 
ſcionable managing the affaires ofhis calling ; onely ſome- 
times, but ſparingly with many cautions, exceptions, and 
ſeaſonablenes, letting themour to honeſt recreations, What- 
ſdeuer thought is wandring without this compaſſe or with 
in it vnfincere,is ſinful : ſo that if he take any ſtragling,with- 
outtheſe limits,any enticers to vanities andimpertinencies, 
any obtruders and difturbers of ſo happie inward peace; 
he preſently apprehends them, by the watchfull eye of his 
S ſpiricuall 
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firituall wiſedome; examines them by the lawof Cod, ar. 
raignes them inthe confiſtorie of an illightened conſcience, 
and ſo cuts them off in time by the power of grace, and 
ſword of the ſpirit; that is, by oppoſing againſt them at the 
firltriſing in the heart, by preſcut repentance, prayer, and 
after-watchfulneſſe; he bleſſedly rids himſelfe of the miſe. 
ries, and diſtraction of prophane and troubleſome thoughts, 
That this is no /d-4, I now propoſe vnto you ; howſocuer it 
ſo be to euery vnregenerate man, and ſo when hee hearesir 
he conceiues of it; for little knowes hee whatadoe euery 
child of God hath with his thoughts; I ſay that this is no 
Idea, or idle abſtraction, appeares pregnantly and plenti- 
fully in D.au/ds praQtife ; who for all the ſtrong enticements, 
ordinarilie incident to the pleaſures of a Court, and natu- 
rall libertie of Princes, although the cares and waighr of a 
kingdome lay vpon him, and that his Royall innocencie 
was till haunted and affailed with ſuch indignities and vex- 
ations, which might almoſt haue ſwayed the bleſſed and 
quiet thoughts of a glorious Angell to diſtraftion and dif- 
contentment ; yet forall this the law of God did ſtill prin- 
cipally take vp his heart,and that day and »ight. Gods word 
and workes, his ſtatutes and judgements, wept meate and 
drinke vnto his mind, and his meditation continually, as is 
more then plaine in many places of the 119. Pſalm. Oh,faith 
heinthe 13, portion, how lone | thy law ! it is my meditation 
continually, So vnexpreſlcable here was his pang of holy 
loue vnto Gods law, that hee prefixeth a particle of zeale, 
and extraordinarie paſſion ; Oh, faith hee: And where the 
heart hath once truely and fixedly ſer it loue, there all the 
thoughts feaſt themſelues with deareſt apprehenfions, and 
with greateſt impatiencie of all other imployment. This is 
the verie caſe then of all. Gods feruants, they meditate on 
the word of God moſt contentedly and continually,becailſe 
they loue itfarre before and aboue all earthly things; and 
lo dearely doe they loue it; becauſe in it with fpeciall ſecu- 
rity are conueied ynto themall therich treaſures of mercy, 
remiſſion of fianes,ſpicituall comfort, and eternall life, and 
particu- 


particularly ſealed voto them by vhatfipiric of the ſame word! 
Salomen confirmes this worthisfxſafttle of his Father, by his 
celtimony,Prou.1 2.5.The rhowghts of the init are right judges 
went,or in/tice ; tor lo the word __— inthe Originall;b«t 
the ſurtle denices of the wicked are deceit, The thoughts of all 
ynregenerate men are commonly, cither n_— in the 
carth,or drowned in pleaſures, or running after preterment, 
or ranging vp and downe idly and prophanely, or fruitleſlie 
melancholike; or if ſometimes they glance, or ſettle them- 
ſelues vpon good things,they are (till as a menſtruous clout, 
and abomination to the Lord : becauſe their conſciences 
are not renewed, their hearts purged, thcir perſons ſanCtificed 
and accepted. But the thoughts of cuecry child of God are 
ordinarily working, for the maintenance and furthering of 
Gods glory and good cauſes, for procuring true good to 
their brethren, eſpecially in ſpirituall chings, for increaſing 
grace in themſclues, and their ſtore of comfort againſtthe 
day of triall. Andif fo be (which ſometimes befals the beſt) 
they be croſt by fhaful motions in themſclues, or ſuggeſtions 
of Satan, yer by their ſurprizing, and ſuppreſſing them at the 
very firſt riſing and aſſault, and by preſent repentance,they 
are vndoubredly euer pardoned vnta them in Chriſt Ieſus, 
Giue me leaue, I pray you, to illtfirate this varictic and 
difference of thoughts, which I haiienow largely laid downe 
vnto. you; in our ſelues,for the neerer preſſing of our conſci- 
ences,and thatin the matter of EleQions., 
.; Let vs imagine a notorious finner to haue a voice and 
hand in ſuch buſweſſe? His very! firſt thoughts would bee 
46. /haue no thought at all of:Oath: qr Statute, of 'conſci- 
ence or honeſtic, of:-honour of his Colledge, or good of 
the Church; but would refoluc out of the prophane prin- 
Ciples of his yaſt conſcience, and by the benefit of a large 
acception of charitie, to bee indifferent for all commers. 
Oaly.jn; his-gþolcty hee would have am cie'to the maine, 
thatthe ſtage,of good-fellowſhip ſhould take no diſparage- 
ment or diminution; and therefore he would moſt cazeful- 
ly caſt about with himfelfe by all meanes,to defeate and pre- 
went the purpoles,and to ſtoppe the paſſage eſpecially of all 
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Puritanes. You muſt ktitvwhy the way,thattheſe area very 
dangerous kind ofme to blow yp whole Houſes, by 
their too fierie zeale againſt idlenefſe, drunkenneſle, other 
ſhamefull corruptions, cloſe and politike cariages of man 

*The world is Totten and vnconſcionable cauſes and the like,For by * Puri- 
comerothat tanesin this place,[ oaly vnderſtand them,(for euen ſuch are 
wreiched = ſobranded)who make conſcience of ſtudie, and religious c- 
pro ducation of Schollexys, who are readie cuer, and reſolute to 
mnt, vphold goodneſle ina Houſe,though they be cruſh, diſgra- 
that cuen ho» cedand diſoffic'd;who out of a gracious and ingenuoustree- 
neſticand dom of Spirit,wil be their owne men in EleQtions, and other 
lancibcation, Collegiateſeruices;and not ſuffer their conſciencesto be led 
or nee bran. ho0d-winkt to ſerue othenmens humours and private ends; 
ded byte Who chuſe rathcrin anegleRted ſtate, ſweetly roenioy the 
nick-name of continuall feaſt and tuall paradiſe of a fincere heart, 

- Puritanilme. trueand inward ——— ſocictic of Gods ſeruants, then 
for many times full dearely bought fauoursand offices,to en- 

thrall and violence both their iudgementsand affeRions, to 

live reſeruedly, vnder a maske,and at a haires breadth for all 

occaſions and obſeruances, ſo wearing our alittle miſerable 

time in a glorious and countenanced {lauery: Ina word, who 

of the ewo would rather faue their ſcules,then proſper in the 

world. Now'(fuch feHlowes as theſe,thinks he with himſelfe, 

which ſeeme, as it were, 'byn hypocriticall Monopoly, to 

_ - roft all _— ores and good conſcience, 

mu ept out;ori ne dyſaſter, the in am6gſt 

v5,be curbd and kept vader,elſe ſhal not —_ fn and domi- 

neere, Hereuponall the labour. of his wit, and toile of his 

thoughts would bee;-tophnra thorne, where a vine ſhould 

grow, and to: burden theſe facred and honourable Man- 

fons, deſigned onely for gracious and golden wits, with 

leaden drones,. and ſwarmes of worthlefſe and witlefle 

creatures, . LIES 4 i Þ- 7 SS Uilallo I 113543397 

. Secondly,:the thoughes of the grofſe-hypoctite in/ this 
waightie bufinefſe ofEleQtions,would bee as vrrerly void of 

all conſcionable,and ingenuous confiderations,as the noto- 

rious fingers, Firft,he would commune with his own coue- 

tous heart, (for commonly worldlinefle is the malter _— 
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the grofſe hypocrite, therefore I follow the thoughts ri 

thence) he would within himſelfe caſt a greedy and oy 
nous eie ypon the condition of all the competitours for the 
place,and at length conclude,and be ſure to ſeaze vypon that 
_— his learning or honeſtie be what it would, where in 
all likelihood he might make the richeſt pray,and ſucke out 
the greateſt aduantage : Either purchaſe a great friend, 
ſtrengthen his faction, gratific his fauourites, recciue a pre= 
ſent bribe, orelle, which isaſecrer, but a finfull policie, by 
weighing circumſtances, marking infinuations,and former 
cariages, expect the largeſt after gratification,cloſe and in- 
dire conſiderations,and the moſt liberal New- yeeres gifts, 
(for in them cerrainely ſomerimeslurkes corruption.) Theſe 
things thus thought vpon,there followes now in him,anad- 
dition to the iniquitie of the notorious ſinner, He is not 
content to be thus (tarke naught, but he muſt double his fin 
by ſeeming good; iris not enough for himto be thus cur- 
ſedly peſtilentto the place where he liues, but hee mult en- 
large the miſchiefe,by putting on a vizard of piety: He ther« 


x fore ina ſecond place would beate his braines, how he might 


yarniſh over this villany,with moſt probable and faireſt pre= 
tences. The bribe nw come in vpon other ena Os 
ther circumſtances, then the groſſeneſle of that vile finne is 
wont to be conuaied; hee thinkes how he may deale openly, 
and in the cie of the world with men, withourall ſufpition, 
while the matter is carried vnderhand by furtle, mediate, 
and moſt exerciſde Agents inthe goodly affaires of abomi. 
nable corruption. Laſtly,he is much troubled in mind, how 
for all this he may continue a good opinion with = men, 
and giuefatisfation to thoſe, whom he deceiues by his ſee, 
ming : but by much praQtiſe he makes this reaſonable cafie z 
for politicke hypocriſie hath ſomany faces, turningsand e- 
uaſions,that it can too eaſily infinuate with, and fatisfic yn- 
ſuſpicious, innocent and charitable finceritie, Heecantell 
them of ſome depths in the myfterie of gouernment, which 
euery preciſe ynderling cannot comprehend; that ſome li- 
berticand diſpenſation mult be giuen to ſtarute-diſcretion, * 

S 3 againſt 
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againſtthebace lerter,and triA meaning of the ſtature;that 
wee liue not in Plaroes common-wealth, or Aores Emropra, 
butin corrupt times, in the very confluence of all the fins of 
former ages; and therfore ir is vtterly impoſſible co keepe a 
mans ſelte ſo paſſingly pure from ll ſpice of contagion; that 
ſomething mult needs be yeelded to the times, elle there is 
no liuing,atleaſt no proſpering in the world, Thus the grofle 
hypocrite is cuer asthoughtfull for outwardplaiſtering, as 
ſecret plotting, 

Thirdly,let vs conceiue what would bee the inward dif- 
coutſe and workings of the heartin the formall hypocrite, 
abour diſpoſing his voice in Elections. His thoughts 1 theſe 
caſes perhaps, would not be extremely baſe,nor groſly wick- 
ed: itmay be he would be able to cleare cuen his conſcience 
and inmoſtconceit; much more to waſh his hands fromthe 
hatefull and crying finne of downe-right briberic. This hor- 
riblenes is onely fornotorious fnners,and grofle hypocrites, 
Nay,out of ſome ſudden pang of higheſt reſolution, that in- 
genuouſnefle of nature,or morall honeſtie can produce, he 
might rake heart ro anſwer and withſtand the ſuires —_— 
portunitie of Greatneſle and great meanes : only with this 
reſcruation,ſo that his preſent happines be not therby main- 
ly hazarded,nor hope of his future prefermene certainely cur 
off, For we muſt {till hold chis principle concerning the for. 
mall hypocrite;if hee bee brought ro a iumpe, hee will euer 
make cuen Gods holy word, conſcience,religion,defires and 
intreaties of godly men, ,andall gs yeeld and Roope to the 
worldly comforts hee preſently enioies, but vponl as faire 
termes,and with as plauhble conuciance as may be. It may 
be,he will be gaod in many things,and outwardly in all; bur 
ſay the Prophets what they will, he muſt into the houſe of 
Rimmon, God muſt be mercifull vato him in one thing or 0+ 
ther: heis ſhort of the (tate of grace,and by conſequent, hath 
no ſound andreall aflurance of heauen above ; and therefare 
he will haue ſome ſweernefſein the meane time, he wil inioy 
ſome ſhadow atleaſt of one heauen or other vpon earth. So 
thatif we ſuppoſe ſuch an one,to take a view in his —_—_ 
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of al that ſtand for aplace,he would reſolue for goodnesand 
honeſty,ſo far as the ſecurity &fſafety of his maine content= 
ments would giue him leaue,ſo far as the light of reaſon,and 
glimmerings of generall graces were able to leade him : but 
becauſe he is ſtill roo reſpeCiue of his own particular, wants 
the etc of ſpiritual diſcretion, & ſuffers his conſcience tobe 
cooled,and countermanded byworldly wiſedome; he may 1 
grant by conſtraint occaſionally or by accident, conſent and 
concur ypon the worthieſt; but ordinarily,for meere loue of 
religiouineſſe, hee doth notmake within his owne heart,a 
free, vnpaſſonate , imparrtiall, ſincere and conſcioaable 
choice, For let him otherwile bee neucr ſo wiſe or honeſt, 
yet he isa meere ſtranger to the mylteric of godlines, veter= 

1y vnapprehenhue of the hngular and ſupernaturall opera- 
tions ah life of grace; and therefore cannot diſcernebe- 
twixt reſolute fincerity, and true turbulencie : whereupon 
it may often come to paſſe,thatby a promiſcuous confulton 
of theſe two molt different ſpirits, he may ſo much as in him 
lies,repell farre the beſt, to the vnſatisfhable wrong of the 
partic,and the vnualuable lofle of the Houſe which ſhould 
enioy him, There is onepoint further in deliberations of 
this nature, in which hee would iumpe with the notorious 
finner: In aduifing with himſelfe for a fit man, if by the way 
his thoughts ſhould be croſſed, with a man of knowne,pro- 
feſſed, and practiſed forwardnefle in religion; hee would 
paſſe him ouer with contempt and indignation ; for thus 
would he thinke with himſelte : If ſuch a fellow come in a- 
mony vs, we ſhall have all moulded anew after the ſtrict 
modell of his irregular conſcience ; wee ſhould be troubled 
with new tricks and erections,for the encreaſement of ſtudy 
and reformation of manners; he would bee (til tanfling and 
ftriving for an Ideall and abftractiue purity in EleCtions,and 
other affaircs of the Colledge,ſo that our former quietneſle 
and peace would be much diſfycetned with his tartneſle, 
and too much preciſcneſſs, Thus would he bee as hote and 
heady againſt the powerof grace, as the notorious ſinner. 

For though there bee many different degrees of ilneſſe, of 

vnrege- 
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ynregenerate men; ſomeare farre more ſober, tolerable, 
and moderate then others, = all commonly agree in this 
that they are bitter and imp 

fion and pratiſe of ſound and m_—_ 


acable Oppoſites to the profeſ« 
Drntta Gods faith= 

full Ones ever were, and eucr will bee Signes and Wonders 

* 2121 beet in eucnin Iſrael: Iſa. 8.18. Monſters wnto the* great men of 
rerpretarivel 1þ,. arld, as Danid was, Pſalm. 71.7. A ſcorne, reproch, and 
amy oats deriſion to thens that are round about them: Pſalm,79.4. They 
reddidis Cat. ſhall cuerbe accounted men of an odde faſhion, and fingu- 
POR lar cariage from other men, 1/4. 2, 15, preciſe, humorous, 
hypocriticall and the like, Miſtake me not; Iapologize not 

for any voawarrantable opinion _— to Separation; it is 

onely ſanCtification, true and vndiſſembled holineſſe,with- 
out which none ſhall cuer ſee = face of God, or glory of 

heduen, which I ſtand for, and” intend inall my Diſcourſe. 

Butby the way let mee m— this, in this generall and 
loynt-conſpiracic of all kinds of naturall men, againſtthe 
fpirituall Nate of true Chriſtians, and the ſoueraignty of 

ods ſanRifying ſpirit in them ; the meere ciuill honeſt 

man,and formall hypocrite,as I take it,are tranſported with 

more fierceneſle and rage againſt them, then the groſſe hy. 

rite, and notorious ſinner. This I take to be thereaſon; 

The roſſe hypocrite hee fins againſt the light of his owne 

conſcience, and with the certaine knowledge of his heart; 

and therefore doth not much enuie and grudge the righte- 

- ous man hisexcellencie aboue his neighbour,and faluation 

of his ſoule : The notorious finner in his more ſober mood, 

and coldblood will confefle himſeife to be out of the way, 

R_ and preteſt amendment, or at leaft reſerves in his 

cart a reſolution to repent when he isold : but the meere 

ciuill honeſt man and the formall hypocrite thinke their 

owne ftate to bee as good asthe beſt; and whatſoever js 

more, and beſides that which they find in themſelues, ro 

be but needleſle preciſenes, and affeted (ingularity; and 

therefore are many times gauld and grieued, that the truel 
gratious and conſcionable cariage of Gods ſeruants, dot 
cenſure and condemne their outwardnes and formalitie in 
religion; 
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religion,and make it plainely appeare, that theircaſe with. 
out ſound conuerfion and imbracement of finceritie, is the 
we ſtate of wretchednes and of death, 
ut now fourthly and laſtly, in Elections the thoughts 
of Gods child, in whoſe heart alone the word of God doth 
chiefly rule, and is deepely rooted, would bee theſe or the 
like, Inthe fir{t place there comes into his mind a reverent 
feare of that God, who hath mercifully acuanced him to his 
lace,wherein hee expecteth conſcience and faithfulneſle ; 
e conliders that ſolemne and facred oath which hee takes 
inthe ſight of him who ſeeth all hearts and cogitations ; for 
areſolute and vaſwayed vprightneſſc inthe difpoling of his 
yoice ; thatyponthe integritie or ynconſcionableneſle in 
Election, depends the miſeric and confufion, or happineſle 
and flouriſhing of an Howſe, Hee further calleth to mind 
out of his experience, that commonly thoſe fellowes who 
thruſt into ſocieties, offices, and high roomes, by ſhufling 
and violence, by faftion and prepoſterous fauour ; by cun- 
ning, or eorruption,become pernicious and diſhonorable 
to the places vihere they liue; they are till thornes inthe 
fides, and pricks in the eyes of all that loue graceand good- 
neſle : they either rurne idle, truly factions, or notoriouſly 
ſcandalous, by miſſpending the vnualuable pretiouſnefle of 
their golden houres, in Tauerns, Ale-houſes, or ſome other 
pn. of good-fellowſhip, to the inexpiable and eternall , 
diſhonour of thoſe Houſes, of which they ſhould bee orna- 
ments : and when they haue done much hurt and miſchicfe 
here, they are the onely men to bargaine for, buy, or com- 
paſſeby indireR and finifter dealing, Benefices, and fpiri- 
tuall promotions abroad: of which being poſleſt, they cither 
by vnconſcionable and cruell negligence, and Non-refi- 
dence in their charge, betray the Euſes of their people to 
wildneſſe and barbariſme, to ignorance, prophaneneſle, or 
poperie; or elſe by a prophane and ynhallowed handling 
of Gods word, by daubing with vatempered morrter, as the 
Prophet ſpeakes, fo ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked, 
that they cannot returne from their wicked waies and _- 
T e 
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the heart of the righteous, and make them ſad whom the 
Lord hath not made fad, thatthe bruiſed reed is quite bro« 
ken, and the {moaking flaxe vtterly put out. Nowthinkes 
the child of God with himſelfe out of his ſpirituall wiſe- 
dome, if ſuch an one as theſe ſhould bee cholen by my de- 
fault and faintheartedneſle ; I ſhould in ſome ſort and mea- 
ſure be iuſtly guilcie, and anſwerable before that high and 
everlaſting ludge , of the many miſeries and miſchiefes, 
which ordinarily enſue ypon fo vnhappie a choice, Hereup- 
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conſiderable in the partie, the ſtatute and whole buſineſle ; 
he ſingles out him with finceritie ard finglenefle of heart, 
whom in conſcience he thinks moſt ſufficient; and there hee 
ſtickes with a truely Chriſtian and vnſhaken reſolution, 
pitcht by the verie power and ſtrength of heauen : and 
come what come will, tempeſts, or faire weather; prefer- 
ment, or pouertie ; threatnings or flatterie ; policie,or per- 
ſuafion ; priuate importunities,or frownings of Greatneſle ; 
he is ata point, infinitely rather to keepe a good eonſcience, 
and faue his ſoule, thento enioy the preſent, and gaine the 
whole world. For hee well knowes & the day isat hand, 
euen that great and fearefull Day, when the conſcioulneſle 
of one gratious ation, performed with vprightneſle of 
heart,will breed more comfort, then the glory, riches, and 
ſoueraignty of the wholecarth, 

To conclude this point : As vnregenerate and fanCtified 
thoughts differ much in their workings euen about the 
ſame Obiects : ſo there are ſome, which are Gods childs 
peculiar,with which the (tate of vnregeneration is vtterly 
vnacquainted, They are ſuch as theſe : 

Firlt, thoughts full of feare and aſtoniſhment, all hell 
and horrour, which riſe out of the heart, when it is firſt 
ſtricken with ſenſe of Gods wrath at the fight of his 
finnes. Theſe are ſcorched, in veric manie, even with the 
flames ofhell in their conuerſion: They burne ſometimes 
the verie marrow out of their bones, and turne the beſt 
moylture in them into the drought of Summer, No 
a print 


Jef adoption. Theſe flow onely from the tountaine of grace, 
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] print or skarre of theſe woſull and wounded thoughts, ap- *1 doe nor 

peare inthe heart of the formall hypocrite, This hell ypon Þ*r<by cxempe 
earth,is onely paſſed chorow bythe heires of mw _ wadeagarrigg 
the children of hell have commonlie their heauen vpon EEE 
earch, x WY blinys and ters» 
2 Secondly,thoughss b compoſed al of pure comfort,ioy, 91s of conic» 


heauen,immorralitie,the ſweet and lovely rfſues of the ſpirit ©"<* for fine; 
but only make 


and fpring vp in that foule alone, which hauing newly pal- CC_— 


ſed the (trav ye agonies, and fore pangs of the new-birth, is cren,to paſſe 
preſently bathed in the blood of Chriſt, lulled in the boſome qe thurow 
of Gods deareſt mercies,and ſecured with the ſeale, and te. "> 1ntorne 
cret impreſſion of his crernall loue,and facred i iric, - | mona”. 2a 
ue, pirit,not ON= ſures, and para” 
ly from the rage ot hell; butalſo of an cuerlaſting and roi- diſe ofthe 
all inhericance abouc, O 1 the heart of the vnregenerate man K-ngdam: of 
is farre too narraw,bale and earthy to comprehend the vn- erace,and to 
mixed pleaſures,the glorious Sunthine of thoſe bleſſed and _"_— on 
ioyfull thoughts, which immediatelie follow ypon the — 
Rtormes of feares and terrour, ordinarily incident to a ſound and thankful. 
converſion. _ Y nelle,tolooke 
3 Thirdly,thoughts of ſpirituall rauiſhment, and vnutte- __ vponthe 
rable rapture,flaſhes of eternall light, raiſde ſometimes in the A nts _—_ 
hearts of the Saints, and occaſionally inſpired by the Sprrie of former wounds, 
all & endleſſe comfort ; which with vnconceiueable amaz.c- of atruly hum. 
ment and admiration feed vpon,and fill chemſelues with the Þ'<4 2nd bro- 
joies of the ſecond life, in ſuch an vncouth extafie and cx- —— 
ceſſe,as is farre aboue,and without the compaſſ: and concert os 1 yer EE 
of all worldly comforts, the rongue of Angels, or heart of cloſe! vp with 
man. In this point, Iappealeto the conſcience of the true *b* bivod of 
Chriſtian,(for I know full well, thatall my Diſcourſe 1s a pa- CHE ; WREIGs 
rable, and paradoxe to the prophane) whether hee hath nor & Y pre, 
ſonerimes,as it were,a ſca of comfort rained vpon hizheart, ly enher work 
in a ſweet ſhower from heauen, and ſuch a ſenſible taſte of bur a "if con- 
the cuerla(ting pleaſures,by the glorious preſence of inward * OT OG 
ioy and peace,as it he had the one foot 1n heauen alreadie, Ro 
or end in deſpane.Þ | meane tholc bleſſed flirrings of the harr,vnpeakable anc lorious, 
when the leale of reuulli n of francs, MF vaco rhe loule byt. e "yy vi ad prion, 
2 an 


— 
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and with the one hand had laid hold vpon the crown of life : 
eſpecially after a zealous heate,& feeling feruencie in praier, 
affer an entire, gracious, and profitable ſanRtifiation of 
the Sabbath, at the time of ſome _ and extraordinarie 
humiliation entertaind, and exerciſed with fruit and finceri- 
tie, when he hath freſhly with deepeſt groanes and fighes, 
and new ftruglings of ſpirit, renewed his repentance ypon 
occaſion of relapie into ſome old, or fall into ſomenew in, 
when the empoiſoned arrowes of cruelland herie tongues, 
pointed with malice,policy and prophanenefle come thick: 
eſt ypon him;and yet retyring into his owne innocent heart, 
he finds no caule of ſuch mercilefle vexation, but defence of 
Gods truth,and profeſſion of holineſſe, Nay, ſometimes vp= 
on the deathſ-bed, to a ſoule conſcious of an vpright and 
ynſpotred life, the ioies of heauen preſent themſclues be- 
fore the time;lo longing a ſympathy is there betwixt the life 
of graceand endlegglory. Such like ioyfull ſpringings, and 
heauenly eleuations of hart as thefe which-I haue now men- 
tioned,are the true Chriftians pecw/iar; no ſtranger can med- 
dle with them,no heart can conceive them, but that which is 
the Temple of Gods pure and bleſſed Spirit. 

Thus farre of the difference of their thoughts, inreſpeRt 
of their nature and manner of working : Now in a ſecond 

lace, Gods childis notably differenced from the formall * 
—_—— by the ſeaſonableneſle of his thoughts, and their 
holy ſeruing the time, 

In a body of beſt andexacteſt conſtitution, the ſenſes are 
quicke and nimble, and ſharplieſt diſcerne, with greateſt life 
and vigour apprehend their obieRs,and are moſt ſenhibly af- 
feted,or diſpleaſed with their conuenience, orantipathy : 
Euen ſo in a hart of atrue ſpiritual temper,ſeaſoned and foft- 
ned with the dew of grace; the thoughts are aCtiue, readie, 
and addreſt with zeale & contentment, to encline and apply 
themſclues to the condition of the times, and varictic of 0c- 
cahi6s offered for ſome holy vſe,to the bettering of the ſoule, 
and the enlarging of Gods glory.In the time of falts & ſack- 
cloth;if Gods iudgements be threatned out of the Pulpir, or 
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executed from heawen ; when the Church weares her mour- 
ning weed, fincerity droupes,and the godly hang down their 
heades;in fuch blacke and diſmall daies, they are impatient 
of all remporall comfort, they willingly put on ſadneſle, to 
entertaine penitencie, humiliation and ſorrow : but they are 
clothed with ioy and lightſomneſſe, when mercie and falua- 
tion are wiſely,and ſealonably proclaimed out of the booke 
of life;when religion ſpreadsand profpers, and diuine truth 
hath free paflage, when whole States hauc eſcaped the bloo- 
die Papiſts Gunpowder,and the roiall breaſts of Kings their 
empoiſoned kniues,and in ſuch like ioyful and happy times. 
Thus the thoughts,and inmott affeQtions of Godschild haue 
their changes,their ſeueral ſeaſons and ſucceſſions,as ic plea- 
ſeth the Lord to offer,or execute mercie or iudgement out of 
his word, orin the world abroad. But the thoughts of the 
formall hypocrite, though they ſuffer indeed many alterati- 
ons,and diſtractions about earthly obiets; they ebbe and 
flow with diſcontent or comfort, as his outward ſtate is fa- 
uoured or frowned vpon by the world : yet fpiritualloccur- 
rents,obſeruable aa and reverence for the good 
of the ſoule,haue no great power to worke vypon them; ſa- 
cred times, or daies of afflition, are not wonttomake any 
ſuch imprefſion,or to breed extraordinary fticrings, and mo< 
tions in them, Let iudgementsbla(t,or merciesblefle a king- 
dome; let Gods word tind ſmooth and euen way,or rubs and 
—_ ; ler prophaneneſle be — aan linceritic 
cheriſhed,he takes no thought :{o he may ſleepe in a whole 
Skinne,and keepe entire his worldly comforts;his thoughts 
continue heauie,dull and formall, Hee may conforme and 
conſort with the times in his outward geſtures, words and 
ations; bur ordinarily his thoughts admit no change, faue 
onely, ſo farre as his priuate temporall felicitie is endange- 
red by publicke iudgements,or enlarged by ſhowers of mer- 
cies and bleſſings from heauen, I cannot enlarge this point 
at this time : only I will give one inſtance in their difference 
of thoughts ypon the Sabbath day, 


The Sabbath day is, asit were, the faire day of the ſoule, 
TH TY i where= 
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wherein it ſhould not onely repaire and furniſh it ſelfe with 
new ſpiritual iregth,with greater ſtore of knowledge,prace 
and comfort: but alſo feaſt with it heauenly friends,the bleſ(- 
ſed Saints and Angels, vpon thoſe glorious ioies and happie 
ret, which neuer ſhall haue end. Euery child of God there- 
fore, which hath alreadic a reall intercſt in thateternall reſt, 
makes not only conſcience of doing his owne waies ſecking his 
oWne will, ſpeaking 4 vaine word on that day : bur alſoin | Fat 
o00d meaſure makesirt the very —_ of his heart, the loue 
and comfort of his inward thonghts, ſo that he may conſe- 
crate it 44 glorious tothe Lord, He doth not onely giue quiet 
and<ceſſation to his body from worldly buſineſſe,and works 
ofhis calling ; but alſo empties his head,and disburgens his 
choughts of al earthly cares,that ſo they may wholly and en- 
tirely intend the holy motions of Gods Spirit, and ſpend 
themſelues in godly and extraordinarie meditations, fitting 
the feaſt day of the ſoule, and the Lords holy day. This is 
the defire, longing a1.d endeuour of his heart, thus to ſanQi- 
fie the Sabbath; and ifat any time he be turnedawrie from 
this yprighrneſle by companie,or his owne corruptions, he is 
after much grieued and vext with it, repents and praies for 
more zeale, conſcience and care for the time ro come, But 
the formall hypocrite, howſocuer he may on that day for- 
beare and abRaine from his ordinarie finnes, labours, ſports 
and idlenes; howſocuer he may outwardly exerciſe = EXC 
cute all duties and ſeruices of religion; though indeed more 
of cultome and for faſhion,then with heartic and true deuo- 
tion : nay,hemay haue other thoughts on that day,burt one- 
ly fo farre,as the bare ſolemnitie of the time, and the greater 
Preſence can alter them: yer I dare boldly fay it, no Frmall 
hypocrite, no kind of vnregenerate man can poſſibly make 
the Sabbath his delrghr,as is required, Ifai.g8.1 3. And which 
is preſuppoſed to make vs capable of the bleſſings following 
inthe ſame place : Then ſha/rthow delite in the Lord,and I will 
mabe thee to monnt vpon the high places of the earth, &+ feed thee 
with the heritage of Iacob thy father : for the month of the Lord 
bath ſpoken it, He cannot for his life ſequeſter his thoughts 
/ at 
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atall,not even on that day, from worldlinefſe and earthly 
plealures,to divine and ſacred meditations, Doe what hee 
can,he cannot beate and kcepe them off from worldly Ob. 
ies; they will not leaue their former hants,or be reſtrained 
from plotting, or pleaſing themfelues with weeke-day bu- 
lineſlts, 

Lord,it is ſtrange that the ſoule of a man, ſo nob'ely furni. 
ſhed with powers of higheſt contemplation ; being fo 
ſtrongly dF ; ſenhibliec poſlett with conſciouſnefle,and con- 
ceit of it owne immortality,and hauing the refilefle and yn- 
ſatisfied defires of it wide capacity, never fild bur with the 
Maieſtic of God himlſelfe, and the glory of an immorrtall 
crowne,ſhould be ſuch a ſtranger to heanen, the place ofiec 
birth and cuerlaſting abode ; = vpon that day, whereon, 
as ypon the golden ſpot and pearle of the weeke, the Lord 
hath (tamped his owne ſacred Seale of inltitution, and ſo4 
lemne conſecration for his owne particular ſeruice,and ſpe- 
ciall honour ; yet, I ſay,vpon that day it cannot lettle and 
continue it owne thoughts and motions vpon thoſe ynmix= 
ed and bleſſed ioyes,and the way vnto them;without which 
it ſhall bec cuerlaltingly miſerable, and burne hereafter in 
that fierie lake, whole flames are fed with infinite riuers of 
Brimſtone, and the endlcfle wrath of God, for euer and 
cuer. 

Now I pray you tcll mee, when wee ſhall haue raigned 
hereafter many millions of yeeres in heauen, what thoughts 
will remaine of this little inch of time vpon earth ? When 
we haue Paſſed thorow a peect ofeternitic, where will ap- 
peare the minute of this miſerable lite?and yet our thoughts 
and affections are ſo glued ynto the world, as though erer- 
ntie were vpon earth, and rye only in heauen, You are men 
capable of yorthielt and higheſt elevations of ſpirit; I be- 
ſcech you, reſume this meditation at your leiſure; methinks 
it ſhould be able to breed thqughts ot a far more noble and 
heaucnly temper, then ordinarilie ariſe and are nouriſhed 
inthe hearts of men, 


Bue xo follow my yurpoſe, Certaine it is, notthe beſt yn- 
1egenerate 
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eneratemen can endure an entire and exaQ fanQifica- 
tion of the Sabbath; it is not a Iubilie to their hearts, and 
the ioy of their thoughts : for they cannot abide to haue 
their minds ſtay long in a feeling meditation vpon fpirituall 
affaires, ypon the examination of their former life, the ſtate 
of the other world, the ſleights and tentations of Satan, the 
day of death,the tribunall of heauen and ſuch like, For 
though the beſt of them may haue a perſuaſion of their be- 
ing in the ſtate of grace, as I haue latgely proued hereto. 
fore : yet (ith itis wrongly and falſely grounded, it cannot 
abide the ſearch and touchſRone : Hence it is, that of all 
things they loue not to bee alone. They may pleaſe them- 
ſelues well enough in ſolitarineſſe, vpon ſome priuate buſi. 
neſſe ; for the more profound po and cqptriving 
worldly matters; for amore free, but filthie exerciſe of the 
adulreries of the heart, and contemplatiue fornication ; to 
feed ypon dull and fruitles melancholie;to let their thoughts 
af range and runne riot intoa world of imaginations, 
te diue into the myſteries of nature,or depths of State-: but 
to be alone onel for this purpoſe, that the mind may more 
ſully and adindy worke ypon the fpirituall ſtate of the 
ſoule,and roi the conſcience ; they can- 
not,they will not endure it; and therefore —— caſt 
themſclues into one knot of goodfellowſhip or other, that 
they may merrily paſſe away thattime ; for an houre of 
which (the time of grace being once expired) they would 
giue ten thouſand worlds, yet ſhall neuer bee able topur- 
chaſe it againe, But Gods chi!dren when they tre Tos 
haue inward comfort and heauenly matter enough to 
worke ypon : apleafing contentment and fatisfation, ari- 
ſing from an humble and ſober remembrance of a well ſpent 
life, doth infinitely moe refreſh them, then all the reuel- 
lings and pleaſant devices of merrie companions : nay, ma- 
nie times intheir ſcaſonable ſolitarineſſe, diuine gracesare 
more operatiue, and ſtirring, and raiſe inflamed motions of 
delight andioy. 
Nowinadurd place, we are to conſider that the —_— 
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God is yet further very much differencedfrom the formall 
hypocrite, by his skill and Cexteritie in ruling ; by his 
_ wiſedome, and godly icalouſic in watching ouer his 
thoughts. 

The heart in which Gods ſpirit is not reſident, with ſpeci- 
all grace and ſanQifying power ; howſoeuer the words may 
be watched ouer, and the outward actions reformed, lies 
commonly (till naked and open without ſpeciall guard or 
ſettled gouernment. For the belt naturall man is too impa- 
tient olreficaine and ſcuerity ouer the power of 1magina- 
tion and freedome of his thoughts; they being naturally 
exempted and priuiledged fromall humane and created ſo- 
ueraiynty, and the yncefſantneſle of their workings and 
perpetuall preſence in the mind would make the abridge- 
ment of their libertie more ſenſible and diftaſifull. It may be 
out of the natural grounds of ciuill honeſty,& ſome generall 
apprehenſion of the power of the world to come;he may be 
{o farre ſolicitous abont his thoughts, that if any ſtart vp of 
more foule and monſtrous ſhape, enticing him to ſome 


. groſſe and infamous finne, which would _— himinthe 


world, or breed extraordinarie horrour in his conſcience : 
he preſently ſers againſt it, diſclaimes, abandons and ex- 
pels it, He may bee of experience and skill to conquer and 
ſuppreſle thoughts of heauineſſe,and melancholie; m—_ 
in this point he many times fearefully deceiues himſelte ; 
taking the holy motions of Gods fpirit enclining himto 
godly ſorrow for his ſinnes; to be melancholicke thoughts 
tending towards too much ftrictnes and vnneceflarie dif- 
comfort : So grieving the good fpirit, and opping againſt 
himſelfe the verie firſt and neceſlaric paſſage to faluation, 
Thus the formall hypocrite may haue ſometimes and in 
=_ fleight miſguided and generall care and _—_— of 

is thoughts: Bur becauſe the depth of his deceirfull heart, 
and the many corruptions that are o_ and hourely hatch 
edinir, were neuer ript yp and reucaled ynto him bythe 
power and light of auing grace , he cannot hold that _ 


ouer his heart as he ought ; hee doth not keepe a folemne 
» V particular, 
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ar,and continual watch and ward ouer his thoughts, 
which is little enough ro keepea Chriſtian in found com- 
fort and inwardpeace; he hath no heart with ſuch anxiety, 
and care to looke vnto his heart; he doth not ſo often and 
{erioully thinke vpon his thoughts, holding it the laſt and 
leaſt ofa thouſand cares, But eurry child of God, certain- 
ly makes it his chiefeſt care,and one of his greateſt Chriſti- 
antoiles, to guard his heart, and guide his choughts. Hee 
followes in ſome good meaſure by his practiſe that holy 
counſell of Salomon, Pron.4.23, eAboxe all watch and ward 
beepe thine heart, The word in the Originall is borrowed 
from the affaires of warre. Letvs imagine a citic not onely 
begirt with a ſtrait and dangerous fiege of crucl and blood- 
thirſtic enemies, bur alſo within infeſted with lurking Com- 
motioners, and traitors to the State; how much doe you 
thinke would it ſtand thatcitie ypon,with all vigilant poli- 
cie, toſtand.,vpon it guard for preuention of danger ? Itis 
juſt ſo with the heart; not onely Satan is euer waiting 
opportunit:e, tothrow in his ficrie darts, and ſenſuall Ob. 
jects from abroad, like falſe Simons toinfinuate themſelues; 
bur alfo,it feeles,to it much vexation, many rebellious ſtir- 
rings within it owne bowels, The tender conſcience of a 
true Chriſtian is verie ſenſible of all this danger, and by his 
owne experimentall and praCticall knowledge hee is ac- 
quainted with the many breaches, and defolations made in 
the ſoule,both by theſc open enemies, and ſecrerrebels; and 
thcrefore furniſheth himſclfe daily, with much holy wiſe- 
dome and watchtulneſle; with experience and dexteritic in 
this great ſpiritual affaire of guarding and guiding his hart, 
We may take a view of this his ſanRified and Chriſtian 
wiſedome in gouerning his thoughts, in theſe foure points, 

In a timely diſcoucrie and wiſe defeatment of Satans 
ſtratagems and policies; whether hee deale by ſuggeſtions 
raiſed from the occafions,and aduantages of his temperand 
naturall conſtitution;ofhis temporall tate, either happineſle, 
or contempr;of his infancie,or growth;weaknes,or ſtrength 
in Chriſtianity ; of the condition of his calling, companie, 
place, 
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place where hee hues,orthe like: Or whetherhe come ad- 
dreſt with his owne more fearetull immediat Iniections; 
which he ſo:ngtimes preſents in his owne likenefſe:As when 
he caſts into Ke Chriſtians mind diftruſts, and doubts a- 
bour the truth of heauen, and of divine and heauenly truth, 
concerning the certaintie, and being of all that maictiie and 
glory aboue;for ſuch thoughts as theſe, are ſomtimes offered 


tothe molt ſanctified ſoule; Bernard cals the terribilia de fide, 1ib de Conſes» 
borribilia de dintinitate, Burt matke here the caciage of Gods entia, 


child, hee doth not wraſtle with theſe hel-brged thoughts, he 
ſets not his naturall reaſon vpon them; for thence perhaps 
would follow inclinations to Atheiſme, deſperateneſle in 
finning,and other tearcfull conſequents : bur at the very firſt 
approch,abandons and abominates them to the very pit of 
hell whence they came ; he praies, repent, and is humbled 
by them, and thence clearely fees they are noae of his;and fo 
in deſpite of fuch dwellith malice, wa!tkes on comfortably in 
his way to heauen. 1f Satan ſpeed notin this blacke ſhape; 
he at othertimes puts on the glorie of an Angell: and per- 
haps may bring into his remembrance cuen good things,but 
out of their due tirne,thac te may hinder him of forme grea= 
ter good, As atthe preaching ot the word, he may catt into 
his mind vnſcaſonably godly meditations, that ſo he may di- 
firaQ and depriue him of the blefſings of a profitable hearer : 
At the time of prayer,he may fil his head with holy inftruCti- 
ons,that ſo hee may coole his feruencie, and bereaue him of 
the benefit of ſo bleſſed an exerciſes Wirth theſe,and a thou- 
ſand moe ſuch like vexations in his thoughts, the child of 
God is ſore troubled and much exerciſed, 

Secondly, another branch of ſpiritual widome in watch- 
ing ouer his thoughts,is buſied abour thoſe finfull pleaſures, 
which vpon the remembrance of his former old'iniquities 
may reinfed the ſoule, For aman may commirthe ſame hn, 
a thouſand times, by renewing the pleaſures of it in his 
thoughts, Though the at be paſt, yer as often as the mind 
runnes ouer the paſſages and circumſtances of the ſame fin, 


with the ſame delight, ſo often the ſoule is follured with a 
T 2 new 
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new ſtaine,znd laden with more guiltineſſe, Whereas ther- 
fore the ſenſuall ſweetnes of a mans beloued finnes, hath be- 
fore his calling, got ſuch ſtrong hold and hant in hisaffe&ti- 
ons, that it wil be ſtil afterward with baites and allurements, 
ſoliciting' euen the renewed heart, if not tothe iteration of 
the groſle aR, yer atleaſt to cnioy itin thought : it doth ve- 
ry much behooue the child of God,to be warie and watchful 
inthis point, If he remit bur alittle of his heate of zcale a- 
gainſt ſinne,and feruencie of his firſt Joue,or grow regardles 
ofhis thoughts,it will preſently gather power and opportu- 
nitie for reentrie, Here then is the toile and triall of Chriſti- 
an wiſdome and watchfulneſſe ouer the thoughts. If when 
the foule plexſures of former (innes be repreſented vnto the 
mind, hee hath either learned to ſmother them at their firſt 
ſealing into the heart, by oppoſing againſt them, a conſt- 
deration ofthe many wounds, and much waſte they haue 
formerly made in his foule : Orelſe by his growth & ftrength 
ingrace,be able to looke backe vpon them without delight, 
to retaine them, onely for renewing repentance, and to dil- 
miſſe them wittNoathing and deteſtation. Full ſweet is the 
comfort, nic the happineſſe of that Chriſtian, who 
hath his corruptions fo farre mortified, and the remiſhon of 
his ſinnes ſo ſurely ſealed vnto him; that the thoughts of his 
former pleaſing finnes can neither tickle him withdelight 
and new defire,nor affright him with * horrour, For the one, 
0h,faith bleſſed AnFin in his Confeſſions,what ſhal I returne 
vntomy gracious God,that I can now leoke my ſinnes in the face, 
and not beafraid? But here the wiſe(t Chriſtian may be eafily 
plunged ouer head and eares into one of Satans moſt deceit- 
full depths,except he be very warie : Forin the ſolitarie mu- 
ſings vpon his former ſinnes, to this good end, that he ma 
veterly grow out of loue with them, and further loath them ; 
Satan isecuer readie (for both his craft and malice are cnd- 
leſſe)ſecretly to adde tinder tothe fire of his affection, fo to 
inflame him with freſh loue and liking of that finne, which 
at that timehe moſt labours, and hath ever greateſt reaſon 
to.abhorre, Ayd the tide of affeCions being once on foot 
towards 
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towards an old pleafing finne; it isa greatmeaſure of grace 
muſt top the torrent of them, In watching therefore ouer 
the thoughts, the brighteſt eic of Spirituall wiſdome, hath 
need to intend this point todeſcrie this depth, 

Thirdly, another ſpeciall care the child of God hath in 
guarding the heart,is to baniſhand keepe our idlenefſe, ya- 
nitie of mind,melancholie, worldly forrow,inward fretting, 
euill defires, wandring luſfts, wiſhes without deliberation 
and ſuch like. He holds a waking,and icalouscie ouer thoſe 
many baires and lures, which ſpring & ſprout eftſoones from 
the | + rEE and rootes of originall corruption;which the 
ſtate of mortalitie neuer ſuffers to be vtterly plucked vp, and 
dried away inthislife: He knowes full well,if theſe young 
Cockatrices be not cruſhed while they are it hatching ; that 
is,if wandring and wicked thoughts bee not ſtifled when 
they begin to ltirre firſt inthe mind, they wil firſt enuenome 
the vnderſtanding, the vnderſtanding the will, the will the 
affeCtions,the affeCtions once enraged, & having the raines 
like wild horſes,will carrie a man headlong into a world of 
wickedneſſe, Aboue all, hee makes ſure euer to haue in rea- 
dineſſe and at hand, preſcruatiues and counter-poiſons a- 

ain{tthe baites of thoſe three grand empoiſoners,the lu#t of 
the fleſh,the luſt of the eies,and thepride of life, There are theſe 
maine obiects,abourt which efpecially,aRuall concupiſcence 
is ſfinfully nereifod.richanaialiing honguen : if he oncelet 
his thoughts claſpe about any of theſe with immoderate de- 
fire and delight, heis gone. For ſo riches will bring foorth 
couetoulneſle, and couetouſneſſe begers vſurie, opprefſion, 
encloſure,buying and felling offices and dignities, m—_— 
the faces of the poore,anda thouſand moe miſchiefes: It de- 
uours all natural! and honeſt affeRions, and turnes them in- 
to carth, ir makes kindred, friends, acquaintance,content- 
ments ſeruiceable to it greedy humor : Nay itmakesa man 
to contemne himſelfe body» and foule for this tranfiroric 
traſh, Pleaſures inflame luſt, and luſt ſo emaſculates all the 
powers of the ſoule,that its nobleſt operations become bru- 
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6 V 3 filthie 


ADH: eſſ A 


filthie ieſts, delight in plaies, and bateful piures,befides ma» 
ny other ſecret and feareful! abominations not to be concei- 
ued without horrour, much lefle to bee named, Honours 
breed ambition,and ambition bids the ſoulc ſpeake vnto a 
man,in the language of Neroes mother ; Occidar modo mpe- 
res : Bee ſome body in the world while thou ſtaieſt heere, 
though I lic in the flames of hell everlaſtingly hercafter. 
Deepely then doth itconcerne eutry true Chriſtian with iea- 
louſe and trembling, narrowly to watch and obleruethe 
firſt and ſecret motions of the heart, leſt he ſhould vnawares 
be wofully caught, and enſnared in that blacke and accpried 
chaine: the firlt lincke of which, growes out of naturall cor- 
ruption, and the laſt reacheth the height of finne, and depth 
of hell, Wee may ſce foure lirks of it : Iam.1.14.15. about 
the breeding of ſinne ; and other foure, Heb, 3. abour it 
growth and perfection. Firſt, an idle finfull thought begins 
rodraw,as it were,thc hearr afide from the preſence and con» 
fideration of God almightie, to a fight and ſuruay of the 
leaſures of finne. Secondly, it having, as it were, the heart 
þ on it ſelfe,puts on a baite,allures and entices, holding a con- 
ference and parley with the will, about the {weernefle of 
pleaſures,riches, honours, glory and ſuch like, Thirdly, the 
will accepts of the motion, conſents, plots and torecalts for 
the accompliſhment,the affeQtions adde heate and firength, 
the heart travels with iniquitie; and fo at length by the help 
of opportunitie, finne is brovght forth, If you looke vpon 
the Originallin$, /amzes, you will eaſily gather thele foure 
degrees.Nouw further by often iteration ot the act of finnivg 
with delight andcuſtome, the heartis hardned ;'fo that no 
terrour of iudgement,nor promiſe of mercie will enter, Se- 
condly,it becomes an euill heart, andis wholly turned into 
ſinne,it drinkes vp iniquitie like water, and feedes vpon it, 
as the horſleech on corrupt blood. Thirdly,it growes an vn- 
faithfull heart,and then a man begins to ſay within himſelfe, 
there is no God,at leaſt inreſpe ofprovidence,and care 9- 
uer the world, and executions of judgement vpon ſinners : 
he bids him depart from kim, and ſaics to him; / deſire nor the 
. kno»ledge 
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nowledge of thy waies; who is the «Almighty, that I ſhould 

ere him? Or what profit ſhould 1 have if [ ſhould pray vnto 
bim? Fourthly followes an viter falling away from God, 

grace, and all goodnefle, withour all ſenſe, checke, orre- 
morſe of finne, ſhame, and his moſt accurſed fate; and fo 

immediately from this height of finne, into the fierceſt 

flamea nd loweſt pitof hell. For if the firſt degree deſerue 

erernall death, what confuſion muſt befall this Babell? 

You ſeein what danger he is that giues way vnto his firſt 

finfull motions, 

Laſtly, a principall imployment of holy wiſedome in 
guarding the thouyhts, is ſpent in giuing a wiſe and humble 
entertainemen:t vnto the good motions of Gods bleſſed ſpi- 
rit : andin furniſhing i the mind with ſtore of 
profitable and godly meditations, For as vnregenerate men 
= commonly eahic paſſage to pleaſing worldly thoughts; 

ut ſuppreſle gratious tirrings, & inclinations to godly for- 
row,repentance & fincerity;as though they were tentations 
to preciſenes:{o contrarily Gods child labours by all meanes 
to ſtoppe the way to the firſt finfull ſenſuall choughts ; bur 
alwaies defires with ſpeciall humilicie,and reverence to im- 
brace all the motions of Gods ſpirit, warranted and groun- 
ded in his word : Hee deercly and highly cſteemes them, 
cheriſheth and feeds them with fpirituall joy, and thank- 
tulneſle of heart, with prayer, ales and practiſe. For 
ifa man begin oace tobe negletiue of godly motions, by 
lictle andlittle he grieues the fpirit;at length he quencheth 
it, atlaſthe is in danger of deſpighting it ; if not by profeſſ1- 
on and dire&ly, yet 1n his practiſe,and by an indirect oppo 
fition, in ſlandering and perſecuting fpirituall graces in 
Gods children. Bet1des this worthie care of entertaining 
and nouriſhing good motions, hee is prouident to garher 
andtreaſure vp tore of good matter and heauenly bulinefles 
for the continuall cxerciſe of his mind : left that noble po- 
wer of his ſoule ſhould be taken vp with rifles and vani- 
tic, feede vpon earth,or weare and waſt it felfe with barren 
and lumpiſh melancholie, Hee is much grieued and yexed 
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if he findat any time his heart caried away with tranfitorie 
delights, carnall and voprofitable _—_— or his mind 
muling impertinently,and gazing vpon the painted and va- 
niſhing glory of the world : Eſpecially fith there is fuch 
vlencifull and pretious choice of belt meditations, obuious 
to cuery Chriltian,able to fill with endlefſe contentment all 
the vnderſtandings of menand Angels for cuer. As the in- 
comprehen({ble glorioutneſſe of God, in the infinite beauty 
of his owne immediate Maieſty, and facred attributes in 
his word and workes; in his iudgements and mercies ; in his 
Church and Sacraments, The miraculouſneſſe of our re- 
demption, and all the comfortable and glorious paſſages 
thereof, The great myſtcrie of godlineſie, the power of 
grace, trade of Chriſtianity and courſe of ſanctification ; 
matter of ſweeteſt contemplation. Concerning our ſclues 
there is to be thought vpon all the affaires of our calling,the 
particulars, perplexities, and caſes of conſcience incident 
ynto them. Our preſent vileneſſe, and fearefull infirmities; 
the miſeries and frailtic of this life; the traines of Satan, the 
terrors of hell ; that great iudgement, euen at hand. Inour 
Þirituall Rare, how to preſerue our rf lone, eſcape relapſes, 
grow in grace, keepe 2 good conſcience, come to Reauen, 
And whea the cic of our vnderftanding is dazled with thoſe 
» higher conſiderations, or wearied with theſe inferiour; it 
might refreſhir ſelfe with the ſpeculatiue fruition of many 
inuifible comforts, with variety ofheauenly things, concer- 
ning the immortality of our fm the large promiſes of 
everlaſting bleſſedneſle, the glorious rifing againe of our 
bodies, the ioyes and reſt of Gods faints aboue, and that 
which is the crowne and concluſionof all, our owne moſt 
certaine bliſſefull ſtate of happineſle and eternity in the ſe- 
cond world. I men had grace and comfort to enlarge their 
harts to ſuch meditations as theſe; what roome would there 
be for carthli-mindednes, vanities and impertinencies,much 
leſſe for proud, ambitious, couetous, lufifull, enuious and 

revengefull thoughts, | 
Thus far of the care and conſcience of the true Chriſtian,ia 
watching 
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watchiog ouer and guiding his thoughts ; which isa ſpeci- 
all marke of difference from all ftates of ynregeneration: 
for the regenerate onely keepe the laſt commandement; 
which rectifies the inward motions of the heart, 

Now laſtly ina fqurth place, and ioa'a word; Gods child 
is diſtinguiſhed from the formall hypocrite,in reſpect of the 
iſſue of his thoughts. 

The moſt comfortable and fancied foule, is never in 
fuch perpetuall ſcrenitie, but that itis ſometimes as it were 
ouerclouded with dumps of heauinefle; and inwardiy dif- 
quiercd with it owne motions, or the ſuggeſtions of Satan, 
While this fleſh is yponiit,ic ſhall be forrowtull; and while 
itis in this vale of teares, it muſt mourne, There is not an 


| hearclo ſweertely and refoluedly compoſed for heauen ; but 


is ſometimes difſetled with thoughts of indignation : And 
that eſpecially, as appeareth by Daxzid, Pſa/zr. 37. and 73. 
"When follic 1s ſet in great excellencie; when men neither 
of worth, conſcience, or ingenuitic, are aduanced to high 
roomes,domincere in the world,and imperiouſlly inſult over 
ſincerity ; when the wicked proſper, and fpread themſelues 
in freſhpleaſurcsand honours like greene Bay-rrees; when 
thoſc have their eyes (tanding out tor farnes, and more then 
heart can'wiſh ; ro whom pride and infolencie are asa 
chaine, and who are couered with prophaneneſle and cru- 
eltic, as with a garment. But here marke the difference. 
Diſcontentfull diſcourtes in the mind of the formall hypo- 
crite either breake out into deſperate concluſions, and feare- 
full horrour, although this be but ſeldome ; ( for common. 
ly this kind of vnregenerate man lives flouriſhingly, and 
Les fairely in the eye of the world : excmplarie,andirreco- 
uerable Tehpaire in this life, doth oftnett befall eicher the 
notorions hnner, the meere -— _ man, or eſpecially 
the grefſe hypoar:e; ) therefore would rather fay that in 
him ſuch diſcontenttul! debatements, are either appeaſed 
by ſome oppoſite conceit of fronger worldly comfor: ; a- 
bandoned by entertainment of outward mirth ; diuerted 
by companic, picaluces,and 10yfull accidents, compoſed 
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by worldly wiſcdome or the like. Burt heauic-hearted 
thoughts in Gods child, — for a while not viterly 
without ſome aſperfion of diſtrult, fretting, and diſcontent ; 
yer commonly at length being mingled with faith,and ma- 
naged with ſpirituall wiſcdom; by the grace of God,breake 
out into fairer lightening of comforrt,greater heate of zeal 
more liuely exerciſe of faith, gratious ſpeeches, and man 
bleſſed reſolutions. I will but onely giue one inſtance, an 
that in David, a man of ſingular experience in ſpirituall af. 
faires, | 

Looke the beginnings of the 62, and 73. Pſalmes, And 
you ſhall find Daxid to haue beene in a heauie dumpe, and 
fore conflict in his owne heart with ſtrong tentations vnto 
impatiencie, He recounts the ifſue , of the diſpute with him- 
ſelfe, in the beginnings of theſe Pſalmes. Tet faith he in the 
73. forall this God i good wnto 1ſracl: enen to the pure in 
heart. In the 62. Tetlet diuclsand menrage and combine, 
yet my ſoule keepeth ſilence unto God, of him commeth my ſal- 
uation, cre, His many wrongs, vexations and indignitics 
together with the implacable malice, and impotent inſulta- 
tions of his aduerſaries, had no doubt a little before much 
run in his mind. Let ys conceiue ſuch as theſe ro haue beene 
his thoughts; and that thus or in the like maner; hee com- 
muned and confered with hisroyall ſelfe, 

Lord, thinks he with himſelfe ; I haue with loweſt hu- 
militie,and vprightneſle of heart reſigned mine owne ſoule; 
nay,Thaue vowed and refolued that my crowne and ſcep- 
ter, my court and whole kingdome, ſhall for euer bee ſer- 
uiceable ro my gratious God,and that great maieſty aboue, 
My mind isneuer truely pleaſed and joyfull ; but when it is 
gazing and meditating vpon the excellent beautie of his 
_ Being ; vpon his botromleſſe goodnes,and immea- 

rable greatneſle, His word and ſacred lawes are better and 
dearer vnto me, then thouſands of gold and filuer. His 
Saints = earth are onely my ſolace, and their ſincerit 
the del ight of mine heart, For mine innocency, from choſe 
imputations which are charged ypon mee, 1 dare appeale 
vato the ſtricteſt Tribunall of heauen,Why then how comes 
) Kt 
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it eo paſſe, that I am become a ſpeQacle of di and con- 
tempt,to heauen and earth,to men and Angels,toGods 
ple, and that which grieues me more, to Gath and Ackelon ? 
Saul,for all the ſcruice I haue donero tothe State, 
hunts me vp and downe like a Partri the mountaines., 
Dogged Doeg, he hath informed againſt Ahimelech for re- 
leeuing me; and fo cauſed the ſacred blood of 85, Prieſts 
to befpilt as water ypon the d. Malice and furie driue 
me into the wilderneſſe, (tor Lions and Tigers are*more 
mercfQ,then madded and enraged prophanenes:)but there 
the barbarous Ziphims haue betraied me to the King. I am 
railed ypon,nort onely by baſe and worthlefſe companions, 
by fellowes of proftituted conſcience and conuerfation,that 
were tolerable : but cuen Princes, and thoſCthat fitin the 
gate ſpeake againſt me, Not only drunkardsmake ſongs 
and ie{t ypon me : but euen great men, with authoritie and 
imperiouſneſle carric in triumph my diſtreſſed, and forſaken 
inndcencie.Nay, & that which is the complement of miſcrie 
and diſcomfort;mine owne familiars, with whom I haue ma- 
ny times ſweetly and ſecretly conſulted, they haue alſo decei- 
wed me,us abreok;and as the riſing of the rimers,they arepaſſed a= 
wey.But marke now the iſſue of this conflict,and inward dif- 
pute with himſelf. Had a notorious finnerbin in theſe ſtraits, 
perhaps hee would haue burſt out into deſperate concluſions 
and furious attempts, Had a Papiſtbin here, he would pre 
ſently haue had recourſe ynto the /eſ#its fellowes, which are 
by definition,refined and ſublimated Friers, compoſed all of 
fire,bloud and gunpowder, inſpired by the youu of dark. 
nefſe, with a tranſcendent rage againſt Gods truth, ſworne 
ſolemnely in the blackeſt confiftory of hell, tothe death of 
Kings,deſolation of States, combuſtion of the whole Chri- 
ſtian world, and dettruRion of infinite foules, Theſe men 
would preſently haue addreſt ſome bloody and prodigious 
villaine with a kniffe, poyſon or gunpowder to haue killed 
the King,and to haue blowne vp Sas/,and all his court, Had 
a fotmall hypocrite bin in this caſe, ſecing theſe croſles and 


nuſccies befall him; he perhaps _m_ havepreſently m_ 
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; bur alſo withan holycriumph, inſults overt - 

of higadutclerics.,a0delecs waſheth his 

Fee ar heblo of the wicked. Hee them,thcy 
mothers ſonne of them, and that 1a feareful -- 
Fi, hotrible manner : As ifa man ſhould come yponthe backe 
of a rottenand tottering wall, and with great frength and 
furiepuſhir ;eurn.ſo, when they: were oſt ſwelled 
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